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Opening Ceremony

By Małgorzata Szczerbo-Trojanowska,  
ECR 2010 Congress President 

It is my great pleasure to welcome each and every 
one of you to the European Congress of Radiology, 
the flagship meeting of the European Society of 
Radiology, which over the years has become the 
central event in our specialty. For five days Vienna 
will be the world capital for radiologists with an 
interest in science, education and the development 
of our discipline.  

The goal of the ECR is to promote the highest 
quality radiology based on science and educa-
tion. This year the ECR is running under the 
motto ‘virtuosity in radiology’, which signifies the 
importance of the mastery and skills necessary 
to practise and develop our specialty. This idea 
is inspired by the virtuosity of Fryderyk Chopin, 
the world famous Polish romantic composer and 
pianist, who is being honoured worldwide in 2010 
with the celebration of International Chopin Year.

The Programme Planning Committee and the 
highly professional and devoted team at the ESR 
Office have been working hard over the last two 
years, shaping the details of a high-standard con-
gress programme. We paid meticulous attention to 
your needs and expectations and we hope that this 
is reflected in the quality of the final programme. 
The spirit of innovation that characterises radio-
logy, is well represented in all the sessions, and we 
believe that everyone will find something inspi-
ring and stimulating in the ECR 2010 programme.

Abstract submission has once again exceeded all 
expectations. The radiological community can be 
proud to have registered a rise of submitted abs-
tracts by over 10% for this year. The European 
Congress of Radiology has evolved into an event 

with a worldwide reputation, which this year is 
reflected by a significant increase in the number of 
presenters from Asia, South and Central America, 
and Africa. Among the top 15 countries with the 
highest number of accepted abstracts are Japan, 
China, South Korea, the United States, and India, 
proving that ECR is truly a global event.

The ECR provides a unique opportunity for par-
ticipants to interact, learn and impart knowledge 
in the various fields of radiology. The possibility 
to attend sessions presenting progress outside of 
our own subspecialty is one of the great advanta-
ges of general radiological meetings, allowing us 
to keep abreast of developments in all radiological 
disciplines.

By developing, evolving and perfecting techniques 
and technologies in diagnostic imaging, radio-
logists have moved medicine into new frontiers, 
which demands changes in the focus and pattern 
of our own work. To remain the key players in 
relations with our clinical colleagues we have to 
enrich our knowledge in basic science and stay 
up to date with advances in pathology and disease 
management. ECR 2010 is promoting our relati-
onship with clinicians by launching multidisci-
plinary sessions dedicated to the management 
of patients with cancer, which will be an ideal 
platform for discussions with oncologists and 
surgeons. In the ‘ESR meets neurologists’ session 
we will also see multidisciplinary debate on the 
management of acute stroke patients.

Technical development is a driving force of our 
discipline. Industry actively involved in research 
in all radiological fields will be present via satellite 
symposia, workshops and in another outstanding 
technical exhibition, which I strongly recommend 
you visit.

I am immensely grateful to everyone involved 
in the preparation of ECR 2010, especially to 
the   national and subspecialty societies and the 
many colleagues who contributed so much to the 
scientific and educational programme. I would 
also like to express my sincere thanks to all the 
members of the ESR Office for their dedication, 
expertise and hard work in creating a successful 
congress.

Vienna is a charming city which is elegant, histo-
rically rich and very friendly, and I hope you will 
have many opportunities to experience some of 

the sights and sounds of this beautiful place as well 
as to taste the delightful Viennese cuisine.

During the congress we will all enjoy the company 
of colleagues from many areas of the world who 
are coming to the meeting to share a devotion to 
radiology.

Dear colleagues and friends, it is your presence 
and participation that will make ECR 2010 a 
unique and an unforgettable event. I wish you a 
great time in Vienna!

ECR 2010 Congress President extends 
a warm welcome to every delegate
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By Christian J. Herold, ESR President

It is a great privilege to welcome all participants 
to the European Congress of Radiology (ECR) 
2010, the annual meeting of the European Soci-
ety of Radiology (ESR). The ECR never fails to 
inspire and innovate in equal measures with its 
familiar mixture of superb educational and sci-
entific opportunities, impeccable organisation 
and excellent services. Recognition of this qua-
lity is clear to see in the remarkable new abstract 
submission record that was set for this year’s 
event. This is a very encouraging show of enthu-
siasm from the radiological community, underli-
ning this meeting’s position as a highlight of the 
radiological calendar. The response to the call 
for abstracts has been outstanding over the last 
few years, and this most recent record is a sign 
– especially in the light of this year’s economic 
conditions – of the ECR’s increasing worldwide 
importance.

Every year, the ECR presents us with the perfect 
platform to take stock of our specialty, review 
the progress we have made over the last twelve 
months and examine the challenges ahead. This 
year has seen some very notable developments 
for the ESR, with significant headway being 
made with many of our more important challen-
ges. In particular, the position of the ESR among 
the radiological and scientific communities, as 
well as among the major political institutions 
of Europe, has strengthened noticeably, and the 
potential to effect change in areas that are critical 
to our members’ profession, to patients’ health, 
and to the overall future of healthcare in Europe 
has begun to be fully realised.

The diverse objectives that comprise the ESR’s 
vision have been consolidated within a new Stra-
tegic Plan, in order to give more structure to our 
approach, and the ESR Executive Council has 
developed this plan to fit a three-year timeframe 
with tasks divided into key chapters: ESR Orga-
nisation; ECR; Education, Training & Accre-
ditation; Publications (including a database of 
publications); PR & Communication; Internati-
onalisation; EU & Public Affairs; and the Euro-
pean Institute for Biomedical Imaging Research 
(EIBIR); addressing a total number of 113 sepa-
rate items. It is intended that by setting priorities 
and maintaining specific focus in each of these 
areas, we will be better placed to drive the ESR 
forward and achieve more sustainable results.

