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this second, regular, annual meeting with national societies and sub-
specialty societies. In now meeting twice a year with our institutional 
members, we have created an important initiative to engage far more 
closely with them, and I am sure this will further strengthen the unity 
of radiology in Europe.

I am very proud and happy to say that our congress, ECR 2019, was 
a success. We gathered 30,259 delegates from 133 countries; 7,020 of 
whom participated from home thanks to our live streaming platform. 
Furthermore, ECR Online, the system where all lectures are made 
available for download, was accessed by 36,182 visitors until the end 
of August. I am very happy that 8,469 abstracts were submitted for 
ECR 2019 by colleagues from around the whole world, and I am more 
than happy to say that this number has been overcome by the 9,085 
abstracts submitted for presentation at ECR 2020. A new record! This 
means that the attraction of being a part of the ECR is growing year 
after year. Thank you to all who submitted work, for your support of 
our society and for choosing our congress as the place to present your 
scientific advancements.

Harmonisation of radiology throughout Europe is one of the main 
goals of the ESR. We have been working towards this aim through 
many initiatives over the years, the most important of which are the 
ESR European Training Curriculum (ETC), the European Diploma in 
Radiology (EDiR),  the Accreditation Council in Imaging (ACI) and 
the European Training Assessment Programme (ETAP). Our disci-
pline is changing constantly, driven by both technological and clini-
cal advances. This is why we have put so much effort into preparing 
a new version of the European Training Curriculum, including major 
updates regarding AI and medical imaging informatics at Levels I, II 
and III. Levels I and II of the ETC in Medical Imaging Informatics detail 
the competences required to understand and make use of imaging 
informatics at the user level. Level III of this curriculum covers the skills 
and knowledge needed for the radiologist to actively manage medical 
imaging informatics in all clinical radiology domains. The understand-
ing is that there is a need for a bridge between clinical radiology and 
the more technical disciplines (physics and informatics). Radiologists 
with in-depth knowledge of medical imaging informatics will be able 
to translate clinical needs into medical imaging informatics applica-
tions, typically within an interdisciplinary team of radiologists, infor-
maticians and physicists. The new version of the curriculum will be 
presented at ECR 2020. 

The European Diploma in Radiology (EDiR) will be ten years old 
in 2021. It has grown fast during that decade, with more than 3,500 
candidates taking the examination in total. It took some time, but it 
is now accepted as equivalent to the national board examinations in 
the Netherlands, Poland and Croatia, and to a part of the national 
board exams in Turkey, Finland and Slovenia. The numbers are contin-

uously increasing, and therefore the European Diploma in Radiology 
is no longer only a valuable adjunct to the individual’s CV, but is also 
increasingly recognised by national authorities as robust, accurate 
and valuable.

The Accreditation Council in Imaging (ACI), launched in January 
2016 as a joint initiative of the ESR and the UEMS, acts as a facilitator 
between training providers and the EACCME, offering a personalised 
and efficient service for accreditation of educational content, and I 
am happy to say that radiology is one of the medical specialties with 
the highest number of UEMS accredited events.

Likewise, the European Training Assessment Programme (ETAP), 
which serves as an efficient and objective tool for evaluating train-
ing effectiveness and demonstrating the value of training, has contin-
ued to issue certificates of excellence for radiology training centres in 
Europe and beyond.

I am especially proud that, aside from the existing initiatives, the 
ESR continues to develop new projects that aim to facilitate progress 
in radiology. In 2019, the ESR Research Committee, together with 
the European Institute for Biomedical Imaging Research (EIBIR), 
launched a new seed funding programme for innovative one-year 
projects and pilot studies in the fields of AI and cardiac imaging. The 
purpose of the programme is to stimulate and provide funding for 
ambitious projects that will subsequently lead to larger studies and 
further funding applications.

Another new initiative launched by the ESR in 2019 was ESR  
Connect, offering exciting and highly educational online video content 
spread over three channels. We also relaunched the ESR Education on 
Demand platform with two websites: Education on Demand, currently 
with 29 courses available, and Education on Demand Premium, con-
taining more than 320 courses with 425 CME credits available.

Finally, I want to underline that the work of the Chair of the ESR Board 
of Directors is not performed in isolation but is the result of teamwork. 
I therefore wish to express my immense gratitude to all the directors 
and Executive Council members who have contributed to achieving all 
these great things in the past year, to all the people at the ESR Office 
for their professional help, and to all of you, dear colleagues and ESR 
members, whose unrelenting support keeps us striving towards excel-
lence in radiology.

Lorenzo E. Derchi
Chairman of the ESR Board of Directors

CHAIRPERSON’S ADDRESS
By Lorenzo E. Derchi

It is tradition that the Chairperson of the Board of Directors prepares 
a foreword to the Annual Report of the European Society of Radiology 
pointing at what she or he thinks were the most important achieve-
ments of the society during the year, thus providing a ‘personal touch’ 
to the report. So it is now my duty – although I prefer to call it a pleas-
ure and honour – to write a few words about what I believe are the 
highlights of the ESR’s many activities throughout 2019.

First of all, the ESR has set a new membership record, with 121,608 
members from 182 different countries. This clearly means that the 
services provided by the society to its individual members are con-
sidered useful and are highly appreciated. Furthermore, the society 
now has 114 national and subspecialty societies as Institutional and 
Associate Institutional Members. Again, I think this means that the 
ESR is felt to be – and is well established as – a forum for the discus-
sion and growth of radiology worldwide, and that the motto of ECR 
2018 ‘diverse & united’ is truly a reality. 

At our Annual Leadership Meeting (ALM), held in Genoa, my home-
town, on November 22, 135 member delegates from 46 Institutional 
Member Societies gathered together and we presented the initial 
results of the survey on ‘The role and identity of the radiologist in 
Europe’, which was conducted among the European national radio-
logical societies. We decided that the same survey will be sent to all 
full radiologist members of the ESR. The questionnaire, prepared by 
Prof. Andrea Rockall, Chair of the National Societies Committee, aims 
to help us understand how we radiologists perceive our role in health-
care; the nature of our relationships with each other, our colleagues 
and our patients; how we practice medicine; and how we improve 
teamwork in our departments. We hope it will be possible to gather 
information that will help us to gain a deeper knowledge of ‘the big-
ger picture’ of radiology in Europe and to understand ourselves better 
as specialists, as physicians and as people. Knowing ourselves better 
is the most important element in building the future of radiology in 
the ever-changing landscape of modern medicine. Before the meet-
ing, all national and subspecialty societies were asked, according to 
their opinions and needs, which were the ‘hottest topics’ to be dis-
cussed within the ESR. Subspecialisation, training and continuing 
education, and turf battles were among them, and were discussed at 
the ALM. The remaining topics will be points of discussion at a meet-
ing of the ESR National Societies Committee and Subspecialties & 
Allied Sciences Committee during the ECR, which will be held annu-
ally from now on. Each year, we continue to build upon projects that 
have recently been started. Every year there is something new that 
was conceived the previous year and handed from the previous chair 
of the board to the next. The project I will pass on, is the launch of 

House of European Radiology:  
Come and feel at home!
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OVERVIEW OF THE ESR’S 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2019

INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP

Record Membership
The ESR is experiencing a continuous 
increase in membership numbers, and 2019 
marked yet another important milestone: 
more than 120,000 individual members. Fin-
ishing the year with 121,608 members from 
182 countries solidifies the ESR as the world’s 
largest radiological society. The number 
of ESR member societies has also seen an 
increase with two new Associate Institu-
tional Member Societies joining the ESR in 
2019 – the Ghana Association of Radiolo-
gists and the Kuwait Radiological Society. 
The total number of ESR Associate Institu-
tional Member Societies thus amounts to 51, 
in addition to 48 European National Member 
Societies and 15 European Subspecialty and 
Allied Sciences Member Societies.

ESR Support Initiative
The highly popular ESR Support Initiative 
saw its continuation in 2019. This social 
responsibility project aims to improve 
healthcare in less affluent regions in Europe 
by facilitating access to radiological training 
and educational resources for radiologists 
and allied professions. The Support Initiative 
country for the March 2019 – March 2020 
period was Georgia, and the initiative will 
go forward with Belarus as the beneficiary 
country for the March 2020 – March 2021 
period.

