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By Iris Kovacs

National radiological societies in Europe play a 
leading role in assessing and fulfilling the requi-
rements of radiological education in their coun-
tries. Ever since its inception, ESOR has focused 
on and contributed to supporting their efforts. 
Recently, ESOR has increasingly played an impor-
tant additional role in establishing outreach trai-
ning programmes overseas, to meet needs of the 
international radiological community.

The first educational project delivered outside 
Europe was AIMS – Advanced Imaging Multi-
modality Seminars. These seminars were esta-
blished in China to continue strengthening the 
ties between the Chinese Society of Radiology 
(CSR) and the European Society of Radiology 
(ESR). The seminars are organised in close 
cooperation with the CSR and are supported by 
an unrestricted educational grant from Bracco. 
The programme comprises six courses each year, 
held in six different Chinese cities by Chinese 
and European speakers, with topics carefully 
selected by the two societies. Since 2007 the 
seminars have attracted more than 3,400 Chi-
nese radiologists.

Another ESOR project to reach beyond Europe 
was the series of ASKLEPIOS courses, which in 
2010 (only their second year) were extended to 
the Middle East, Asia and South America. Con-
tent-wise these were advanced multi-thematic 
or multimodality courses, aimed in particular 

at general radiologists and private practitioners. 
These courses are tailored to address recognised 
needs and thus, new topics were delivered and 
new destinations reached.

One of these international courses, an advanced 
abdominal imaging course, was held in partner-
ship with Covidien in the Middle East. A high 
quality programme was delivered by an inter-
nationally renowned faculty in Beirut, Lebanon, 
bringing together radiologists from Lebanon, 
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria and the United Arab Emi-
rates. The fully booked course was attended by 
65 radiologists in all. ESOR was happy to also 
involve local speakers, who contributed some 
highly appreciated lectures and workshops.

The long-term partnership with Bracco was 
strengthened this year through the establish-
ment of a new ASKLEPIOS course on Advanced 
Ultrasound and Contrast Enhanced Ultrasound, 
which was organised in collaboration with 
the Korean Society of Ultrasound in Medicine 
(KSUM) in Seoul, Korea. This course was very 
popular with the 95 attendees, resulting in an 
invitation to visit Korea with a second course.

ESOR further expanded to another continent – 
South America – with an ASKLEPIOS course 
held in partnership with the Chilean Society 
of Radiology. The maximum of 90 radiologists 
followed a programme on advanced abdominal 
imaging, delivered by European speakers. 

A portion of the programme was also delivered 
in Spanish, which greatly improved the opportu-
nity for interaction and exchange.

ESOR is very happy that national societies out-
side Europe are steadily seeking to enrol in such 
partnerships, to the benefit of their members, 
while the impact of the ESR and its educational 
activities is becoming more and more evident 
and appreciated.

In 2011, ESOR will further extend its worldwide 
presence. Efforts are continuing in the Middle 
East in partnership with Covidien, with a course 
on oncologic imaging to be held in Amman, 
Jordan, while ESOR’s new overseas partners will 
include the national societies of Brazil and Saudi 
Arabia. At the end of March, an advanced course 
dedicated to radiologic-pathologic correlation of 
the abdomen will take place in Jeddah, in part-
nership with the Radiological Society of Saudi 
Arabia, and in August, Brazilian radiologists will 
benefit from lectures and workshops delivered in 
the cities of Rio de Janeiro and Belo Horizonte. 
These courses will be kindly supported by the 
Brazilian College of Radiology and the Radiolo-
gical Society of Minas Gerais. The possibility of 

an international course in Mexico City in 2012 is 
currently being explored with the Mexican Soci-
ety of Radiology.

Through collaborative relationships with invalu-
able partners from overseas, ESOR gives many 
radiologists around the world the opportunity 
to benefit from a very high standard of modular 
education, and ultimately to achieve the qualifi-
cations to meet tomorrow’s requirements.

ESOR will continue to be a strong advocate for 
continuing education for radiologists throug-
hout the world, not only by means of courses 
and seminars, but also via a growing number of 
international scholarships. For further informa-
tion please visit myESR.org/esor.

ESOR worldwide at a glance:

ESOR in Europe:
50 courses, 23 countries, 41 cities
ESOR in the Middle East:
3 courses, 3 countries, 3 cities
ESOR in Asia:
30 courses, 2 countries, 28 cities
ESOR in South America:
3 courses, 2 countries, 3 cities

European School of Radiology: building an 
international radiological community

A delegation of internationally renowned European speakers was welcomed by the Chilean Society of Radiology to 
exchange scientific expertise between European and Chilean radiology.

More than 90 radiologists from mainly Chile, but also Argentina and Peru, participated in the courses and were 
fascinated by the content of the programme and the excellent organisation.