Some of the most satisfying results of this plan-
ning have already been made in the last year in 
the arena of EU Affairs, aided by the establish-
ment of the ESR EU Task Force, which has been 
able to push the ESR to the forefront of issues 
that directly concern radiology. The Alliance 

for MRI in particular, a group largely driven by 
the ESR, has experienced a rising profile with 
the relevant EU bodies under the new strategy, 
including an awareness-raising reception at the 
European Parliament last autumn, hosted by two 
MEPs. Support for this cause is gathering, but we 
are keen to bring as many national radiological 
societies on board as possible in order to capture 
the attention of newly-elected MEPs and push 
the issue within national ministries. 

The issue of eHealth is another point high on the 
ESR’s EU agenda, particularly with regard to the 
Cross-Border Healthcare Directive, and in mid-
2009 the Directorate General for Information 
Society and Media approached the ESR directly 
for consultation on the legal aspects of this sub-
ject. This cooperation has led to the European 
Commission participating in a joint session on 
eHealth here at ECR 2010 on Saturday, which 
will undoubtedly provide some very interesting 
discussion on an extremely salient topic.

The ESR has also recently been taking part in 
the EU Action Against Cancer, a partnership 
that aims to support countries in their efforts 
to tackle cancer by providing a framework for 
identifying and sharing information, capacity 
and expertise in cancer prevention and control. 
This is now such an important issue that we are 
also collaborating with the RSNA in an initiative 

to recognise oncological radiology as a subspe-
cialty. Cancer is an increasingly prevalent disease 
worldwide, and is becoming far more of a chro-
nic disorder than ever before. Patients are often 
seen in private offices and non-specialist centres, 
and it is crucial that the training and knowledge 
of medical personnel concerned with cancer 
management is of the highest standard possi-
ble. In this respect, the ESR is also establishing 
plans to review the current organisation of the 
subspecialty structure with a view toward a more 
three-dimensional approach; with organ and 
system-based subspecialties being a traditional 
and very important dimension, complimented 
by patient and disease-oriented subspecialties 
such as oncologic imaging, and methodological 
subspecialisation. Reflecting the significance of 
this disease, as well as the skills and close coope-
ration required to tackle it, ECR 2010 will see the 
introduction of a new feature: a series of Multi-
disciplinary Sessions dedicated to the theme of 
Managing Patients with Cancer, which should be 
an extremely valuable forum for exchange with 
our surgical and oncological colleagues.

EIBIR, the ESR’s very own organisation dedica-
ted to the arena of research, has had an extre-
mely busy twelve months since the first EIBIR 
session at ECR 2009. A number of interesting 
developments will be discussed in their second 
dedicated session on Sunday. The results of such 

projects as ENCITE (European Network for Cell 
Imaging and Tracking Expertise) and HAMAM 
(Highly Accurate Breast Cancer Diagnosis 
through Integration of Biological Knowledge, 
Novel Imaging Modalities, and Modelling) will 
be covered, as well as information on the crea-
tion of an evidence-based radiology European 
Working Group and a full update on prepara-
tions for a new project on the European Road-
map for Research Infrastructures in biomedical 
sciences, entitled Euro-BioImaging. This project, 
which is part of the FP7 Capacities Call 201, aims 
to establish a pan-European imaging infrastruc-
ture for biological and medical research, provi-
ding access to state-of-the-art imaging technolo-
gies, training, and a continuous development of 
imaging research technologies.

In keeping with the overall theme of progress and 
expansion, a new official ESR journal was laun-
ched at the start of this year – entitled Insights 
into Imaging, which will be published online 
bimonthly, featuring educational material, gui-
delines and recommendations, and statements 
from European radiological societies, as well as 
original articles and state of the art reviews. The 
journal will be freely accessible for ESR mem-
bers, but I urge you all to take the chance to have 
a closer look here at the ECR via the computer 
terminals in the Free Publications area. This new 
publication is a fantastic opportunity to greatly 
enhance communication within the radiological 
community and, needless to say, your own sub-
missions will be extremely welcome.

In conclusion, I would like to urge every parti-
cipant to make the most of ECR 2010. This year 
we have an abundance of fascinating sessions 
to capture the imagination, an excellent range 
of educational sessions and another fantastic 
social programme to enjoy. We also have a num-
ber of debuts to look forward to, including the 
first ‘ESR Meets’ country from South America 
(Argentina), and the ECR’s first Multidiscipli-
nary Sessions, in addition to all the usual first-
class services that make the ECR such a pleasure 
to be a part of. 

This year’s event will clearly continue the strong 
reputation that ECR now has, and in this regard 
my congratulations go to the ECR 2010 Congress 
President, Professor Małgorzata Szczerbo-Troja-
nowska. I would also like to sincerely thank the 
Congress and Programme Planning Commit-
tees, as well as all the ESR and ECR staff for their 
magnificent efforts in putting this year’s ECR 
together. Please enjoy our annual meeting and 
make the most of the opportunities available, 
that we may all move forward together toward 
the aim of improving healthcare.

ESR President reflects on past successes  
and future aims and visions of the society
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Christian J. Herold is the current ESR President.
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By Mélisande Rouger and Simon Lee 

In recognition of her outstanding and unique 
contribution to medical imaging, especially in 
the field of neuroradiology, Professor Anne G. 
Osborn will present the Opening Lecture ‘The 
two faces of HIV/AIDS in the brain: the face 
you know – and the one you don’t’ at ECR 2010.

Anne G. Osborn is a familiar name among brain 
specialists and she has become famous well bey-
ond her subspecialty.