ESR Annual Leadership Meeting
This year’s ESR Annual Leadership Meet-
ing was held on November 22 in the capital 
of the Italian region of Liguria, Genoa. The 
ESR Annual Leadership Meeting is the major 
annual get-together of the presidents and 

members of the executive committees of the 
ESR National and Subspecialties & Allied 
Sciences Societies, as well as of leading pro-
fessionals in the ESR bodies. 135 attendees 
from 46 ESR Institutional Member Societies 
gathered in the Palazzo della Borsa, the 
former stock exchange building in the heart 
of the historic port city of Genoa, to discuss 
topics of importance for the ESR’s member 
societies and the profession of radiology. 
Besides an update on the current ESR’s 
activities and the upcoming ECR 2020, the 
meeting focused on the topic of the role of 
the radiologist, the patient’s groups perspec-
tive, as well as a variety of issues concerning 
the ESR Institutional Member societies. The 
selected topics led to a stimulating exchange 
of ideas and opened up new perspectives 
for the future of medical imaging in Europe. 
The great interest in the meeting and con-
tinuously high number of participants each 
year confirms that it is one of ESR’s most 
important annual events. It is a great oppor-
tunity to network, to develop beneficial rela-
tionships and, most importantly, to build the 
future of radiology together.

The role of the radiologist survey among 
ESR full radiologist members
An important element for building the future 
of radiology is understanding the new role 
of the radiologist in an ever-changing land-
scape of modern medicine. In that sense, the 
ESR Board of Directors proposed a survey 
among ESR full radiologist members. Prof. 
Andrea Rockall, Chairperson of the National 
Societies Committee, designed the survey 
‘What is the identity and role of the radiolo-
gist in 2020?’ that attempts to explore radi-
ologists’ opinions concerning their identity, 
their role in clinical care, their interactions 
with professional colleagues and patients 
and the potential developments in delega-
tion or skill mix. The preliminary results will 
be discussed at the ESR National Societies 
Committee meeting at ECR 2020 and a 
respective paper is planned to be finalised 
in 2020.

INTERNATIONAL AND  
INTERPROFESSIONAL RELATIONS

ESR on Tour
The radiological world is enriched by a myr-
iad of congresses taking place throughout the 
year. The unwearied ESR representatives have 
worked tirelessly to visit as many of them as 
possible – in the past year the ESR was repre-
sented at more than 70 congresses across the 
globe. In addition to supporting our friends, by 
visiting many events worldwide, the ESR made 
sure that the voice of European radiology is 
heard globally, and it has built strong part-
nerships with societies from around the world.  
See pages 111–119

Best of ECR
Due to popular demand and as often requested 
by many of its partner societies, the ESR has 
developed the new ‘Best of ECR’ initiative 
that further intensifies the ESR presence at 
international congresses. As part of the ‘Best 
of ECR’ initiative, a group of premium ECR 
speakers visits national congresses worldwide 
and presents top-quality scientific content of 
the latest ECR. The aim is to bring the most 
innovative and ground-breaking elements of 
Europe’s largest radiological congress to a 
wider audience outside of Europe. The ‘Best 
of ECR’ initiative had its debut at the 48th Bra-
zilian Congress of Radiology (CBR 19), held 
October 10–12 in Fortaleza, with more than 
3,000 participants. Ten of the best speakers 
from ECR shared their experience and dis-
seminated important radiological updates 
in a programme that featured a total of 34 
lectures in six scientific sessions with state-of-
the-art talks on chest, MSK, GI/GU and breast 
imaging. The ‘Best of ECR’ initiative will con-
tinue in 2020 at the Annual Scientific Meeting 
of the Canadian Association of Radiologists, 
taking place April 16–19, 2020 in Montreal.

International Forum
The International Forum was established by 
the ESR to intensify collaboration and dis-

cuss selected topics of global relevance in 
radiology with partner societies from outside 
Europe. It is held annually during the ECR, 
and participation is by invitation only, with 
the invitations usually being extended to the 
societies with whom the ESR has a Memoran-
dum of Understanding. In 2019, a new Mem-
orandum of Understanding was signed with 
the Peruvian Society of Radiology (SOCPR), 
which will accordingly take part in the ESR 
International Forum at ECR 2020.

The topic for the ESR International Forum 
at ECR 2019 was ‘What are the strategies to 
engage the young generation’. The partici-
pants presented their societies’ views of this 
topic and discussed the future of radiology. 
A paper on the outcomes of the discussion, 
prepared by Prof. Nikoleta Traykova, Chair-
person of the ESR Communication and Exter-
nal Affairs Committee, has been published in 
Insights into Imaging.

Interprofessional Cooperation
The ESR has put great emphasis on the 
expansion of its multidisciplinary relations 
in 2019 and reached out to another related 
society, leading to the conclusion of its first 
MoU with the European Federation of Clin-
ical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine 
(EFLM) on June 26, 2019. The main aim is to 
strengthen cooperation in areas of joint inter-
est, in particular, interdisciplinary scientific 
collaboration between both societies and the 
exploration of opportunities for integrative 
diagnostics. A first ESR/EFLM joint session 
will be held at ECR 2020 on ‘Integrated diag-
nostics: Are we ready for it?’. Future plans 
are already in progress for ECR 2021 and the 
EFLM’s congress EuroMedLab 2021.

The ESR further expanded its cooperation 
with radiographers on a global basis and 
entered into its first MoU with the Interna-
tional Society of Radiographers & Radio-
logical Technologists (ISRRT) on September 
4, 2019, to attract even more non-European 
radiographers to ECR and to strengthen 
cooperation in areas of common interest 
beyond Europe, such as the International Day 
of Radiology (IDoR). While the ISRRT was 
invited to contribute with a chapter to the 
IDoR 2019 Book on MSK radiology, the ESR 
was invited to write an article for the World 
Radiography Day 2019 ISRRT special edition.

In addition, the ESR and the European Fed-
eration of Radiographer Societies (EFRS) 
have sealed their cooperation for the next 
three years by signing a new MoU on Novem-
ber 21, 2019. By this MoU, the ECR continues 
to be recognised as the official annual sci-
entific meeting in medical imaging for radi-
ographers by both the EFRS and the ESR 
until 2022. The ESR and EFRS have further 
published a joint paper on ‘Patient Safety 
in Medical Imaging’ in Insights into Imaging 
(April 2019), and the EFRS has continued to 
contribute to a variety of ESR bodies.

ESR has further strengthened its relations 
with the European CanCer Organisation 
(ECCO) by joining forces in various lobbying 
activities in Brussels in view of the EU Can-
cer Mission within the framework of Horizon 
Europe, of which Prof. Regina Beets-Tan (ESR 
Board of Directors and ECCO Board member) 
is a board member. It is the ESR’s pleasure 
to host the first meeting of the newly elected 
ECCO Board as well as the ECCO Patient 
Advisory Committee on the occasion of ECR 
2020 and to have all respective ECCO officers 
in attendance during the opening ceremony.

Cooperation with the European Union 
of Medical Specialists (UEMS) Section of 
Radiology
In 2019, the ESR and the UEMS continued their 
successful collaboration, including projects 
under the umbrella of the European Board of 
Radiology (EBR), namely the Accreditation 
Council in Imaging (ACI), the European Train-
ing Assessment Programme (ETAP) 2.0 and 
the European Diploma in Radiology (EDiR). 
The ESR continues to support the UEMS Sec-
tion of Radiology in administrative and man-
agement issues. In appreciation of the out-
standing cooperation, the ESR granted the 
delegates of the UEMS Section of Radiology 
and of its Divisions, Interventional Radiology 
and Neuroradiology, free registration for ECR 
2019, where the successful joint session on 
‘Imaging professionals in the EU: radiologists 
without borders’ took place. In 2019, the ESR 
and the UEMS Radiology Section also joined 
forces regarding ultrasound.

Memoranda of Understanding
In 2019, the ESR had Memoranda of Under-
standing with 31 organisations. For the full list 
of the ESR Memoranda of Understanding, see 
page 40.

International Day of Radiology
See pages 81–95

https://insightsimaging.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13244-019-0827-2
https://www.internationaldayofradiology.com/books/
https://insightsimaging.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13244-019-0721-y
https://insightsimaging.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13244-019-0721-y
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EDUCATION & CERTIFICATION

Training 
European Training Curriculum
The promotion of harmonisation of radiol-
ogy training is absolute key to the ESR with 
the ultimate goal to achieve, throughout all 
European countries, a standardised system 
of education in the field of radiology, which 
will enhance the quality of radiological care 
for patients.