In Europe: 
Advanced Ultrasound and
Contrast Enhanced Ultrasound
May 12–13, Brussels/Belgium

Multimodality & Multidisciplinary 
Course for General Radiologists and 
Private Practitioners
September 2–3, Padova/Italy

Multi-thematic Course for Radiologists 
from Russia
October 2–3, Kaliningrad/Russia

Advanced Ultrasound and
Contrast Enhanced Ultrasound 
November 17–18, Munich/Germany

Worldwide: 
Radiologic-Pathologic Correlation  
of the Abdomen
March 30–31, Jeddah/Saudi Arabia

Advanced Abdominal Imaging 
August 19–20, Rio de Janeiro/Brazil

Advanced Abdominal Imaging 
August 20–21, Belo Horizonte/Brazil

Oncologic Imaging 
October 27–28, Amman/Jordan

An ESR initiative, in partnership with Bracco, Covidien, Euromedic  
and the National Societies of Brazil and Saudi Arabia

www.myESR.org/esor

ESOR
 European School of Radiology

Visit ESOR at ECR 2011:

• Booth in entrance hall

• Info desk in Rising Stars Lounge 

• Session on March 4,  

14:00–15:30, Room Q 

European 
Radiology
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By Simon Lee

In recognition of his distinguished achievements 
and leadership in radiology, as well as in research 
and teaching, Professor Richard L. Baron from 
Chicago, USA, has been invited to present the 
Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen Honorary Lecture 
‘Detecting liver tumours: the search for the Holy 
Grail’ today at 12:15.

Richard L. Baron is currently chairman of the 
Department of Radiology at the University of 
Chicago, where he has served since 2002.

In 1972 he completed his undergraduate educa-
tion at Yale University cum laude, and in 1976 
graduated from the Washington University, St. 
Louis School of Medicine as a member of the 
Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Medical 
Society. 

“Since I was a young child I always enjoyed puzz-
les and mysteries for personal enjoyment,” said 
Baron. “In medical school I quickly realised that 
the work of a radiologist is exactly that.  There 
is no other field of medicine that allows one to 
provide such large benefits to patients in such a 
stimulating environment for a physician.”

Following an internship in internal medicine at 
Yale, he completed his radiology residency and 
fellowship at the Mallinckrodt Institute of Radio-
logy at Washington University. After serving on 
the faculty at the University of Pennsylvania and 

the University of Washington, he was chairman 
of the Department of Radiology at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh from 1992 to 1999. He was the 
founding President and CEO of the University of 
Pittsburgh Physicians, an academic healthcare 
enterprise of over 1,400 physicians and served in 
that role from 1997 to 2002.

Professor Baron has over 135 published articles 
and 26 book chapters, predominately in liver and 
biliary tract imaging. He has been the recipient 
of numerous awards for his research, including 
the Hounsfield Award from the Society of Com-
puted Body Tomography and Magnetic Reso-
nance and The Roscoe E. Miller Award from the 
Society of Gastrointestinal Radiologists, as well 
as numerous Magna Cum Laude and Cum Laude 
exhibit awards from the Radiological Society of 
North America.

Various international organisations have bes-
towed upon him honorary memberships (La 

Sociedad Argentina de Radiología and the Feder-
acion Argentina de Asociaciones de Radiología, 
Diagnostico por Imagenes y Terapia Radiante; 
Sociedad Chilena de Radiología) and honorary 
fellowship (European Society of Gastrointestinal 
and Abdominal Radiology).

He has served as an associate editor for Radio-
logy and for Liver Transplantation and served in 
leadership roles for multiple national radiology 
societies, including serving as President of the 
Society of Computed Body Tomography/Magne-
tic Resonance and the Society of Gastrointestinal 
Radiologists and on the board of directors of the 
Radiological Society of North America (RSNA) 
and the American Roentgen Ray Society.

“Through the connections developed with the 
ECR over the years, networks have been deve-
loped that have resulted in inter-continental 
research projects and publications, visiting 
professorships, and exchange training oppor-

tunities for younger faculty and trainees,” said 
Baron.  “The world is truly getting smaller, and 
organisations and meetings like the ESR and 
ECR are vital to that process!”

By Anja Johenning, Press Department DRG

Acquisition of Röntgen’s Birthplace
It is an old, Bergisch slate-house at the Gänse-
markt in the village Lennep, now part of Remsc-
heid, and on first sight it looks quite unimpres-
sive. But it is the birthplace of the most impor-
tant scientist of our discipline, and the eponym 
of our society: Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen. Since 
last December, the Deutsche Röntgengesells-
chaft (DRG) can proudly call this place its own. 
The city of Remscheid has relinquished it to the 
DRG for a symbolic amount due to its need of 
rehabilitation. By means of an all-encompassing 
renovation, the house is now intended to become 
an international meeting centre. Prospectively it 
will be used for radiological training and semi-
nars and will be included in the concept of the 
nearby Röntgen Museum as a permanent exhibi-
tion the personal belongings of Röntgen will be 
put in a broader perspective.