A University Distinguished Professor and Pro-
fessor of Radiology at the University of Utah 
School of Medicine in Salt Lake City, she holds 
the William H. and Patricia W. Child Presiden-
tial Endowed Chair in Radiology at the Univer-
sity of Utah. She received her B.A. and M.D. from 
Stanford University, where she also completed 
her residency in diagnostic radiology. She joined 
the faculty at the University of Utah School of 
Medicine in 1974 and spent her first three years 
as a James Picker Advanced Academic Fellow in 
Neuroradiology.

A world-acclaimed neuroradiologist, Professor 
Osborn is the author of several texts that are 
considered the definitive references in her field. 
Her comprehensive teaching textbook, ‘Diag-
nostic Neuroradiology’, won the 1995 Ameri-
can Publishers Association award as the Best 
Textbook in Clinical Medicine. Her other texts 
have been equally acclaimed. They include ‘Dia-
gnostic Cerebral Angiography’, the bestseller 
‘Diagnostic Imaging: Brain and Diagnostic’ and 
‘Surgical Imaging Anatomy: Brain, Spine, Head 

and Neck’, which received First Prize in the 2007 
British Medical Association’s annual Medical 
Book Competition.

Professor Osborn was cited as one of the 20 
most influential people in radiology by Diag-
nostic Imaging in its November 2002 issue, and 
was also subsequently profiled in the widely-
read trade publication as one of four innovative 
educators inspiring a generation of radiologists 
to excel in research, clinical skill, and leader-
ship.

She has published over 20 books and more than 
120 scientific articles. She is editor in chief of 
the Yearbook of Diagnostic Radiology. She has 
given over 110 invited lectures all over the world, 
including China, Japan, Korea, Australia, India, 
South Africa, and Saudi Arabia. Finally, she has 
served as visiting professor at many of the world’s 
premier medical institutions, including Harvard, 
Stanford, and Johns Hopkins Universities and 
the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden.

Her achievements have earned her the Gold 
Medal of the Radiological Society of North 
America (RSNA), where she served as First Vice-
President and Chair of the Research and Educa-
tion Foundation Board of Trustees. She has also 
received Honorary Membership from a number 
of international radiology professional societies, 
the Béclère medal from the International Society 
of Radiology, the Marie Curie Award from the 
American Association of Women in Radiology 
and Gold Medals from the Asian-Oceanian Con-
gress of Radiology, the Turkish Society of Radio-
logy, and the Federation of Mexican Societies of 
Radiology, among many others.

Last but not least, she was the first woman to 
be elected President of the American Society of 
Neuroradiology, the largest subspecialty society 
in radiology.

For her opening lecture, she chose to focus on 
HIV manifestations in the brain both out of sci-
entific interest and humanitarian concern.

“I am very interested in this topic as a neurora-
diologist because we have seen this disease in the 
brain for at least 25 years. I’m also interested in 
what people in developed countries can do to 
support the worldwide effort to provide generic 
HIV drugs, and support the efforts to eradicate 
diseases like TB and malaria, which kill more 
people annually than HIV itself does,” she said.

Highly acclaimed neuroradiologist 
gives Opening Lecture

Gold Medal awarded to a founding  
member and Past President of the ESR

By Mélisande Rouger and Simon Lee 

In recognition of his outstanding career, strong 
leadership skills and tremendous work within 
the ESR, Professor Andy Adam from London, 
UK, will be awarded the Gold Medal of the 
European Society of Radiology at ECR 2010.

Andy Adam, Professor of Interventional Radio-
logy at the University of London, is a very fami-
liar face to anyone connected with the ESR, as 
one of the architects of the society’s foundation 
and, most notably, from his role as the ESR Pre-
sident in 2006–2007.

Born in 1951, he completed his training at the 
Middlesex Hospital Medical School, University 

of London in 1977, and went on to spend four 
years in internal medicine, cardiology and onco-
logy. He then trained in radiology at the Royal 
Postgraduate Medical School, obtaining Fellow-
ship of the Royal College of Radiologists as well 
as Fellowship of the Royal College of Physicians 
and the Royal College of Surgeons.

In 1992 he was appointed to the first professo-
rial chair of interventional radiology in Europe, 
at Guy’s and St. Thomas’ Medical School at the 
University of London and his enthusiasm for 
this particular specialty is evident.

“The greatest privilege is the opportunity to help 
patients get better, and interventional radiology 
provides this more than most branches of radio-

logy,” he said. “The ability to cure a patient of a 
life threatening disease by performing an out-
patient procedure under local anaesthesia is as 
close as anyone can get to magic.”

His research work has shaped clinical practice 
internationally, especially in the fields of interventi-

onal radiology and surgery, and he has made exten-
sive original contributions to medical and scientific 
literature, including the publication of ten books. 
He has served as Editor-in-Chief of Cardiovascular 
and Interventional Radiology and as Joint Editor-
in-Chief of the Journal of Interventional Radiology.

Professor Adam has demonstrated leadership 
skills on a global level. He is President of the 

Royal College of Radiologists, has served as Pre-
sident of seven other national and international 
societies and was ECR 2006 Congress President. 
He has received numerous honours and awards, 
including fourteen eponymous lectures, hono-
rary fellowship of twelve national radiological 
societies and four gold medals. In 2008, Pro-

fessor Adam’s contribution to medi-
cal research was recognised by the 
award of Fellowship of the Academy 
of Medical Sciences.

He has had a defining influence on 
the development of European radio-
logy, playing a significant part in 
the creation of the European Society 
of Radiology (ESR), and is clearly 
encouraged by the progress made by 
the society thus far.

“I was delighted by the huge incre-
ase in membership that followed the 
reduction of the membership fee to 
€10 for full members and the offer of 
free corresponding membership to 
radiologists residing outside Europe,” 
said Adam. “This transformed the 

ESR into a global force and greatly increased its 
political influence. In turn, this enables the Soci-
ety to play a greater role in European medical 
affairs, and to ensure that radiology receives the 
recognition that befits its central role in modern 
medicine.”