The European Training Curricula (ETC) are 
living documents and subject to continuous 
revisions. An updated version of the ESR 
U-Level Training Curriculum was published 
online during ECR 2019. ESR Subspecialties 
and Allied Societies Members recently pro-
vided their revisions for the ESR European 
Training Curricula Level I, II, and III and 
updated versions are planned to be published 
in time for ECR 2020. The 2018 edition of the 
European Training Curriculum Level I and II 
had been officially endorsed by the UEMS 
Council, and following the recommendation 
by the UEMS and under the guidance of Carlo 
Catalano, Education Committee Chair, intro-
ductory chapters were homogenised as well 
as a definition of ‘General Radiology’ was 
added for the 2020 edition.

Radiology Trainees Forum
In March 2019, Maja Marolt Mušić took over 
as new Chairperson of the Radiology Train-
ees Forum Subcommittee, which is the ESR’s 
platform for residents throughout Europe and 
beyond offering opportunities for networking 
and exchange.

Undergraduate Education
Under the guidance of Vicky Goh, who took 
over as Chair of the Undergraduate Educa-
tion Subcommittee in March 2019, the Sub-
committee is developing new strategies on 
how to best attract students to the radiology 
profession and a survey among the Educa-
tion Committee delegates is planned. The 

ESR statement of new approaches to under-
graduate teaching in radiology was pub-
lished on November 19, 2019, in Insights into 
Imaging. Also, an eBook for medical students 
is currently prepared.

Invest in the Youth
Supporting the youth is one the ESR’s top pri-
orities, and since its foundation, the ESR has 
invested over €5,000,000 in its Invest in the 
Youth Programme to enable more than 8,000 
trainees to come to the ECR. For ECR 2019, 
1,000 successful applicants were granted free 
congress registration and a hotel accommo-
dation voucher, and the ESR will offer 1,400 
places for ECR 2020.

Education / Educational services
For details about the European School of 
Radiology (ESOR), see pages 66–69.

For details about the ESR educational ser-
vices Education on Demand and Eurorad, 
see pages 70–73.

For details about the platform ESR Connect, 
see pages 97–99.

Certification
For details about the European Diploma in 
Radiology (EDiR), the Accreditation Council 
in Imaging (ACI) and the European Train-
ing Assessment Programme (ETAP), see  
pages 76–79.

EUROPEAN CONGRESS OF  
RADIOLOGY ECR 2019

See pages 19–25

SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS

See pages 45–55

PROFESSIONAL ISSUES & ADVOCACY

Quality and safety agenda
Quality of care and patient safety in radiol-
ogy underpin all the work of the European 
Society of Radiology. The ESR advocates 
a holistic approach to quality and safety in 
radiology through several initiatives. Under 
the leadership of Committee Chair Adrian P. 
Brady, the ESR Quality, Safety and Standards 
Committee is the main ESR body responsi-
ble for the development and implementation 
of quality and safety initiatives and acts as 
supervising and supporting organ to the 
activities of dedicated subcommittees and 
working groups.

Audit and standards
Following the efforts of a clinical audit pro-
ject started in the past years, in 2019, the ESR 
Audit and Standards Subcommittee worked 
on the development of clinical audit sur-
veys which were sent to European radiology 
departments through their national radio-
logical societies and EuroSafe Imaging Star 
departments. After evaluating the results, a 
feedback survey was sent to the EuroSafe 
Imaging Star and national radiological soci-
eties network to evaluate how external sup-
port of departmental audit by national radi-
ological societies might work, and to assess 
departmental feedback on the clinical utility 
of Esperanto 2019. An ESR paper on the pro-
ject’s results was developed and is expected 
to be published in 2020. Sessions on clinical 
audit were organised at ECR 2020, and the 
article ‘Clinical Audit: An important tool for 

improving quality and outcome of patient 
care’ was published in ECR Today on Febru-
ary 27, 2019.

eHealth and Informatics
The ESR paper ‘What the radiologist should 
know about artificial intelligence – an ESR 
white paper’, initiated by the subcommittee 
in 2018, was published in Insights into Imag-
ing on April 4, 2019. The ESR eHealth and 
Informatics Subcommittee worked on the 
update of the imaging informatics section of 
the ESR European Training Curriculum Level 
I, II and III and the integration of AI content 
in the curricula in collaboration with the 
European Society of Medical Imaging Infor-
matics (EuSoMII). An international multi-so-
ciety paper with the title ‘Ethics of artificial 
intelligence in radiology: summary of the 
joint European and North American multi-so-
ciety statement’ was produced by the ESR, 
the American College of Radiology (ACR), 
the Radiological Society of North America 
(RSNA), the Society for Imaging Informatics 
in Medicine (SIIM), the European Society of 
Medical Imaging Informatics (EuSoMII), the 
Canadian Association of Radiologists (CAR) 
and the American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine (AAPM). The paper was published 
in Insights into Imaging on October 1, 2019. A 
further paper on blockchaining technology in 
radiology is under development.

Professional Issues and Economics in 
Radiology
The ESR Professional Issues and Economics 
in Radiology (PIER) Subcommittee worked 
together with other ESR bodies on the follow-
ing sessions for ECR 2020: ‘Artificial intelli-
gence (AI) in radiology: meeting expectations 
and benefiting outcomes’, ‘Audit and value in 
clinical radiology: enhancing quality’, ‘Patient 
engagement, visible radiology and eHealth’, 
‘Challenges facing the radiology workforce’, 
‘Guidance for IT in radiology: how radiolo-
gists can benefit from DIAM (Digital Imaging 
Adoption Model)’. The collaboration with the 

EuroSafe Imaging Steering Committee on 
Action 5 ‘Develop performance indicators for 
radiation protection management’ from the 
updated Call for Action 2018 continued in 2019. 
A paper is envisaged for publication in Insights 
into Imaging.

Ultrasound
The ESR Ultrasound Subcommittee produced 
a paper with the title ‘Abdominal applications 
of ultrasound fusion imaging technique: liver, 
kidney, and pancreas’ which was published 
in Insights into Imaging on January 28, 2019. 
Also, an ‘ESR statement on portable ultra-
sound devices’ was developed by the subcom-
mittee and appeared online in Insights into 
Imaging on September 16, 2019. Cooperation 
of this subcommittee with the UEMS (Euro-
pean Union of Medical Specialists) on estab-
lishing new overall standards for ultrasound 
practice was started.

Other ESR core activities related to 
professional issues and advocacy topics

 • In 2019, the ESR continued to expand its 
working relations with the EU institutions 
in the fields of quality of care and patient 
safety, research, cancer care, eHealth, med-
ical devices, education and training, and 
artificial intelligence in health. The ESR also 
continued its fruitful collaboration with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

 • The ESR Value-Based Radiology Subcom-
mittee orchestrated a multi-society paper 
on the value contributed to healthcare by 
radiology and worked on the follow-up of 
a survey in collaboration with the ESR’s 
Patient Advisory Group (PAG).

 • EuroSafe Imaging shined again as ESR’s 
flagship initiative on quality and safety. Its 
priority continued to be the promotion of 
the Call for Action 2018 and support to ESR 
members with the implementation of the 
European BSS Directive. Other focus areas 
were the promotion of clinical diagnostic 
reference levels (DRLs), quality and safety 
in paediatric imaging, dose management 

systems, the expansion of the network 
of EuroSafe Imaging Stars, and outreach 
activities.

 • The ESR Referral Guidelines Subcommittee 
worked on reviewing the appropriateness 
use criteria developed by the American Col-
lege of Radiology and enhanced its global 
outreach.

For a full report see pages 28–39

ESR Patient Advisory Group (ESR-PAG)
The ESR-PAG geared up its activities in 2019, 
for a patient-centred approach in the activ-
ities of the ESR, with the aim of benefiting 
patients across Europe.