The Smartest Brains for Radiology: 
Mentoring and Grant Programmes
The DRG is highly committed to the promotion 
of young radiologists. Last year 160 awardees of 
the mentoring programme ‘the smartest brains 
for radiology’ participated at the German Rönt-
genkongress, and have thus become part of the 
fascination of radiology! For this year’s congress 
the mentoring programme is being repeated. It 
provides all radiological teachers the chance to 
name their ‘smartest brain’, and to offer him or 
her free participation at the coming congress 
in June 2011 in Hamburg. The programme is 
accompanied by the associated website www.
hellste-koepfe.de, which is aimed at medical stu-
dents and young radiologists. The site combines 

information and interaction, and it attracts med-
ical students from other disciplines as well. The 
DRG also offers travel grants for young authors 
of lectures and abstracts at European subspe-
cialty congresses taking place in Germany. In 
2011, there are ten grants available for both the 
ESTI Congress in Heidelberg and the CIRSE 
Congress in Munich.

Scientists for Future
 Forscher für die Zukunft’ (‘Scientists for Future’) 
– this is the title of the new initiative of excel-
lence that was launched jointly by the DRG and 
the KLR (conference of heads of radiological 
university departments) in 2010, to promote the 
junior scientific staff in research. Each year, 30 
selected radiological trainees are invited to spe-
cial seminars dedicated to research topics of high 
current interest. This year, participants have the 
chance to be informed about the recent advances 
in Molecular Imaging, Advanced Methods in 
MRT, Clinical Studies and Nanotechnology by 
the eminent authorities of each field. “The firm 
goal of the FFZ Training is to extend the research 
horizon of the participants. I especially enjoyed 
the chance to meet the experts face to face, and 
to discuss the strengths and also weaknesses of 
certain methods with them,” reports Dr. Peter 
Bannas of the UKE Hamburg and participant in 
the programme.

Perception and Image of the 
‘Radiating Disciplines’
How are our disciplines – radiology, nuclear 
medicine and radiation therapy – perceived in 
society? How can we achieve broader public 
knowledge about our field and its special advan-
tages in providing the best healthcare support? 

To answer these questions, the German imaging 
societies initiated a large-scale, representative 
opinion poll which was conducted in autumn 
2010. It revealed some expected, but also some 
surprising results. First, patients want to meet 
the radiologist as a medical doctor who cares 
about them. They expect more information, con-
sultation and care when they see the radiologist. 

Furthermore, the survey demonstrates that the 
fear of negative impacts of medical radiation is 
much lower in public than assumed. The survey 
is the first stage and the foundation for a long-
term image campaign to improve the knowledge 
about the benefits of radiology, nuclear medicine 
and radiotherapy.

Leading gastrointestinal radiologist  
invites audience to join the search  
party in today’s Honorary Lecture

The German Radiological Society  
invests in the discipline’s future

Richard L. Baron from Chicago, IL/US

Sunday, March 6, 12:15–12:45, Room A
Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen 
Honorary Lecture
‘Detecting liver tumours: 
the search for the Holy Grail’
Richard L. Baron; Chicago, IL/US

Honorary Lecture

The ECR was my first introduction to the radiology community outside 
of North America, almost 20 years ago. It is vital for the community to 
share ideas and approaches to common problems and overcome the 
barrier of oceans. The colleagues and friendships that have resulted 
from these interactions have been among the most stimulating of my 
career.

Röntgen’s Birthplace at Remscheid, Germany



COMMUNITY NEWS ECR TODAY 2011Sunday, March 6, 2011

myESR.org

27

The ESR’s official journal keeps on thriving
By Sarah Edwards

Thanks to new technology, ways to disseminate 
and exchange scientific research have multiplied. 
ECR Today spoke to European Radiology’s Edi-
tor-in-Chief, Professor Adrian K. Dixon from 
Cambridge, U.K., to find out more about recent 
trends affecting the future of the journal, such as 
teleradiology, social networks, and new approa-
ches to Continuing Medical Education (CME).

ECR Today: What is the most important cri-
terion in selecting research to be published in 
ER? How do you decide whether the topic fits 
the journal’s needs?
Adrian K. Dixon: Ultimately, the most important 
feature is originality – and thereby the likelihood 
of being widely cited. But this has to be coup-
led with its likely influence on the wider field of 
radiology in the coming 5–10 years. A purely 
experimental in vitro study with no obvious long 
term clinical impact may well be considered too 
experimental for this journal. Likewise a local 
audit or a management discussion article may be 
deemed to be more appropriate for Insights into 
Imaging.