ECR has, since its inception, established a tradition of educational out-
reach to people in developing countries, which I think is very admi-
rable. ECR is uniquely positioned as the centre point between Wes-
tern and Eastern Europe, between Europe and Africa, and Europe and 
Asia. There are a lot of radiologists from less-developed countries who 
attend ECR and who might not be able to attend meetings like RSNA 
because of the travel expense.

There is no scientific congress quite like the ECR. The meeting itself is extre-
mely enjoyable, because it combines the highest possible scientific standards 
with wonderful social events. However, as I was fortunate enough to have parti-
cipated in the organisation of several previous ECRs, the meeting also reminds 
me of all the people who are involved in its preparation, particularly the staff 
at the ESR Office. They are the best team in the world and I never cease to be 
amazed by their dedication, their enthusiasm, their capacity for hard work and 
their cheerfulness. Working with them was a joy, and I always look forward to 
meeting them again during the congress every year. I don’t know what their 
secret is, but I have often wondered whether it’s something in the soup, which 
is always delicious at Neutorgasse 9!

Andy Adam from London, United Kingdom.

Anne G. Osborn from Salt Lake City, Utah, USA.



HIGHLIGHTS4 ECR TODAY 2010 Thursday, March 4, 2010

myESR.org

Eminent American radiologist receives 
Honorary Membership of the ESR

By Mélisande Rouger and Simon Lee 

In recognition of his exceptional achieve-
ments in the field of interventional radio-
logy, his outstanding leadership skills and 
his commitment to teaching, Professor Gary 
J. Becker from Tucson, Arizona, USA, will be 
awarded Honorary Membership of the Euro-
pean Society of Radiology at ECR 2010.

As the most recent Past President of the RSNA, 
Gary Jay Becker is another very recognisable 
face for many of our participants, as well as 
being the Executive Director of the American 
Board of Radiology (ABR) in Tucson, Arizona, 
and a professor in the interventional section of 
the Department of Radiology at the University 
of Arizona College of Medicine in Tucson.

Born in 1952 in Chicago, Illinois, he earned his 
B.A. in Biological Sciences in 1974 and his M.D. 
in 1977 from the Indiana University School of 
Medicine in Indianapolis. After an internship 
in internal medicine and a residency in diag-
nostic radiology at Indiana University, he joi-
ned the faculty in 1981 and rose to the rank of 
Professor and Chief of the Vascular Section.

“During my internship in 1977, I spent a par-
ticularly bad call day and night with a patient 
with a bleeding gastric ulcer,” said Becker, of 
the case that sparked his move into radiology. 
“Eventually I phoned the on-call radiologist 
who skilfully and speedily produced a left gas-
tric arteriogram demonstrating the bleeding 
gastric ulcer. In another couple of minutes he’d 
occluded it with a Gelfoam plug and the pati-
ent stopped bleeding immediately. I was awe-
struck and thought, ‘That’s what I am going to 
do’. And I did.”

In 1990, after 20 years at Indiana University, he 
moved to the Baptist Cardiac & Vascular Ins-
titute (BCVI) of Miami, then Miami Vascular 
Institute, as Medical Director of Interventional 
Radiology. He subsequently assumed the posi-
tion of Assistant Medical Director of the Insti-
tute, and Medical Director of the Research & 
Outcomes Division.

In 2004 Professor Becker became Branch Chief 
of Image-Guided Intervention in the Cancer 
Imaging Program of the National Cancer Ins-
titute in Washington, D.C. In 2005 he moved 
to the University of Arizona College of Medi-
cine in Tucson, where he joined the faculty as 
a professor in the interventional section of the 
Department of Radiology. Starting in January 
2006, he spent one-third of his time as Asso-
ciate Executive Director for Diagnostic Radio-
logy and Subspecialties at the American Board 
of Radiology in Tucson, where he was appoin-
ted Executive Director two years later.

An active researcher, he developed new metal-
lic stents for the treatment of coronary, peri-
pheral and carotid arterial disease, a field in 
which he holds ten patents.

He has also been an investigator and principal 
investigator in numerous clinical trials in the 
field of vascular and interventional radiology, 
including much of the early work on translu-
minal endografts for the treatment of aortic 
aneurysms and traumatic injury.

He served on the American Heart Associa-
tion (AHA), the Radiological Society of North 
America’s (RSNA) Research and Education 
Foundation, the Office of Research Develop-
ment of the RSNA, the Research Committee of 

the Society of Interventional Radiology (SIR), 
and the Board of Directors of the Cardiovas-
cular & Interventional Radiology Research 
and Education Foundation (CIRREF; now SIR 
Foundation), an organisation he served as pre-
sident of from 1994–1997.

Professor Becker has authored or co-authored 
207 articles, 36 book chapters and 175 publis-
hed abstracts. He has delivered more than 300 
lectures and scientific presentations, including 
more than 100 invited lectures in the United 

States, Europe, Asia, Australia, and Central and 
South America.

His editorial services as a manuscript reviewer, 
editorial board member, associate editor, and 
editor has spanned 22 journals and one web-
site. Until mid-1995 he served as the founding 
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Vascular and 
Interventional Radiology.

A fellow of the SIR, he also served nine years 
on its Executive Council, including several 
years as Education Councillor. During that 
time, he and his training committee drafted the 
original requirements that were adopted by the 
residency review committee for accredited trai-

ning in vascular and interventional radiology. 
In 1995, in recognition of his devotion to the 
field and his work at the Journal of Vascular and 
Interventional Radiology, the SIR re-named its 
award for the outstanding paper presentation 
by a young investigator at the Annual Mee-
ting ‘the Dr. Gary J. Becker Young Investigator 
Award’.

He is married to Patricia G. Becker, M.D., and 
they have three children. 

