
CONCLUSIONS FROM A DISCUSSION EVENT AT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
This event provided a forum for policy and lawmakers, healthcare professionals, patients and industry 
representatives to discuss interrelated issues and challenges in translating policies and concepts into 
improved patient outcomes.
The participating organisations are convinced that action in the following key areas will contribute to 
innovative and sustainable healthcare systems providing the best value for patients in Europe:

Improved coordination of EU health policies and actionable goals
★★ Inter-institutional cooperation and coordination of the policy-making process must be improved

★★ Actionable and practical plans for implementation must be part of policy-making

Medical imaging as an example for improving patient outcomes through technology adoption
★★ The radiology profession is an early adopter of innovative medical and eHealth technologies

★★ Rational use of medical imaging holds the key to “value-based healthcare”, improving patients’ 

lives and saving money

★★ Novel imaging technologies are essential for better diagnosis, treatment selection, and health 

outcome assessment

Better inter-institutional cooperation to implement policies
★★ EU health competences are limited, but can be used for maximum patient benefit

★★ The “Health in all policies” principle makes coordinated implementation essential 

Involvement of stakeholders to translate policy into practice
★★ Stakeholder involvement is vital and should be integrated “by design”

★★ Professional societies and representative associations provide concentrated expertise and 

networks to disseminate information, foster adoption and enhance compliance

Patient-centred communication as a guiding principle
★★ Patient participation is vital at every step – policymaking, research, clinical trials, delivery of care

★★ Patients want balance between access to innovative technologies and safety

★★ Patients need to be correctly informed about diagnostic pathways and non-surgical treatment 

alternatives such as image-guided interventional radiology

Quality and safety as a driver for innovation
★★ Safety regulations are designed to ensure innovative technologies work in the intended way, 

protect patients and workers and not to impede innovation

★★ Radiation protection standards serve as drivers for innovation in medical imaging

Providing innovative technologies in a changing regulatory environment
★★ The medical technology industry is adapting to a range of regulatory changes

★★ Industry requires a consistent and predictable regulatory environment, and support from policy 

makers, professionals and patients to maximise the benefits of technological advances
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