ECRT: For research to be called ground-brea-
king and warrant publication in European 
Radiology, does it matter more to have tech-
nological application or to solve a scientific 
problem?
AKD: ‘Technical Developments’ are very much 
encouraged and have a slightly different format 
to an original scientific article. But there pro-
bably would not be more than one or two such 
papers in any given issue of European Radiology. 

The prime aim of the journal is to provide a plat-
form for hypothesis–driven, original, prospec-
tive, scientific research.

ECRT: In your experience as Editor-in-Chief 
of European Radiology, what is the value of 
the ISI Impact Factor and how does it relate to 
research quality?
AKD: Perhaps academic promotion in Europe 
depends more heavily on the impact factor of 
the journal in which a candidate’s articles have 
been published than in the USA. It certainly is 
an important feature for a grant-giving body 
when evaluating further claims from an appli-
cant. Most journals now ‘play the impact factor 
game’ whereby they try to identify high quality 
research articles that will be widely cited. Few 
journals now publish case reports (rarely cited) 
and most have a healthy input of review articles 
from leaders in their field.

ECRT: Teleradiology is increasingly used to 
improve operational efficiency. Do you see 
potential in this emerging practice with a view 
to breakthroughs in radiological research?
AKD: Teleradiology has now reached some matu-
rity and is here to stay. It has many excellent uses, 
not least the transmission of a patient’s previous 
images obtained at other centres. Obviously, tele-
radiology also facilitates expert interpretation 
for remote centres and hospitals where there is a 
shortage of radiologists. With regard to research, 
teleradiology facilitates multicentre large popula-
tion studies and this aspect has been well exploi-
ted by the ACRIN studies in the USA and now, 
increasingly, by the European Institute for Biome-
dical Imaging Research (www.eibir.org).

ECRT: Can you name some risks and benefits 
of the use of CME online?
AKD: A key benefit is that a radiologist can gain 
some CME credits without necessarily having to 
attend conferences. This is especially important 
for young radiologists with family commitments 
who may find conferences costly and time-con-
suming. It should also help maintain radiolo-
gists’ general education outside their immediate 
field of interest. On the downside, such educatio-
nal activities may reduce the social networking 
afforded by conferences and workshops, which 
is an important ingredient of the success of the 
European Society of Radiology.

ECRT: What potential do you see in harnessing 
social networking tools for building awareness 
of European research in the clinical specialty 
of radiology?
AKD: Of course these tools are important and 
I hope there will soon be bite-size resumes of 
articles in European Radiology available for 
widespread dissemination by these means. Fur-
thermore, the list of contents of our journals 
should be more widely promulgated via social 
networking tools.

ECRT: There can be no doubt about the increa-
sing attractiveness of electronic publication to 
the scientific community. What are the struc-
tural consequences of the recent paradigm 
change from traditional print publication to 
electronic publication of research results?
AKD: I do not think that there is a ‘one size fits 
all’ solution here. Of course the electronic source 
is readily available and immediate on desk tops 
etc. However, will people really read a journal 

from cover to cover electronically? In the prin-
ted version there is the fun of leafing through 
pages in other areas of interest, even if it is only 
a cursory reading of the abstracts/looking at the 
images.

ECRT: Is it conceivable to cease print publica-
tion of European Radiology in favour of elect-
ronic publication one day in the not-so-distant 
future?
AKD: I rather hope not; I like the permanency 
of the printed word. Taken ad absurdum, that 
would mean the abandonment of all printed 
material and the extinction of libraries, which 
contribute so much to the civilisation of our 
society.

Adrian K. Dixon is European Radiology’s Editor-in-Chief.

European 
Radiology
The official journal of the European Society of Radiology

Enjoy Europe’s No. 1 journal!
 

Benefit from the exclusive advantage of your ESR membership:
Your printed version for only € 70 (per year).

Subscribe now at myESR.org/myUserArea and never miss a single issue!

Your benefits:
• 	 more than 3,000 pages of the best scientific content 
 •	 sensational new Impact Factor in 2009 of 3.589
• 	 all supplements included
• 	 direct delivery to your home every month 

Further information at office@european-radiology.org 
or www.european-radiology.org
All subscriptions are valid from the day of payment until the end of the calendar year.
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By István Battyány, President,  
Society of Hungarian Radiologists

The Hungarian Society of Radiologists was 
founded in 1922 for the purpose of forming a 
collective forum for radiologists developing the 
scientific standards in the field of radiology, and 
to exchange experience, introduce novel tech-
nology, and to share information about educa-
tion and patient care. The HSR consists of eight 
different subsections and is governed by the 
elected President of the Executive Board, and the 
General Assembly.