By Mélisande Rouger and Simon Lee 

In recognition of his pioneering achieve-
ments in computed tomography, and his 
crucial work on radiation protection, as 
well as the assessment of osteoporosis, lung 
and cardiac diseases, Professor Willi A. 
Kalender from Erlangen, Germany, will be 
presented with Honorary Membership of 
the European Society of Radiology (ESR) at 
ECR 2010.

Willi A. Kalender, Professor and Chairman 
of the Institute of Medical Physics at the 
Friedrich-Alexander-University Erlangen-
Nuremberg in Germany, is known to many 
for his pioneering work in developing spiral 
scan computed tomography, as well as a host 
of other professional achievements. 

Born on August 1, 1949, he received his 
Master’s Degree and Ph.D. in Medical Physics 
from the University of Wisconsin in Madison, 
USA, in 1979 and completed all postdocto-
ral lecturing qualifications (Habilitation) for 
Medical Physics at the University of Tübingen, 
Germany in 1988.

“I was always inclined towards applied physics 
rather than theoretical physics, and applica-
tions to medicine were already my hope as a 
student,” said Kalender. “I had my first con-
tact with Medical Physics when starting as 
an exchange student in 1972. There I found, 
much to my surprise, a large group of phy-

sicists working in the Medical School. This 
opportunity made me stay there and complete 
the Master’s degree in Medical Physics.”

Later in his career, as well as working in the 
research laboratories of Siemens Medical Sys-
tems in Erlangen from 1979 to 1995, he ser-
ved as head of the company’s Department of 
Medical Physics from 1988 to 1995. He has 
also been Visiting Professor of Medical Phy-
sics at the University of Wisconsin for the past 
17 years, and lectured at the Technical Univer-
sity of Munich from 1993 to 1995.

In 1995 he was appointed full Professor and 
Chairman of the newly established Institute of 
Medical Physics at the Friedrich-Alexander-
University Erlangen-Nuremberg. In 2001 he 
was nominated as Distinguished Visiting Pro-
fessor to the Department of Radiology at Stan-
ford University in California. 

Professor Kalender has worked on radiation 
protection and the development of quantita-
tive diagnostic procedures for the assessment 
of osteoporosis, lung and cardiac diseases, but 

is very widely known as a pioneering resear-
cher in computed tomography (CT). 

“Originally my work was not motivated by the 
fascinating inherent problems of spiral scan-
ning and image reconstruction, but by the 
frustrating problem of obtaining a 3D evalu-
ation of lung structures in sequential CT. You 
never found a nodule reliably twice!” explai-
ned Kalender.

His work is documented in about 800 scien-
tific papers, including more than 200 original 
publications, and he has organised and hosted 
numerous international workshops and confe-
rences, among them the World Conference of 
Medical Physics in 2005 in Nuremberg.

He is a Fellow of the American Association 
of Physicists in Medicine and he received the 
Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in 2004. More recently, 
he was awarded the European Research 
Foundation’s Latsis Price (2007) and the Wil-
liam D. Coolidge Award of the American 
Association of Physicists in Medicine (2009). 

He has been married to Marlene since 1975 
and they have three children and a grandchild.

Renowned medical physicist awarded  
Honorary ESR Membership

The growth and success of the European Congress of Radiology as 
the scientific assembly and annual meeting of the European Society 
of Radiology signify that European (and Mediterranean) radiology has 
truly come together under one great organisation. With nearly 46,000 
members and more than 18,000 conference attendees, continued suc-
cess is not in doubt.

I am a founding member of ECR and also of ESR. It is my conviction 
that we can only be successful in advancing our fields if we act united in 
Europe. This not only applies to radiology, but even more so to medical 
physics where a respective society unfortunately is still missing.

Gary J. Becker from Tucson, Arizona, USA.

Willi A. Kalender from Erlangen, Germany.



HIGHLIGHTS 5ECR TODAY 2010Thursday, March 4, 2010

myESR.org

ESR recognises leading Chinese 
radiologist with Honorary Membership

By Mélisande Rouger and Simon Lee 

In recognition of his outstanding scientific 
and educational contributions to diagnostic 
radiology and medical imaging, especially in 
the field of musculoskeletal radiology, Pro-
fessor Donald L. Resnick from San Diego, 
California, USA, will be presented with 
Honorary Membership of the European Soci-
ety of Radiology at ECR 2010.

Donald L. Resnick, a renowned musculoskel-
etal radiologist, is Professor of Radiology and 
Chief of Musculoskeletal Imaging at the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego (UCSD) and 
Chief of Musculoskeletal Imaging at the Vete-
rans Affairs Medical Center in San Diego, having 
been at both facilities for more than thirty years.

Born in Mt. Vernon, New York, in 1941, he gra-
duated at Cornell University, Medical College, 
New York City, in 1966 and went on to com-
plete his residency in Radiology at the New York 
Hospital, Cornell University in 1972. He then 
became Assistant Professor of Radiology in Resi-
dence at UCSD, and in 1979 he was appointed 
Professor of Radiology.

“I chose to become a radiologist for one major 
reason,” explained Resnick, “It was the profes-
sion of my father, for whom I had great respect 
and admiration. His enthusiasm for what he did, 
the energy he displayed for his work, and the joy 
that radiology brought to him are clear memo-
ries for me – it made my choice of a profession 
very easy.”

In the following 30 years, Professor Resnick 
graduated nearly 200 clinical bone fellows from 
the United States and Canada, and about 500 
research fellows, many from Europe, Asia and 
South America, and Brazil in particular. Most of 
these fellows have assumed academic positions 
since then. Also during this time he was chief 
of the osteoradiology section of the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center in San Diego 
from 1977 to 1990.