For a full report see pages 42–43

RESEARCH

ESR research activities
This year, in collaboration with the European 
Institute for Biomedical Imaging Research 
(EIBIR), the ESR Research Committee Board 
launched its Research Seed Grants initiative 
to stimulate innovative projects and pilot 
studies. Additionally, EIBIR continued to 
coordinate and manage seven EU-funded 
research projects. EIBIR also managed two 
clinical studies and continued activities in 
data collection and imaging biobanks to sup-
port clinical studies and imaging researchers. 
Further, EIBIR continued its management 
activities of EURAMED, helping it grow in 
membership, public visibility and influence. 
This year also saw the EIBALL Subcommittee 
launch its Biomarkers Inventory on the ESR 
website, aiming to provide key information to 
enable greater use of biomarkers in research. 
EIBALL continued to work closely with the 
Quantitative Imaging Biomarkers Alliance 
(QIBA) throughout 2019, presenting its work 
via a poster in the QIBA Lounge at the RSNA 
Annual Meeting in December.

For a full report see pages 57–63

https://www.myesr.org/education/training-curricula
https://insightsimaging.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13244-019-0804-9
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ECR 2019 took place February 27 to March 3 
with an impressive growth in attendance: a 
total onsite participation of 23,239, includ-
ing a record number of 14,602 professional 
delegates, which represents a 5% increase 
compared to ECR 2018, and a total of 8,637 
industry participants. In addition, the ECR 
Online streaming platform counted 7,020 
registered viewers that were not present on 
site, which marks an increase of 9% compared 
to last year. The grand total of delegates at 
ECR 2019 thus comes to 30,259, which marks 
a rise of 6% compared to ECR 2018.

Over the last years, due to the continued 
increase in participation, the ECR started to 
occupy more and more buildings surround-
ing the congress centre, creating its very own 
ECR City. The majestic DC Tower, the location 
of the Cube 2.0, the Church, the Techgate and 
the DC Box were the latest additions to the 
ECR City map.

ECR 2019 was characterised by the celebra-
tion of the 25th congress held in Vienna since 
1991 and turned out to be a major success 
on all levels. This year’s motto ‘the bigger 
picture’ did not only relate to the congress 
poster consisting of elements from the past 
24 ECRs, but also to the ESR’s vision that its 
annual meeting is more than just a radiol-
ogy congress, catering to the needs of radi-
ologists, radiographers, nuclear medicine 
physicians, medical physicists and profes-
sionals from related disciplines. To celebrate 
this 25th anniversary in style, a new format 
for the Grand Opening ceremony was devel-
oped, which was especially well received and 
filled the biggest hall in the congress venue 
up to the last spot. A specific motto for the 
Grand Opening was chosen, ‘Five Senses’, 
which permeated the whole affair, with spe-
cial scents to set a unique atmosphere, a 

spectacular stage & light design and music 
throughout.

Like every year, though, it was the scientific 
programme highlights and innovative for-
mats that made the meeting special.

‘The Cube’, the ECR’s dedicated venue for 
interventional radiology, which doubled in 
space in comparison to ECR 2018, saw further 
increase in attendance and interest. Over the 
course of four days, the Cube offered inter-
active presentations, challenges and quizzes 
led by international experts in the field of 
interventional radiology. Thanks to the sup-
port of more than 30 industry partners onsite, 
an unprecedented number of IR simulators 
and devices were available, giving partici-
pants the opportunity to experience a wide 
range of IR procedures.

‘Women in Focus’, a first-time event at ECR, 
took place at ‘the Church’, another one of 
various buildings surrounding the congress 
venue utilised for the ECR. It featured four 
sessions under the guidance of Professor 
Lorenzo E. Derchi and Professor Hedvig Hri-
cak. The programme tackled issues such as 
leadership, mentoring and working in chal-
lenging environments, exploring and cele-
brating the crucial role that women play in 
healthcare, while offering advice and insights 
to those wishing to advance their careers 
within this sector.

After their highly successful debut at ECR 
2018, the ‘Coffee & Talk’ sessions, which took 
place in a relaxed atmosphere in one of the 
Austria Center’s stylish lounges, returned, 
featuring short lectures and discussions. Par-
ticipants were encouraged to stop by and 
contribute to the informal discussions while 
sipping their coffee or tea.

Another out-of-the-box session format, the 
‘My Thesis in 3 Minutes (MyT3)’ presenta-
tions, made a comeback at the spectacular 
Sky High Stage, providing a platform for res-
idents and young radiologists who presented 
their thesis as a first author, in a dynamic and 
entertaining scientific session. A fixed point 
at ECR, since its introduction three years ago, 
is the Voice of EPOS, which again offered a 
platform for poster authors to present their 
work in a moderated poster session to an 
international audience at ECR 2019.

The ‘ESR meets’ programme, which sees 
national radiological societies, societies of a 
specific geographic region and related pro-
fessional societies invited to the congress, 
featured Italy, Pakistan and Africa as the 
programme’s guest countries, as well as the 
European Federation of Radiographer Soci-
eties (EFRS) and the International Society of 
Radiographers and Radiological Technolo-
gists (ISSRT).

As every year, the ECR’s success was closely 
linked to the support of its industry partners 
and the technical exhibition, which again 
saw more than 300 companies exhibiting 
and for the first time hosted an area exclu-
sively dedicated to artificial intelligence, 
the AIX. It featured 25 exhibitors, includ-
ing NVIDIA’s Deep Learning Institute, and 
the AIX Theatre, where participants could 
attend keynote speeches and exchange 
their opinions with experts during podium 
discussions.

The ESR support programmes Invest in the 
Youth and Shape Your Skills proved again 
highly popular, providing more than 1,200 
young professionals and radiographers with 
free congress registration and an accommo-
dation voucher.

EUROPEAN CONGRESS OF 
RADIOLOGY (ECR)

https://ipp.myesr.org/ecr2019/?search_pickers_open=1&t=browsesessions&p=elasearch&session-type-group%5B%5D=c6bc150d-eb85-4b68-aaec-751f1255eb38&scrollX=0&scrollY=0
https://ipp.myesr.org/ecr2019/?search_pickers_open=1&t=browsesessions&p=elasearch&session-type-group%5B%5D=830d88be-dbe5-4f85-98c9-051125d5880f&scrollX=0&scrollY=0
https://ipp.myesr.org/ecr2019/?search_pickers_open=1&t=browsesessions&p=elasearch&session-type-group%5B%5D=830d88be-dbe5-4f85-98c9-051125d5880f&scrollX=0&scrollY=0
https://www.myesr.org/voice-of-epos
https://ipp.myesr.org/ecr2019/?search_pickers_open=1&t=browsesessions&p=elasearch&session-type-group%5B%5D=75035a30-436e-422f-ba15-c987de95d933&scrollX=0&scrollY=0
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SCIENTIFIC HIGHLIGHTS AT ECR 2019

ESR meets Africa, Italy and Pakistan

New project: ‘Women in Focus’

Innovation topics: Artificial intelligence, liquid biopsy, advanced imaging analysis,  
3D printing lab, virtual reality

Developments in lung & breast screening programmes

2nd time around: Interventional Radiology at the Cube

Platform for residents and young radiologists: My Thesis in 3 Minutes

Enhanced programme: Coffee & Talk sessions

Educational hands-on workshops

Dedicated radiographers’ programme

Multidisciplinary Sessions with oncologists, urologists, radiotherapists, psychiatrists, 
neurologists, endocrinologists, diabetologists, surgeons and pathologists

Pros & Cons Session, discussing whether US or CT should be used first in the acute abdomen

HEADLINE SESSIONS & HONOURS AT ECR 2019

Presentation of  
ESR Honorary Membership to
Federico G. Lubinus Bucamaranga, Colombia
Michael G. Kawooya Kampala, Uganda
Vijay M. Rao Philadelphia, PA, United States

Presentation of the ESR Gold Medal to
Anna-Maria Belli London, United Kingdom
Luis Donoso-Bach Barcelona, Spain
Valentin E. Sinitsyn Moscow, Russia

Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen  
Honorary Lecture
Oncologic imaging: a new beginning has just begun
Regina Beets-Tan Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Josef Lissner Honorary Lecture
Systemic effects of image-guided tumour therapy: have 
we opened Pandora’s Box or found the Holy Grail?
S. Nahum Goldberg Jerusalem, Israel

Luigi Oliva Honorary Lecture
Contrast-enhanced ultrasound in paediatrics: ready for 
clinical practice?
Paul S. Sidhu London, United Kingdom

Image Interpretation Quiz
Greek gods: Mount Olympus vs The Underworld
Moderator: Apostolos H. Karantanas Iraklion, Greece