The official journal of the HSR is entitled Hun-
garian Radiology, published in Hungarian in 
quarterly issues. It provides scientific informa-
tion for all registered members of the society 
about the clinical and technical aspects of diag-
nostic imaging. Our website also plays an impor-
tant role in communication among HSR mem-
bers, as a capital source of up-to-date news about 
the HSR, educational courses, Hungarian and 
international scientific meetings and congresses. 
Both the journal and the website provide impor-
tant guidelines and educational material as well. 
The aim of the HSR is to initiate publication of an 
English language journal and website in order to 
cooperate with international radiological socie-
ties. Our objective is to apply the 2.0 standards 
for our webpage to develop quality and to facili-
tate a more interactive operation.

Our society has already taken steps towards 
cooperation with other international radiologi-
cal societies, particularly the Croatian Society 
of Radiology and the Slovenian Association of 
Radiology. The Croatian-Hungarian-Slovenian 
Radiological Congress takes place every second 
year in one of the organising countries. To avoid 
the language barrier, the official language of 
the congress is English. The French-Hungarian 
Radiological Symposium is an annual scientific 
meeting to enhance the scientific connection 
between French and Hungarian radiologists and 
is held in the French Institute in Budapest.

The HSR national scientific congress is held every 
two years. The 25th Congress of the Hungarian 
Society of Radiologists took place in Kaposvár 
(organised by Prof. Imre Repa), on July 1–3, 
2010, with nearly 700 participants from all over 
Hungary and abroad. The scientific programme 

focused on the following major topics: imaging 
in emergency radiology, imaging in neurology, 
non-vascular neurological interventions, mus-
culoskeletal imaging (from the perspective of 
sport medicine), special MRI methods in the 
radiology practice, and imaging in oncology.

Cooperation in organisation of international sci-
entific events is being emphasised more and more 
by our society. The Central European Congress 
of Non-invasive Cardiovascular Imaging took 
place in Pécs, the Cultural Capital of Europe 
in 2010, and it was organised by the Radiology 
Department, University of Pécs (István Battyány, 
MD, PhD) and the HSR. Highly acknowledged 
lecturers (Robert M. Steiner, U. Joseph Sch-
oepf, Thomas G. Flohr, Hans-Christoph Becker, 
Arthur E. Stillman, Alan H. Maurer, Rainer K. 
Rienmuller, Albert de Roos) were invited from 
all over the world for this prestigious congress, 
which was held on September 24–26, 2010. The 
scientific programme focused on advanced car-
diac imaging, mainly on CT, MRI and PET/CT 
methods of non-invasive cardiovascular imag-

ing. This excellent highly professional event pro-
vided an opportunity to upgrade the knowledge 
of central European radiologists interested in 
non-invasive cardiovascular imaging.

This year, on May 18–20, Budapest will host the 
International Cancer Imaging Society’s (ICIS) 
Satellite Meeting on Cancer Imaging, with the 
most respected lecturers from the field of oncol-
ogy imaging (Jay Heiken/USA, Richard Gore/
USA, Theresa McLoud/USA, Rodney Reznek/UK, 
Kenneth Miles/UK, Robert Hermans/BE, Heinz 
Peter Schlemmer/DE, Nicole Freling/NL, Daniel 
Vanel/IT, Ernst Rummeny/DE), thereby guar-
anteeing a very high professional standard. The 
aim of the meeting is to provide education in 
the rapidly advancing area of cancer imaging 
and to emphasise its role in the multidiscipli-
nary management of malignancy. This satellite 
meeting is designed for radiologists and oncolo-
gists with a special interest in the diagnosis and 
management of cancer. The programme provides 
multidisciplinary symposia on gynaecologi-
cal cancers, gastrointestinal tumours, and ENT 

malignancies, as well as liver and abdominal can-
cers. Workshops will provide opportunities for 
participants to upgrade their knowledge in head 
and neck oncology, targeted therapy, oncologic 
interventions and multimodality imaging.

For further information, contact the local organ-
ising committee, the Hungarian Cancer Society 
www.oncology.hu, or contact Mária Gödény, 
MD, PhD., Society of Hungarian Radiologists, 
by e-mail: godeny.maria@oncol.hu.

Representatives of the Hungarian Society of 
Radiologists regularly present lectures at major 
international scientific meetings and congresses 
like the European Congress of Radiology. This 
year Professor András Palkó, Victor Bérczi, and 
Zsolt Tarján are our invited ECR lecturers from 
Hungary.