Professor Resnick has given more than 1,200 
presentations and has made outstanding scien-
tific contributions as an author of 861 articles, 
25 books and chapters, and 59 invited articles 
and chapters. His work has been recognised by 
several publication awards and book grants, such 
as the American Society of Indexers Award for 
excellence in indexing for ‘Diagnosis of Bone 
and Joint Disorders’ (Resnick D, Niwayama G).

He has delivered numerous national and inter-
national named lectures, undertaken over 150 
visiting professorships and won numerous 
honours and awards, including the Gold Medal 

of the American Roentgen Ray Society. He has 
also twice given the Annual Oration at the mee-
ting of the Radiological Society of North Ame-
rica (RSNA).

Professor Resnick has held numerous professio-
nal positions and sat on the Executive Commit-
tee of the International Skeletal Society (ISS) for 
over 20 years. He was a member of the RSNA 
Public Information Advisory Committee and 
American Roentgen Ray Society Programme 
Committee.

He has received sponsored post-doctoral fellow-
ships on osteoradiology, and has been a member 
of editorial boards of several scientific journals, 
including Skeletal Radiology, AJR, Arthritis & 
Rheumatism and Seminars in Musculoskeletal 
Imaging.

He has been awarded honorary membership by 
numerous prestigious societies, including the 
French Canadian Society of Radiology, the Swe-
dish Society of Medical Radiology and the Aust-
rian Radiological Society.

“With regard to what keeps me motivated today, 
the answer is clear,” adds Resnick. “It is the resi-
dents and fellows with whom I interact each day. 
Their quest for knowledge gives me purpose. 
Their thoughtful and challenging questions keep 
me studying. And their friendship gives me great 
enjoyment. What more could anyone ask for in 
a ‘job’?”

He is married to Pauline Chu, M.D., radiologist 
and Professor of Radiology at UCSD.

Honorary Membership of the ESR for 
outstanding musculoskeletal radiologist 

By Mélisande Rouger and Simon Lee 

In recognition of his exceptional career, his 
tremendous scientific accomplishments and 
his considerable influence in opening up 
Chinese radiology to the rest of the world, 
Professor Ji Qi from Tianjin, China, will 
be awarded Honorary Membership of the 
European Society of Radiology at ECR 2010.

Having started his career under quite unfavo-
urable circumstances, Ji Qi has demonstrated 
outstanding determination and a considerable 
capacity for hard work throughout his career. 
He is Professor of Radiology and Chief of the 
Radiological Department of the First Cen-
tral Hospital, Tianjin Medical University, and 
one of the most prominent figures in Chinese 
radiology.

Born in 1945, he was a young man during the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution (1966–1976), a 
decade in which no student graduated from any 
Chinese university. Professor Qi’s family was 
also one of the many who were discriminated 
against by the Maoist regime, which meant he 
could not receive higher education.

After 1978, the Master’s degree and postgradu-
ate education system were introduced in China, 
and Prof. Qi started his medical degree, which 
he obtained in 1982, finishing second at his Uni-
versity. Even more impressively, he finished first 
when completing his Doctor’s Degree in 1988.

He worked at the Radiological Department of 
the General Hospital of Tianjin Medical Univer-
sity from 1979 to 1992, when he joined the First 
Central Hospital of Tianjin Medical University.

In addition to his primary role at Tianjin, he 
also teaches radiology at the Medical College 
of Nankai University and is the President of the 
Tianjin Medical Imaging Institute. He is also 
Chairman of the Academic Committee of the 
First Central Hospital in Tianjin.

“It was actually down to chance that I entered 
into the field of radiology,” said Qi of his start in 
the specialty. “Generally, in the 1960s only lar-
ger hospitals were equipped with x-ray machi-
nes and the hospital I was working in was a 
smaller one. The local government distributed 
a 30mA X-ray machine to my hospital (indeed, 
almost everything was distributed by govern-
ment, food, clothes, shoes etc, during that 
time), but nobody wanted to work in the radio-
logical department because of the poor wor-
king conditions and radiation protection. I was 
chosen and began my radiological profession. 
Fortunately I like and love this special field and 
have continued with it wholeheartedly.”

Having served the Chinese Society of Radio-
logy (CSR) for 12 years, first as General Sec-
retary then Vice-President and President, he 
has done a lot to improve the quality of CSR’s 
academic conferences and radiological publi-
cations, and has made a great overall contribu-
tion to the development of radiology in China.

He has been Chief Editor of the International 
Journal of Medical Radiology for the past 15 
years and Chief Editor of the Chinese Journal of 
Radiology since 2006.

His scientific accomplishments and leadership 
skills earned him the appointment of Presi-
dent of the Chinese Society of MRI from 2001 

to 2005, and he has been the vice-Chairman 
of the Chinese Radiologists Association since 
2006.

He also succeeded in setting up close relati-
onships with international societies such as 
the European Society of Radiology (ESR), the 
Radiological Society of North America (RSNA), 
the Japanese Radiological Society, the Korean 
Society of Radiology, the Radiological Society 
of Finland, and the Indian Radiological & Ima-
ging Association (IRIA).

His involvement on the international radio-
logical scene is marked by the great number 
of positions he has held within multinational 
organisations. He was notably a member of the 

International Relations Committee of the ESR 
in 2007–2008 and the International Advisory 
Committee of RSNA from 2006 to 2008. He was 
Co-Chairman of the ‘ESR meets China’ sessions 
at ECR 2007 and Co-Chairman of the AIMS 
course organised by the European School of 
Radiology (ESOR) in China in 2007–2008.

In 2007 he was awarded Honorary Membership 
of the Radiological Society of Finland, and he 

has been a corresponding member of the ESR 
since 2006.

He has published 256 papers and 22 books, as 
Chief Editor or vice-Chief Editor.

He is married to Yingzhou, manager of a phar-
maceutical research institute, and they have two 
sons, one of whom is a radiographer, the other 
still in high school.