Junior Image Interpretation Quiz
A day in the (future) life of a young radiologist
Moderator: Bianca Bignotti Genoa, Italy

Participants in 2019

30,259

Scientific and Educational Sessions

622

ECR Online Viewers

7,020
Countries

133
Industry Representatives

8,637
Congress Attendees

14,602

Scientific and Educational Exhibits

3,790

Europe’s largest Industrial Exhibition

26,000 m2

Scientific Papers (accepted)

1,902
Invited Lectures

1,307
Voice of EPOS Presentations

1,141

Exhibitors from 62 countries

314

ECR 2019 – FACTS & FIGURES
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COUNTRY
CONGRESS 
ATTENDEES

LIVE 
VIEWERS

TOTAL

ITALY 1,246 312 1,558

GERMANY 1,039 383 1,422

UNITED KINGDOM 827 524 1,351

AUSTRIA 1,106 170 1,276

SPAIN 509 281 790

NETHERLANDS 579 174 753

POLAND 436 218 654

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 378 247 625

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 346 223 569

FRANCE 425 129 554

ROMANIA 361 179 540

SWITZERLAND 409 123 532

CHINA 448 76 524

INDIA 259 241 500

BELGIUM 339 110 449

JAPAN 372 65 437

BRAZIL 137 267 404

SWEDEN 252 148 400

NORWAY 253 143 396

TURKEY 208 172 380

ECR 2019 – TOP 20 COUNTRIES ECR 2019 – ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS BY TOPIC

TOPIC SCIENTIFIC 
PAPERS EPOS TOTAL

Abdominal Viscera 252 335 587

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning 200 63 263

Breast 308 257 565

Cardiac 244 164 408

Chest 173 249 422

Emergency Imaging 68 211 279

Genitourinary 261 339 600

GI Tract 135 201 336

Head and Neck 145 301 446

Hybrid, Molecular and Translational Imaging 69 46 115

Imaging Informatics 71 74 145

Interventional Radiology 328 254 582

Musculoskeletal 297 442 739

Neuro 391 513 904

Oncologic Imaging 225 344 569

Paediatric 129 256 385

Physics in Medical Imaging 140 72 212

Radiographers 206 419 625

Vascular 123 164 287

TOTAL 3,765 4,704 8,469
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EUROPEAN  
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The ESR Department of European and Inter-
national Affairs was created to support the 
ESR Board of Directors in effectively repre-
senting ESR members’ interests vis-à-vis EU 
institutions and international organisations. 
International standards, rules, and regula-
tions significantly shape and impact clinical 
practice for radiologists, particularly within 
the European Union where many areas 
affecting healthcare professionals are regu-
lated at the European level.

In recent years, the ESR has been successful in 
establishing good working relations with EU 
institutions and international organisations. 
As a result, the ESR is widely recognised as 
a major healthcare stakeholder that has suc-
cessfully promoted the interests of the radi-
ology profession and advocated for patient 
safety at the international and pan-European 
level. Highlights of the ESR’s public affairs 
efforts across a variety of political dossiers 
are presented in this report.

The department’s main tasks are:
 • Monitoring European legislative processes 
and policy developments relevant to the 
radiology profession and identifying top-
ics that require engagement by the ESR.

 • Ensuring the ESR’s interests and goals are 
adequately represented within European 
institutions.

 • Organising policy events to highlight the 
radiology profession’s contribution to 
achieving resilient healthcare systems and 
effective patient outcomes.

 • Ensuring that the ESR is recognised as a 
major stakeholder in European healthcare 
politics.

 • Participation in relevant EU stakeholder 
consultations and the development of 
ESR position papers and statements as 
appropriate.

 • Engaging with regulatory bodies and 
international organisations to ensure 
that the views of European radiology are 
considered.

 • Working with international organisations 
to ensure visibility for diagnostic imaging.

 • Facilitating the participation of radiolo-
gists in international conferences, projects 
and programmes.

Improving quality of care and patient safety 
in changing healthcare systems
In light of the changing political landscape 
and the 2019 European elections, the ESR 
has sought to reinforce its policy ambitions 
by presenting policymakers and collaborat-
ing organisations with a sound and coherent 
strategy for radiology in 2019 and beyond. 
Renewed partnerships and exchanges with 
the EU institutions and partner organisations 
have allowed the ESR to enhance its level of 
engagement and to act in the interest of qual-
ity of care and patient safety at the European 
level. The transition to cost-effective, innova-
tive and personalised healthcare has resulted 
in a broadened policy agenda, which more 
than ever requires pro-active engagement 
such that the radiology perspective is prop-
erly reflected and translated into EU policy 
priorities.

In this context, ESR experts have shared their 
expertise and knowledge in various settings. 
In 2019, ESR experts were members of:

 • the European Commission Cancer Mission 
Board under Horizon Europe

 • the European Commission eHealth Stake-
holder Group

 • the European Medicines Agency Health-
care Professionals Working Group.

The ESR contributed to health-policy related 
conferences and meetings throughout 2019, 
including:

 • the European CanCer Organisation (ECCO) 
2019 European Cancer Summit

 • the General Assembly of ECCO
 • the General Assembly of the European 
Coordination Committee of the Radio-
logical, Electromedical and Healthcare IT 
Industry (COCIR);

 • the 60th Anniversary Celebration of COCIR
 • the meeting of Senior Representatives of 
Organisations in Formal Relations with the 
International Commission on Radiological 
Protection (ICRP)

 • the GE Healthcare Meeting on ‘The Digital 
Transformation of Healthcare in Europe: 
Unlocking the potential of digital solutions 

for patients, healthcare providers and 
health systems’.

 • the IAEA Technical Meeting on ‘Cumulative 
radiation exposure of patients from recur-
rent radiological imaging procedures’

 • the IAEA International Symposium on 
Standards, Applications and Quality Assur-
ance in Medical Radiation Dosimetry (IDOS 
2019)

European cancer initiatives
In view of a continued EU-wide collabora-
tion on cancer, the Innovative Partnership for 
Action Against Cancer Joint Action (IPAAC) 
was launched in 2018 for a three-year period. 
It builds further on the outcomes of the 
European Joint Action on Cancer Control 
(CanCon) and aims to develop innovative 
advances in cancer control. IPAAC is strongly 
linked to innovative approaches in cancer 
care for which diagnosis and screening play 
an essential role in guaranteeing the high-
est standards of care for patients. The ESR 
successfully applied to become a collabo-
rating partner in this joint action to provide 
input and ensure that the medical imaging 
perspective is adequately reflected in the 
joint action’s output. Considering the grow-
ing impact of cancer screening on reducing 
mortality rates across Europe, the ESR is par-
ticularly engaged within Work Package 5 on 
cancer prevention so as to further support 
the implementation of existing and emerging 
screening programmes across Europe.

Throughout 2019, the ESR has continued to 
advocate for active stakeholder involvement 
in the development of EU cancer initiatives to 
ensure the highest standards of cancer care. 
The ESR has strengthened ties with the EU 
institutions and organisations active in the 
field of cancer care, be it patient or profes-
sional organisations, to jointly achieve the 
development and implementation of con-
crete policies for the improvement of cancer 
care across Europe. To this end, the ESR has 
been a long-time member of the European 
CanCer Organisation (ECCO), a multidisci-

plinary platform aimed at improving cancer 
patient outcomes. In September 2019, the 
ESR actively participated in ECCO’s annual 
congress with an ESR-led session on artifi-
cial intelligence which was chaired by ESR 
2nd Vice-President Prof. Regina Beets-Tan. 
Having been represented on both the ECCO 
Board of Directors and the Oncopolicy Com-
mittee, the ESR contributed to formulating 
and implementing pan-European cancer 
initiatives in the interests of the prevention, 
early diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

Under Horizon Europe – the next EU research 
and innovation programme covering the 
period 2021–2027 – the European Commis-
sion announced in 2019 the establishment 
of five major EU research missions. By con-
sidering the need for the development of 
innovative solutions to cancer care, it was 
decided to dedicate one mission to further-
ing research on cancer care with the aim of 
reducing mortality and raising the quality of 
cancer care across Europe. Prof. Beets-Tan 
successfully applied to become a member 
of the Cancer Mission Board, which brought 
together 15 internally renowned experts in the 
field of cancer research and was established 
to advise the European Commission and 
Member States on the design of the cancer 
mission so as to ensure cross-sectoral input 
on objectives and deliverables.