For more information about the Hungarian 
Society of Radiology, all ECR participants are 
kindly invited to visit our stand, and encouraged 
to see our website: www.socrad.hu.

The Hungarian Society of Radiologists in 2011

Budapest will be the venue for May’s ICIS meeting on cancer imaging.

Editorial Board
ESR Executive Council

Maximilian F. Reiser, Munich/DE 
ESR President

András Palkó, Szeged/HU 
ESR 1st Vice-President

Gabriel P. Krestin, Rotterdam/NL 
ESR 2nd Vice-President

Christian J. Herold, Vienna/AT 
Past-President

Yves Menu, Paris/FR 
Congress Committee Chairman

Lorenzo Bonomo, Rome/IT 
1st Vice-Chairman of the Congress Committee

José I. Bilbao, Pamplona/ES 
2nd Vice-Chairman of the Congress Committee

Adrian K. Dixon, Cambridge/UK 
Publications Committee Chairman

 
Luis Martí-Bonmatí, Valencia/ES 
Research Committee Chairman

Éamann Breatnach, Dublin/IE 
Education Committee Chairman

Luís Donoso, Sabadell/ES 
Professional Organisation Committee Chairman

Fred E. Avni, Brussels/BE 
Subspecialties Committee Chairman

Guy Frija, Paris/FR 
National Societies Committee Chairman

Luigi Solbiati, Busto Arsizio/IT 
Communication & International Relations  
Committee Chairman

Katrine Åhlström-Riklund, Umeå/SE 
Finance Committee Chairman

Peter Baierl, Vienna/AT 
Executive Director

Editors 
Julia Patuzzi, Vienna/AT 
Philip Ward, Chester/UK

Sub-Editor 
Simon Lee, Vienna/AT

Contributing Writers
Edna Astbury-Ward, Chester/UK
John Bonner, London/UK
John Brosky, Paris/FR
Sarah Edwards, Vienna/AT
Sonja Guttenbrunner, Vienna/AT
Eva Haas, Vienna/AT
Monika Hierath, Vienna/AT
Simon Lee, Vienna/AT
Lisa Loibl, Vienna/AT
Lucie Motloch, Vienna/AT
Stefanie Muzik, Vienna/AT
Mélisande Rouger, Vienna/AT
Frances Rylands-Monk, St. Meen Le Grand/France
Philip Ward, Chester/UK

Art Direction 
Robert Punz, Vienna/AT

Layout 
Robert Punz, Vienna/AT 
Tine Ulbing, Vienna/AT

Marketing & Advertisements 
Betty Wilk 
E-mail: marketing@myESR.org

Contact the Editorial Office 
ESR Office 
Neutorgasse 9 
1010 Vienna, Austria 
Phone:	 (+43-1) 533 40 64-0 
Fax:	 (+43-1) 533 40 64-441 
E-mail:	 communications@myESR.org

ECR Today is published 5x during ECR 2011. 
Circulation: 20,000 
Printed by Angerer & Göschl, Vienna 2011

myESR.org

Staff Box

The Editorial Board, Editors and Contributing Writers make every effort to ensure that no inaccurate or misleading data, opinion or statement appears in this publication. All data and opinions appearing in the articles and 
advertisements herein are the sole responsibility of the contributor or advertiser concerned. Therefore the Editorial Board, Editors and Contributing Writers and their respective employees accept no liability whatsoever for the 
consequences of any such inaccurate or misleading data, opinion or statement. Advertising rates valid as per January 2011. Unless otherwise indicated all pictures © ESR – European Society of Radiology



COMMUNITY NEWS 29ECR TODAY 2011Sunday, March 6, 2011

myESR.org

eHealth: need for European action
By Sonja Guttenbrunner

eHealth, including telemedicine and teleradio-
logy, is one of the big future challenges within 
the European Union. Therefore, a lot of diffe-
rent initiatives are being undertaken to build 
homogenous legislation and to enhance stan-
dardisation. One of the first milestones was 
the European Commission Communication 
entitled ‘Telemedicine for the benefit of patients, 
healthcare systems and society’ (COM 2008/689), 
published in November 2008, which laid down 
a number of specific actions in the area of tele-
medicine and telemonitoring. This document set 
out to build confidence and acceptance of tele-
medicine services, to bring legal clarity as well 
as to solve technical issues and facilitate market 
development. One of the actions foreseen in this 
document was the drafting of a ‘staff working 
paper on EU legislation applicable to telemedi-
cine services’. This working paper should mark 
the beginning of a legislative process to regulate 
this sensitive area and to create a homogeneous 
legislative framework.