ECR has been one of the largest platforms for Chinese radiologists to 
get to know the radiology of the world and to make academic exchange 
and collaboration. It is lucky for me that I and the whole CSR have 
been fused into the ESR family. I and most Chinese radiologists will be 
devoted to developing the friendly and mutually beneficial relationship 
between the ESR and the CSR.

The ESR is one of the most prestigious radiology organisations in the 
world. I have been fortunate to have met and gotten to know many 
of the leading radiologists in Europe, and from them I have learned a 
great deal, both professionally and personally. It is for this reason and 
many others that becoming an Honorary Member of the ESR is a great 
honour and a distinct privilege for me; one I will always remember.

Ji Qi from Tiajin, China.

Donald L. Resnick from San Diego, California, USA.
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Today’s Scientific Highlights

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room C
SF 2  Optimal imaging of muscle 

pathology

Multidisciplinary Session
Managing Patients with 
Cancer

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room L/M
MS 221  Carcinoma of the uterus 

and cervix

Categorical Course
Radiology of the Spine in 
2010

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room B

CC 216  Back to basics:  
Protocols for the spine

Categorical Course
Imaging in Lung Diseases

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room D

CC 218  COPD: A disorder of 
the respiratory and 
cardiovascular systems

Special Focus Session

Abdominal and 
Gastrointestinal
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room A
SS 101a  The many different ways 

to evaluate the pancreas

Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room C
SS 101b Esophagogastric disease

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room E1
RC 201  Gastroesophageal cancer: 

Is modern imaging 
accurate enough?

Breast
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room F2
SS 102  Cutting edge in 

mammography

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room F2
RC 202 Breast US

Cardiac
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room P
SS 103 Dose saving in cardiac CT

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room P
RC 203  Tips and tricks to improve 

your image quality

Chest
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room D
SS 104  Lung cancer:  

Perfusion assessment

Computer Applications
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room K
SS 105    Workflow, reporting and 

communication

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room K
RC 205  Image sharing

Molecular Imaging and 
Contrast Media
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room N/O
SS 106    PET scanning vs novel MR 

techniques

Genitourinary
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room F1
SS 107   Prostate and bladder 

cancer

Head and Neck
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room G/H
SS 108    Oncology and new imaging 

applications

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room N/O
RC 208  Skull base

Interventional Radiology
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room Q
SS 109    Musculoskeletal and 

Biliary interventions

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room Q
RC 209  The trauma patient

Musculoskeletal
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room B
SS 110 Cartilage

Neuro
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room L/M
SS 111    Dementia and 

neurodegenerative disorders

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room G/H
RC 211   Basic MRI

Vascular
Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room I
SS 115    Imaging peripheral arterial 

disease

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room I
RC 215   Diseases of the visceral 

arteries

Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room E2
E³ 120    Imaging in common clinical 

problems: Soft tissue 
tumors

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room E2
E³ 220a   Imaging in common clinical 

problems: Hematuria

Thursday, March 4, 16:00–17:30, Room F1
E³ 220b    Commonly missed 

diagnosis in 
musculoskeletal conditions

Thursday, March 4, 14:00–15:30, Room E1

WS 123 Introductory lectures

Refresher Courses / Scientific Sessions E3 – Interactive Teaching 
Sessions

Hands-On Workshop 
Cardiac CT Post-
Processing and Analysis
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By Mélisande Rouger

As in previous years, ‘ESR meets’, one of ECR’s 
most popular programmes, has invited three 
countries, this time from three different con-
tinents, to demonstrate their expertise in 
radiology. Poland, Saudi Arabia and Argen-
tina will deliver their latest scientific achieve-
ments of international relevance from tomor-
row until Monday. Neurology will also be a 
guest at ECR 2010, as part of ECR’s efforts to 
promote multidisciplinary dialogue.

On Friday, Poland, home country of ECR 2010 
President Professor Małgorzata Szczerbo-Tro-
janowska, will present a session on emergency 
radiology. A few of the most talented young 
Polish radiologists will present their achieve-
ments in modern emergency stroke imaging, 
cardiac emergency imaging, and in the diag-
nosis and management of aortic or end-organ 
complications in the dissection of descending 
aorta. They will also provide examples of their 
use of CT pulmonary angiography in staging 
acute pulmonary embolism.

“We hope the ESR meets Poland session will 
provide us with an opportunity to present the 
development of radiology in Poland and also 
the new generation of Polish academic radio-
logists who we consider ‘rising stars’,” said Pro-
fessor Marek Sasiadek, Vice-President of the 
Polish Medical Radiological Society, who will 
lead the Polish delegation to ECR. 

Inviting a partner discipline to take part in the 
debates has become a necessity and ECR recog-
nised this two years ago by extending its ‘ESR 
meets’ programme to specialities beyond radio-
logy. On Friday, ECR delegates will be able to 
follow a session coordinated by neurologists and 
radiologists together, focusing on the diagnosis 
and treatment of stroke, the number two cause 
of death worldwide. From clinical requirements 
and expectations of diagnostic imaging, to diag-
nostic imaging of ischaemic stroke, experts will 
talk of their experience with the aim of impro-
ving both their cooperation and medical out-
come. They will also deal with the management 
of acute stroke patients and the endovascular 
treatment of patients with ischaemic strokes.

On Saturday, Argentina will be the first Latin 
American country to take part in the ESR meets 
initiative. The delegates will focus on pneumo-
oesophageal MDCT in cancer presurgical cha-
racterisation and staging, radioanatomy of the 
lower arterial anastomoses, and high-resolution 
MRI in rectal cancer. They will also deliver a 
presentation on cystic echinococcosis, based on 
local experience in Patagonia.