In 2015, an ESR expert became part of the 
European Commission Initiative on Breast 
Cancer (ECIBC). One aim of this initiative is 
to develop the new European Breast Guide-
lines, the evidence-based recommendations 
for breast cancer screening and diagnosis 
that will replace the European Guidelines for 
Quality Assurance in Breast Cancer Screening 
and Diagnosis, which were released in 2006. 
Another aim of the initiative is to develop a 
voluntary European Breast QA scheme for 
breast cancer services, which is due for com-
pletion in 2020. In 2019, the ECIBC released 
a new set of recommendations addressing 
breast cancer screening and diagnosis, while 
a first online catalogue of trustworthy guide-
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lines for all breast cancer processes after 
screening and diagnosis was also published.

Medical device legislation
After lengthy inter-institutional negotiations, 
the Council of the EU and the European Par-
liament formally adopted a new regulation 
for medical devices in April 2017. This new 
regulation is designed to enhance the safety 
of medical devices while allowing patients 
to benefit from harmonised rules for timely 
and innovative healthcare solutions. Having 
entered into force in May 2017, and after a 
transitional period of three years, as pro-
vided for in the legislation, the regulation will 
become applicable from May 2020.

Apart from strengthening the authorisation 
of medical devices across the EU, the new 
regulation introduces new requirements 
for the traceability of devices and stricter 
rules for notified bodies that assess medical 
devices, such as ensuring they have quali-
fied personnel available to conduct factory 
inspections. Under the new legislative frame-
work, manufacturers will be held responsible 
for continuous follow-up on the quality and 
safety of devices placed on the market.

Amidst concerns regarding timely and 
effective implementation of the new Medi-
cal Device Regulation, the ESR has contin-
ued to monitor implementation progress, in 
close cooperation with other stakeholders, to 
ensure timely access to innovative solutions 
for the radiology profession and patients. 
The fruitful dialogue between the ESR and 
COCIR is a testament to the ESR’s enhanced, 
EU-wide cooperation in the field of medical 
equipment and access to innovation, which 
allows it to continue benefitting patient out-
comes and the sustainability of healthcare 
systems. Furthermore, the ESR joined a Euro-
pean Society of Cardiology (ESC) task force 
to assess the impact of the new regulatory 
framework on cardiac imaging systems.

eHealth
Since 2012, the ESR has been a member of 
the EC’s eHealth Stakeholder Group (eHSG), 
with the aim of contributing to the develop-
ment of legislation and policies related to 
eHealth. This membership was renewed for a 
new three-year term in 2016 and the ESR was 
represented at the eHSG meetings in order to 
take stock of new developments and to dia-
logue with policymakers. As the eHSG’s man-
date ended in 2019, the ESR submitted an 
official application to renew its membership 
within the group, which will be re-established 
in 2020 so as to support the new EU Commis-
sion’s initiatives in rolling out digital health 
solutions across Europe.

The ESR’s main objective in the field of 
eHealth is for teleradiology to be recognised 
as a medical act in its own right. As a part-
ner pooling valuable expertise in this area, 
the ESR will continue to drive discussions on 
teleradiology. The ESR also actively engages 
in the area of interoperability and standard-
isation, aiming to facilitate the inclusion of 
imaging data into biobanks and repositories 
through adequate communication standards 
and by updating standard terminologies with 
radiology terms.

Following the end of the 2nd Joint Action on 
eHealth (JAseHN), the 3rd action on eHealth 
(eHAction) was launched in 2018 to fur-
ther steer EU cooperation on eHealth. The 
new joint action is expected to facilitate 
cross-border healthcare and overcome barri-
ers in the implementation of digital solutions 
in Member States’ healthcare systems. The 
ESR responded positively to the call for stake-
holder involvement and expressed its interest 
in contributing to the work of the joint action. 
It is expected that the process for engaging 
stakeholders will be concretised in 2020.

In 2019, the EU Commission stepped up its 
commitment to further digital health in the 
EU by launching initiatives to create an inter-
operable framework to enable the sharing 
of health data, including imaging data, in 

the interest of clinical practice and patient 
empowerment. Forthcoming EU initiatives 
due for 2020 and beyond, including the cre-
ation of a European Health Data Space, will 
encourage the ESR to strengthen its dialogue 
with EU institutions and partner organisa-
tions to put in place an interoperable frame-
work upholding data privacy standards to 
drive advances in research and personalised 
medicine.

ESR advocacy on lung cancer screening
The ESR jointly organised the event ‘Europe’s 
Beating Cancer Plan: Focus on lung cancer 
research and prevention’ with the European 
Respiratory Society (ERS) and Lung Can-
cer Europe (LuCE) on November 6, 2019, in 
Brussels. The event in the format of a break-
fast roundtable, took place in the European 
Parliament and was hosted by the Austrian 
Member of the European Parliament (MEP) 
from Renew Europe, Claudia Gamon.

The breakfast roundtable coincided with 
Lung Cancer Awareness Month and was 
endorsed by the European Cancer Organ-
isation (ECCO) Quality Cancer Care Week, 
which consisted of a leading week of aware-
ness and debate stimulation on the topic of 
quality cancer care. The ESR, together with 
its planning partners, wished to highlight the 
European Commission’s upcoming cancer 
plan, ‘Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan’, and the 
EU Cancer Mission as well as the necessity 
for both to propose actions to strengthen the 
approach at every key stage of lung cancer. 
It brought together various stakeholders, 
including academics, politicians, policy-
makers, representatives of industry, and of 
pharmaceutical and patient organisations 
for productive discussions centred on how to 
tackle the burden of this disease in the Euro-
pean Union (EU).

The joint effort between the organisations 
has also led to the publication and distribu-
tion of a factsheet highlighting the benefits of 
screening programmes for the biggest cancer 

killer in Europe and the simple measures that 
can be implemented at the European Union 
level to significantly reduce mortality.

Artificial intelligence in health
The EU Commission’s embrace of artificial 
intelligence (AI) resulted in concrete action 
plans covering a broad range of sectors to 
drive investment in AI research & innovation. 
The ESR is fully aware that the introduction 
of AI and of joint approaches across borders 
will also affect how healthcare systems are 
organised and believes that this development 
is a strong call to action for the radiology 
community to adapt to this new reality by 
integrating patient-centred AI solutions into 
clinical practice.

In 2019, the High-Level Expert Group on 
AI, established to support the broader EU 
strategy on the subject, published the Eth-
ics Guidelines for Trustworthy AI which are 
aimed at ensuring a human-centric and 
ethical approach to artificial intelligence by 
positioning citizens at the forefront of auto-
mation in society. A human-centric approach, 
also widely proclaimed in the EU Commission 
plans on AI, ties in nicely with the ESR’s view 
which emphasises the key role of radiologist 
in the implementation of AI tools in clinical 
practice. Furthermore, the ESR is a member 
of the European AI Alliance, which acts as 
a multi-stakeholder forum to foster discus-
sion on the impact of innovation and new 
tools on the economy and on the society. It 
allows the radiology profession to keep track 
of EU developments in the field of AI linked 
to healthcare and digitisation. Considering 
its growing impact on clinical practice and 
research, the ESR will continue the exchange 
with the EU institutions, patient organisa-
tions, industry, academia and other health-
care professionals, to act on behalf of the 
radiology profession in Europe in support of a 
patient-centric and ethical approach to AI in 
medical imaging.

The future of health in the EU
The European Parliament held elections in 
May 2019, resulting in many new incoming 
Members of the European Parliament (MEP), 
including several medical doctors who have 
shown interest in topics related to healthcare. 
The MEPs Against Cancer Interest Group, an 
informal group of MEPs dedicated to the fight 
against cancer in the EU, has grown substan-
tially, with 136 members in November 2019 
and drawing from different political groups 
and Member States.

The new European Commission took office 
on December 1, 2019, presided by Ursula 
von der Leyen, a medical doctor. In a drive 
to strengthen cross-border collaboration on 
healthcare, the Commission President-elect 
nominated Ms. Stella Kyriakides, a health 
expert and long-standing patient advocate 
as Health Commissioner. The mission letter 
addressed to her highlighted many relevant 
priorities including the Medical Device Reg-
ulation (to be implemented in May 2020), 
eHealth and the ‘Europe’s Beating Cancer 
Plan’. During her confirmation hearing in 
front of the European Parliament, the health-
care stakeholders were glad to hear her 
ambitions to move the European Data Space 
forward, her acknowledgement of its poten-
tial to increase patient access to information, 
her aim to have a holistic approach to the 
‘Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan’, as well as her 
emphasis on Health Technology Assessments 
and cross-border healthcare.