Although several discussions and workshops have 
already taken place to gather first impressions of 
what should be included in this paper (e.g. the 
eHealth session at ECR 2010, where the respon-
sible EC policy officer outlined the key issues) this 
working paper is still on hold until another Euro-
pean law is adopted – the directive on the applica-
tion of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare. 
The reason is that this piece of legislation will 
include provisions for cross border eHealth that 
should also be reflected in the paper.

Cross Border eHealth
After a long-winded process, the European Par-
liament finally approved this new law in January 
2011. The directive sets out patients’ rights to 
seek medical care in another EU country. The 
directive is primarily focused on ensuring that 
patients from one country within the EU may 
obtain healthcare within another EU country 
without hindrance. The main emphasis of the 
directive is to make it easier for patients to obtain 
approval and for an organised financial frame-
work to be put in place to pay for the healthcare.

This approach is overdue as there have been seve-
ral cases settled by the European Court of Justice 
since 1998 and this proposal would bring about 
the needed legal clarity. In addition, it emphasi-
ses the importance of quality and safety of care 
for patients travelling across borders for health-
care. However, from the beginning the European 
Society of Radiology (ESR) has been concerned 
that there is little in the initial draft to ensure 
quality and safety for patients whose treatment 
involves cross border eHealth. This is the reason 
why the ESR has tried to raise the awareness of 
several decision makers in the European Com-
mission and the European Parliament, as well 
as at member state level, to this important lack 
since the moment the proposal for the directive 
was tabled.

However, the text approved by MEPs in January 
is the result of an agreement reached with the 
Council, which must also give its formal appro-
val. To achieve this compromise the regulations 
in the area of eHealth were downscaled. The 

directive does not include regulations that apply 
the same safety and quality standards to eHealth 
as to non-electronic health services. A European 
eHealth Network will be established to foster 
cooperation between Member States and to 
draw up guidelines on cross-border patient data, 
this cooperation is weakened by being entirely 
voluntary. At least some provisions regarding the 
registration of health professionals were inclu-
ded in the directive, an issue that was also highly 
emphasised by the ESR.

Teleradiology is a medical act
The ESR will now continue its efforts in order 
not to leave the important area of teleradiology 
unregulated. One of the main claims is that tele-
radiology must be defined as medical act.

According to the EC, most telemedicine services, 
including teleradiology, fall under the definition 
of information society services (ISS) (Art. 1(2) of 
Directive 98/34, as amended by Directive 98/48): 
“any service normally provided for remunera-
tion, at a distance, by electronic means, at the 
individual request of a recipient of service”.

The fact that the EC considers teleradiology 
an ISS means that the e-Commerce directive is 
applicable where the country of origin principle 
applies. This affects the licensing/registration of 
health professionals: the professional has to be 
licensed in the country where he/she is establis-
hed, while no registration is required in the coun-
try of the patient. Member states are not allowed 
to impose a specific prior authorisation, which is 
specifically and exclusively targeted at ISS.

The EC now considers teleradiology to be a 
medical act. However, in the EC’s opinion a 
medical act can also be an information society 
service, which is a position the ESR clearly dis-
agrees with. The problem is that this opinion 
covers the whole range of telemedicine, of which 
teleradiology is only a small element. Next to 
this problem, other questions arise in the realm 
of eHealth, e.g. patient information, and liability.

Therefore, the ESR claims:
• �The regulation of telemedicine and teleradio-

logy should be the responsibility of the mem-
ber state where the patient undergoes the ima-
ging or telemedical referral.

• �Patient must give informed consent when the 
clinical details and images are electronically 
transferred from one EU country to another.

The ESR strongly supports that
• �Responsibility/liability for cross-border telera-

diology services lie within the member state of 
the patient.

• �Member states should ensure the safety of the 
patient; that doctors undertaking cross-border 
telemedicine and teleradiology should have the 
equivalent regulatory requirement to those of 
the country where the patient accesses health-
care.

Interested in further information on this topic? 

Please visit the EU Affairs section at 
myESR.org or contact eu-affairs@myESR.org

Burlesque
ECR Party 2011, March 6

Don’t miss the sensational ECR 2011 Party! It’s getting burlesque!
Fasten your seatbelts and enjoy an exciting, sensational and glamorous party night in Austria’s biggest disco.

 
Tickets available at the Travel Service counter in the entrance hall.

 
‘Dinner, Show and Party’ ticket €80 incl. VAT (starts at 19:30) 

‘Party Only’ ticket €40 incl. VAT (starts at 21:45)
 

Pratergalerien & Prater Dome, Riesenradplatz, 1020 Vienna

Tonight
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Kunsthalle Wien 
The Kunsthalle Wien has established itself as one of the liveliest facilities for international contemporary art in Vienna at two loca-
tions in the centre of the city (Karlsplatz and the MuseumsQuartier). Programme highlights range from photography, video, film 
and installations to new media. Large, subject-specific exhibitions present developments and correlations from Modernism to the 
present-day art world. Other programme elements are dedicated to retrospectives of important contemporary artists and significant 
contributions to Austrian art after 1945. In 2002, the Italian arts magazine ARTE ranked the Kunsthalle Wien among the six best 
modern art institutions in Europe (together with Tate Modern, London, the Kiasma, Helsinki, the Centre Pompidou, Paris and the 
Bilbao Guggenheim). 