For Argentinean radiologists, who are always 
very involved in ECR, notably by having 
submitted the highest number of abstracts 
of all Latin American countries for the past 
few years, ‘ESR meets’ will be “a chance to 
strengthen our relationship with the European 
radiological community and a motivation to 
show the world what we can achieve,” accor-
ding to Professor Cesar Gotta, immediate Past 
President of the Sociedad Argentina de Radio-
logía (SAR). 

The Argentinean delegation will be taken to 
ECR by newly elected SAR President, Professor 
Alfredo Buzzi from Buenos Aires. 

Finally, on Monday, Saudi Arabia will offer a 
general presentation based on its typical radio-
logical routine, and will explain how imaging 
can help assess peculiar musculoskeletal infec-
tions and infestations, as well as Brucellosis 
infection. The Saudi delegation will also stress 
the role of imaging in the discovery and cha-
racterisation of genetic diseases, and the role 
of nuclear medicine and functional imaging 
in Non-Hodgkin lymphomas (NHL), a diverse 
group of haematologic cancers.

Taking part in the ‘ESR meets’ programme will 
be an opportunity for the young Radiological 
Society of Saudi Arabia (RSSA) to show the 
world what it has achieved in its six years of 
existence. “The main benefit of taking part in 
this programme is the exposure to the interna-
tional radiology community in order to intro-
duce our level of standards of practice to the rest 
of the world and initiate scientific communica-
tions and collaboration,” said Professor Sattam 
Saud Lingawi, President of the RSSA.

Argentina, Poland, Saudi Arabia and  
neurology are special guests at ECR 2010
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Friday, March 5, 10:30–12:00, Room A
ESR meets Poland
EM 1  Emergency radiology:  

The new frontiers,  
the old barriers

Presiding:  C.J. Herold; Vienna/AT 
M. Sasiadek; Wroclaw/PL 
M. Szczerbo-Trojanowska; Lublin/PL

Friday, March 5, 16:00–17:30, Room C
ESR meets Neurologists
EM 2  Ischemic stroke: Diagnosis 

and treatment
 
Presiding:  J.M. Ferro; Lisbon/PT

C.J. Herold; Vienna/AT 
M. Szczerbo-Trojanowska; Lublin/PL

Saturday, March 6, 10:30–12:00, Room B
ESR meets Argentina
EM 3  Argentine radiology:  

Past, present and future

Presiding:  A.E. Buzzi; Buenos Aires/AR 
C.J. Herold; Vienna/AT 
M. Szczerbo-Trojanowska; Lublin/PL

 

Monday, March 8, 12:15–13:45, Room B
ESR meets Saudi Arabia
EM 4  Saudi radiology
 
Presiding:  C.J. Herold; Vienna/AT 

S.S. Lingawi; Jeddah/SA 
M. Szczerbo-Trojanowska; Lublin/PL

ESR meets Sessions
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What’s on today in Vienna?
Theatre
Please note that all performances, except at Vienna’s English Theatre, are in German! 
Akademietheater 
1030 Vienna, Lisztstraße 1 
phone: +43 1 51444 4145
www.burgtheater.at 

Burgtheater 
1010 Vienna, Dr. Karl-Lueger-Ring 2 
phone: +43 1 51444 4145 
www.burgtheater.at 

Rabenhof 
1030 Vienna, Rabengasse 3
phone: + 43 1 712 82 82
www.rabenhof.at

Schauspielhaus  
1090 Vienna, Porzellangasse 19
phone: + 43 1 317 01 01
www.schauspielhaus.at

stadtTheater, walfischgasse 
1010 Vienna, Walfischgasse 4
phone: + 43 1 512 42 00
www.stadttheater.org

Theater in der Josefstadt 
1080 Vienna, Josefstädter Straße 26
phone: +43 1 42 700 300 
www.josefstadt.org 

Vienna’s English Theatre 
1080 Vienna, Josefsgasse 12
phone: +43 1 402 12 60 0
www.englishtheatre.at 

Volkstheater 
1070 Vienna, Neustiftgasse 1
phone: 43 1 52111 400
www.volkstheater.at

 

20:00  Das wundervolle Zwischending 
by Martin Heckmanns

20:00  Melodie des Lachens 
A musical revue with texts by Karl Farkas,  
Fritz Grünbaum, Georg Kreisler

20:00 �Cordoba – The Return Match 
Multi-cultural satire about Germans and 
Austrians and their special relations by 
Florian Scheuba and Rupert Hennig

 
20:00  Die Welt ist groß und Rettung 

lauert überall 
by Ilija Trojanow

  
20:00  Die Feuerzangenbowle 

by Heinrich Spoerl
 

19:30 Gespenster by Henrik Ibsen

 
19:30  God of Carnage 

by Yasmina Reza
 

19:30  Liliom 
by Franz Molnár

 
 

Concerts & Sounds
Musikverein (Classical Music) 
1010 Vienna, Bösendorferstraße 12 
www.musikverein.at 

Porgy & Bess (Jazz) 
1010 Vienna, Riemergasse 11 
www.porgy.at 

Arena (Alternative Music) 
1030 Vienna, Baumgasse 80 
www.arena.co.at 

Szene Wien (Alternative Music)  
1110 Vienna, Hauffgasse 26 
www.szenewien.com

 
19:30  Kuss Quartett

L. van Beethoven, F. Schubert
 

20:30 Sam Bardfeld’s Up Jumped the Devil 

20:00 Vollbeat, Che Sudaka
  
 

20:00 Fiddler’s Green, Hadu Brand & Band
 

Opera & Musical Theatre
Volksoper
1090 Vienna, Währingerstraße 78 
www.volksoper.at

Wiener Staatsoper –  
Vienna State Opera
1010 Vienna, Opernring 2 
www.wiener-staatsoper.at 

 
19:00  Kehraus um St. Stephan 

Opera by Ernst Krenek

19:30  Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauß, 
conducted by Michael Halász 
Ballet choreographed by Roland Petit 
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