The ESR has urged policymakers and stake-
holders to reinforce collaboration to address 
common challenges in the field of health that 
cannot be dealt with solely at Member state 
level. In this context, the ESR is committed 
to remaining a trusted partner to enhance 
sustainability and effectiveness of health-
care systems, which goes hand-in-hand 
with supporting EU initiatives to spur digi-
tisation, improve clinical practice and stim-
ulate research. Considering the numerous 
challenges in the healthcare sector, the ESR 

strongly encourages calls for strong political 
leadership in the health field at the EU-level 
and an institutional setup that is tailor-made 
for enhanced coordination and targeted 
action.

In alignment with this objective, the ESR has 
engaged with stakeholders and policymakers 
by publishing policy statements and respond-
ing to European Commission consultations 
on topics including research, the digital trans-
formation of society and Medical Devices. 
Furthermore, the ESR has applied for mem-
bership in EU expert groups on related topics, 
met with relevant organisations, and organ-
ised an event at the European Parliament in 
November 2019.

Horizon Europe
In March and April 2019, the European Par-
liament and the Council of the EU reached a 
provisional agreement on ‘Horizon Europe’, 
the European Union’s 2021–2027 framework 
programme for research and innovation. 
Following this, the European Commission 
began the process of defining the strategic 
priorities for the new framework programme 
with the aim of elevating research and inno-
vation in the EU. Horizon Europe contains a 
focus on health which is oriented towards six 
health-related challenges including unleash-
ing the potential of new tools, technologies 
and digital solutions in healthcare; tackling 
diseases and reducing disease burden; and 
ensuring access to sustainable and high-qual-
ity healthcare.

As previously explained, an EU research mis-
sion on cancer was launched within Horizon 
Europe to better pool resources for cancer 
research. Prof. Regina Beets-Tan, 2nd Vice 
President of the ESR, successfully applied to 
be a member of the mission board and she 
will therefore drive cancer research with a 
particular focus on imaging technologies.

Concurrently, the ESR liaises and engages 
extensively with policymakers and stake-

https://www.myesr.org/article/2598
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holders to ensure radiologists’ views are 
taken into consideration in the elaboration of 
this next research and innovation framework 
programme. A public statement on health 
research has been released and published, 
highlighting the society’s support for the EU 
research mission on cancer and for the cre-
ation of the new institutionalised European 
public-private partnership (PPP), The Innova-
tive Health Initiative (IHI), which takes on a 
wider scope, also including medical imaging 
and diagnostics.

The ESR furthermore responded to several 
European Commission public consultations 
on the way to shape Horizon Europe, on 
the IHI Public-Private-Partnership and on 
the blueprint outlining the pharmaceutical, 
medical devices and medical technology 
industry’s vision for the Public-Private Part-
nership. Moreover, the ESR has liaised closely 
with stakeholders, including COCIR and other 
industry representatives, and has supported 
their call for a broad institutionalised Pub-
lic-Private Partnership on Health, with a 
strong imaging component, to be launched 
under Horizon Europe.

Professional qualifications
In 2019, the ESR renewed its initiatives to 
harmonise medical training for radiologists 
across Europe. Following advocacy on the 
part of the radiology community, and in close 
coordination with the European Union of 
Medical Specialists (UEMS), the ESR entered 
into dialogue with the EU institutions and its 
national member societies to further harmo-
nise radiology education and professional 
recognition of the discipline at the European 
level.

Awaiting further results, the ESR called on 
the EU Commission to change the Profes-
sional Qualifications Directive and increase 
the minimum years of training for radiologists 
from four to five years, in compliance with the  
European Training Curriculum for Radiology,  
and change the name of the discipline 
from ‘Diagnostic Radiology’ to ‘Radiology’, 
thereby better reflecting the profession’s cur-
rent practice.

Growing training needs and the introduction 
of digital solutions in medical imaging require 
equally high standards of training that can 
only be met by harmonising radiology educa-
tion throughout Europe. To this end, the ESR 
will continue to advocate for a harmonised 
and European approach to radiology educa-
tion in the Member States.

European Medicines Agency (EMA)
ESR’s membership of the EMA Healthcare 
Professionals Working Party (HCPWP) was 
renewed in 2019. It enables the ESR to be 
actively involved in the activities of the EMA 
and facilitates direct dialogue with regula-
tors. In 2019, the ESR participated in meet-
ings of the EMA with Patients and Consumers 
(PCWP) as well as the HCPWP, in which par-
ticipants were updated on the EMA reloca-
tion to Amsterdam and its strategy on Reg-
ulatory Science to 2025. For the latter, the 
ESR expressed the need to promote the use 
of imaging biomarkers and related research.

VALUE-BASED RADIOLOGY

Due to the significance of the movement 
towards value-based radiology, the ESR’s Val-
ue-Based Radiology Working Group was con-
verted into a subcommittee in 2018. Thus, 2019 
marked the first full year of the subcommittee. 
The subcommittee is chaired by Prof. Michael 
Fuchsjäger of the University of Graz, Austria, 
and it remains directly attached to the ESR 
Board of Directors. The subcommittee contin-
ues to lead the ESR’s response to trends that 
make value-based rubrics in relation to qual-
ity of care, patient safety and reimbursement 
systems increasingly central to healthcare 
provision.

Following on from the concept paper on val-
ue-based radiology published by the ESR in 
Insights into Imaging in August 2017, a writ-
ing group was established in 2018 for a joint 
paper with the American College of Radiol-
ogy (ACR), Canadian Association of Radiol-
ogists (CAR), ESR, International Society for 
Strategic Studies in Radiology (IS3R), Royal 
Australian and New Zealand College of Radi-
ologists (RANZCR), and Radiological Society 
of North America (RSNA). This paper aims to 
outline the value contributed to healthcare 
services by radiology: waste or misuse results 
in reductions in outcomes for both patients 
and specialties. To maximise value, refer-
rers and radiologists should work together 
in mutual understanding and collaboration. 
This requires dialogue, which is currently lack-
ing. The joint paper is intended as a starting 
point for such dialogue. The writing group was 
active throughout 2019 and it is intended that 
the paper will be submitted to The Lancet in 
early 2020.

The ESR Value-Based Radiology Subcom-
mittee has also been working to better under-
stand what value means for patients and 
what value-based radiology initiatives exist 
in different European countries. The subcom-
mittee undertook a survey of patients across 
Europe (both online and in print formats in 

nine different languages) in close collabora-
tion with the ESR’s Patient Advisory Group 
(PAG). Provisional results were presented at 
ECR 2019. The final results will be presented at 
ECR 2020, and an article is planned to be pub-
lished on the results in Insights into Imaging.

THE DIGITAL IMAGING ADOPTION 
MODEL (DIAM)

The ESR Professional Issues and Economics 
in Radiology (PIER) Subcommittee is respon-
sible for overseeing the ESR’s contribution to 
the Digital Imaging Adoption Model (DIAM) 
project. The ESR and the Healthcare Infor-
mation and Management Systems Society 
(HIMSS) jointly developed this project in 2016 
with the goal of supporting organisations in 
the planning and implementing of imaging IT 
in radiology departments. The DIAM score is 
designed to assist in benchmarking and align-
ment of best practices with other institutions – 
regionally, within a specific country, or around 
the world. 

2019 has seen the expansion of the DIAM 
model through the development of the 
Enterprise Imaging (EI) platform, which was 
launched in February 2019. DIAM-EI goes 
beyond radiology imaging to include ophthal-
mology, dermatology, cardiology etc. as well 
as non-diagnostic imaging, such as digital 
photos to document wound care or endoscopy 
imaging during surgery. Additional criteria for 
EI include imaging governance, data privacy, 
and a focus on multidisciplinary collaboration.