November 5, 2010 – March 8, 2011
Special Exhibition: POWER UP. Female Pop Art
Rediscovering outstanding female Pop artists, POWER UP fulfils Dorothy Iannone’s combative promise after fifty years. The show 
aims to reinterpret an art movement that until today has primarily been associated with male protagonists. Plastic, loud colours, 
reduced forms, and graphic contours – the nine female artists’ works on display resemble those of their male colleagues in many 
respects. With works by Evelyne Axell, Sister Corita, Christa Dichgans, Rosalyn Drexler, Jann Haworth, Dorothy Iannone,  
Kiki Kogelnik, Marisol, and Niki de Saint Phalle.
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Kunsthalle

1070 Vienna, Museumsplatz 1
Opening hours: daily 10 am–7 pm
Thursday 10 am–10 pm 
www.kunsthallewien.at
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ARTS & CULTURE

What’s on today in Vienna?
Theatre & Dance
Please note that all performances are in German! 
Akademietheater	
1030 Vienna, Lisztstraße 1 
phone: +43 1 51444 4145
www.burgtheater.at	

Burgtheater	
1010 Vienna, Dr. Karl-Lueger-Ring 2 
phone: +43 1 51444 4145 
www.burgtheater.at	

Theater in der Josefstadt 
1080 Vienna, Josefstädter Straße 26
phone: +43 1 42 700 300 
www.josefstadt.org 

Volkstheater 
1070 Vienna, Neustiftgasse 1
phone: 43 1 52111 400
www.volkstheater.at

 

19:00	� Die Kunst der Unterhaltung 
by Jan Lauwers & Needcompany

16:00	� Was ihr wollt
by William Shakespeare

	
15:00	� Campiello

by Peter Turrini based on Carlo Goldoni
19:30	� Campiello

by Peter Turrini based on Carlo Goldoni

19:30	� Der Alpenkönig und der Menschenfeind
by Ferdinand Raimund
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Concerts & Sounds
Konzerthaus (Classical Music)
1030 Vienna, Lothringerstraße 20 
www.konzerthaus.at 
 
 

Musikverein (Classical Music)	
1010 Vienna, Bösendorferstraße 12 
www.musikverein.at 
 
 
 
 
 

Porgy & Bess (Jazz)	
1010 Vienna, Riemergasse 11 
www.porgy.at

Arena (Alternative Music)	  
1030 Vienna, Baumgasse 80
www.arena.co.at

Szene Wien (Alternative Music)
1110 Vienna, Hauffgasse 26 
www.szenewien.com

 
19:30	� Latvian National Symphony Orchestra,

conductor Karel Mark Chichon
Elina Garanca, mezzo-soprano

	� ‘Habanera’, A. Márquez, G. Verdi,  
A. Ponchielli, G. Donizetti,  
N. Rimski-Korsakow, G. Bizet …

16:00	� Tonkünstler-Orchester Niederösterreich,
conductor Michail Jurowski
Lars Vogt, piano
C.M. von Weber, L. van Beethoven,  
D. Shostakovich

19:30	� Wiener Symphoniker, 
conductor Adam Fischer
Denis Matsuev, piano 
Z. Kodály, F. Liszt, J. Brahms

20:30	� Gilad Atzmon & 
The Orient House Ensemble

19:00	 Bubble Beatz

20:00	 Combichrist

Opera & Musical Theatre
Volksoper
1090 Vienna, Währingerstraße 78 
www.volksoper.at

Wiener Staatsoper –  
Vienna State Opera
1010 Vienna, Opernring 2 
www.wiener-staatsoper.at
	
Raimundtheater
1060 Vienna, Wallgasse 18–20
www.musicalvienna.at

Ronacher
1010 Vienna, Seilerstätte 9
www.musicalvienna.at

 
16:30	� Der Mantel / Gianni Schicchi 

Opera by Giacomo Puccini 

 19:30	� Madama Butterfly
�by Giacomo Puccini, conducted by 
Michael Halász 
with Hui He, Neil Shicoff, Eijiro Kai

18:00	� Ich war noch niemals in New York
by Udo Jürgens & Gabriel Barylli

18:00	� Tanz der Vampire
by Jim Steinman & Michael Kunze