Organisations still have the choice to select 
their preferred type of DIAM evaluation or 
to use the two models alongside each other 
to maximise the depth and breadth of the 
assessment.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION-FUNDED 
TENDER PROJECTS

The 33-month European Commission tender 
project EUCLID will provide up-to-date clinical 
diagnostic reference levels (DRLs) for the most 
important, from a radiological perspective, 
x-ray imaging tasks in Europe. The project is 
led by the ESR and began in August 2017. In 
2019, the collection of data from 20 centres 
across 14 countries for the establishment of 
clinical DRLs for ten predefined CT indications 
and four predefined interventional radiology 
procedures was completed. Analysis of this 
data commenced in June 2019 and prelim-
inary results were presented at the EUCLID 
workshop, held in Luxembourg in December 
2019. The final report (including a report on 
the workshop) is due to be sent to the Euro-
pean Commission in early 2020.

In October 2019, the ESR, leading a consortium 
with EANM and ESTRO, submitted a proposal 
for the European Commission Tender project 
‘Constant improvement in quality and safety 
of radiology, radiotherapy and nuclear medi-
cine through clinical audit’. The ESR received 
notice of their success in being awarded the 
contract in December 2019, and it is antici-
pated that the 30-month project, to be named 
‘QuADRANT’ (Quality improvement through 
Audit in Diagnostic radiology, RAdiotherapy 
and Nuclear medicine including Therapies), 
will commence in early 2020.

https://www.myesr.org/education/training-curricula
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13244-017-0566-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13244-017-0566-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13244-017-0566-1
https://www.myesr.org/quality-safety/digital-imaging-adoption-model-diam
https://www.himssanalytics.org/europe/digital-imaging-adoption-model
https://www.himssanalytics.org/europe/digital-imaging-adoption-model
http://www.eurosafeimaging.org/euclid
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COLLABORATION WITH IAEA AND 
WHO

The ESR continued its productive work-
ing relationship with different departments 
within the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), in particular with its Nuclear 
Medicine and Diagnostic Imaging (NMDI) 
Section – a collaboration that was formal-
ised with a practical arrangement in Febru-
ary 2017. Based on this agreement, possible 
future endeavours regarding capacity build-
ing and education were discussed in bilat-
eral working meetings. The IAEA NMDI also 
partnered with the ESR in promoting the 
livestreaming of ECR 2019. The ESR also con-
tinued its collaboration with the IAEA Radi-
ation Protection of Patients Unit, which was 
involved in two successful EuroSafe Imaging 
Coffee & Talk sessions at ECR 2019, one on 
‘Team approach and safety culture in the 
imaging department’ and the other on the 
‘Bonn Call for Action Implementation Toolkit: 
free access to a wealth of resources’, to which 
the WHO also contributed.

ESR/EuroSafe Imaging also continued liais-
ing with the IAEA Division for Africa regard-
ing measures to bridge the gap from raising 
awareness and advocacy, to impacting the 
reality of clinical practice with regards to 
quality of care and patient safety.

The ESR was also represented at high-level 
IAEA events, such as the IAEA Technical 
Meeting on cumulative radiation exposure of 
patients from recurrent radiological Imaging 
Procedures which took place in Vienna, Aus-
tria, on March 4–6, 2019. EuroSafe Imaging 
Steering Committee Chair, Prof. Guy Frija, 
presented the relevant ESR workplan accord-
ing to the EuroSafe Imaging Call for Action, 
highlighting the importance of bringing radi-
ation protection knowledge to the point of 
care, by targeting radiologists and related 
healthcare professionals, medical students, 
as well as patients and referring physicians. 
One of the main conclusions of the meet-

ing was that professional medical societies 
need to work on appropriateness criteria 
and referral guidelines for patients undergo-
ing repeated imaging examinations, which 
will require a multi-disciplinary consensus 
between radiologists and referrers.

The ESR was also one of the non-governmen-
tal organisations invited to the IAEA’s Inter-
national Symposium on Standards, Appli-
cations and Quality Assurance in Medical 
Radiation Dosimetry (IDOS 2019). This took 
place at the IAEA headquarters in Vienna on 
June 18–21. Scientists from different settings 
met there to discuss recent developments in 
the field of radiation dosimetry standards, 
applications and quality assurance. Prof. Frija 
was a member of the programme committee.

The ESR also continued its collaboration 
with the World Health Organization (WHO) 
in terms of radiation protection through the 
International Society of Radiology (ISR), of 
which the ESR is a member. The ESR pro-
moted a joint webinar, organised by the WHO 
and the ISR on ‘Diagnostic Imaging in Sports 
Medicine: Present and Future’, the main topic 
of the International Day of Radiology (IDoR) 
2019. Former ESR President Prof. Luis Donoso 
was one of the guest speakers. Through its 
liaison with the ISR, the ESR also initiated dis-
cussions with the IAEA and the WHO regard-
ing their potential involvement in a planned 
paper, jointly prepared by EuroSafe Imaging 
and the ISR, on the role of imaging in the 
global public health agenda.

Lancet Oncology Commission on Imaging 
and Nuclear Medicine
The ESR supports and contributes to the Lan-
cet Oncology Commission on Imaging and 
Nuclear Medicine, initiated by the IAEA in 
2018, with the aim of increasing global aware-
ness of the importance of cancer imaging 
and improving access to imaging. The main 
outcome will be a publication in The Lancet 
Oncology, which is planned to be launched 
at the World Cancer Congress 2020 in Oman 
on October 19–22. The initiative is targeted to 
ministries of health or finance, global health-
care organisations and other audiences out-
side the imaging community.

EUROSAFE IMAGING

In 2019, EuroSafe Imaging celebrated its 
5th anniversary and continued to support 
ESR members with the implementation of 
the European BSS Directive requirements 
through the production of guidance and 
tools. Its activities were focused on the pro-
motion of clinical diagnostic reference lev-
els (DRLs), the expansion of the network of 
EuroSafe Imaging Stars, the consolidation 
of several research activities in the field of 
radiation protection, as well as communica-
tion and outreach activities. The EuroSafe 
Imaging poster exhibition at the European 
Congress of Radiology (ECR) 2019 saw a 
record number of participants and two new 
EuroSafe Imaging working groups, on Dosim-
etry for Imaging in Clinical Practice and Dose 
Management, were also launched.

Call for action
Supporting the implementation of the 
EuroSafe Imaging Call for Action 2018, 
through Working Groups, continued to be a 
focus in 2019. By implementing the 13 actions 
of the Call for Action 2018, EuroSafe Imag-
ing significantly contributes to achieving the 
aims in the ten priority areas of the IAEA-
WHO Bonn Call for Action.

Working Groups
Since 2015, EuroSafe Imaging has established 
a number of different working groups to sup-
port the implementation of its Call for Action 
and several other relevant ESR projects. As 
of 2019, there are seven EuroSafe Imaging 
working groups; Ask EuroSafe Imaging, Strat-
egies for Image Quality, Paediatric Imaging, 
Training Activities, ESR iGuide Implementa-
tion and Promotion, Dosimetry for Imaging 
in Clinical Practice, and Dose Management. 
In addition, efforts are underway to estab-
lish a working group on radiation protection 
research and artificial intelligence in order 
to define and address the ESR’s interests in 
this field and to prepare the ESR’s input to 
the European Alliance for Medical Radiation 
Protection Research (EURAMED) as well as a 
working group on justification.

Two new working groups were launched at 
ECR 2019. Dosimetry for Imaging in Clinical 
Practice aims to support in the fulfilment of 
dosimetry aspects that are required by the 
Basic Safety Standards Directive. A dosime-
try paper is currently in development by the 
working group and is scheduled for publica-
tion in early 2020. The Dose Management 
working group aims to develop realistic 
approaches to support the fulfilment of dose 
management requirements, through the pro-

duction of papers and guidance. A dose man-
agement paper is currently in development, 
which will include the results from a recent 
EuroSafe Imaging survey on the cumulative 
radiation exposure in patients who have 
recurrent CT examinations.

In particular, EuroSafe Imaging has focused 
on developing implementation and dissemi-
nation policies for imaging referral guidelines 
and supporting the development of the ESR 
clinical audit tool. One core activity has been 
the dissemination of ESR iGuide in Europe 
and in low and middle-income countries out-
side Europe, through its dedicated working 
group.

The Paediatric Imaging Working Group car-
ried out a survey to determine the availa-
bility and use of paediatric imaging referral 
guidelines and will focus on the development 
of radiation protection material for paediat-
ric imaging in view of the ‘Children in Focus’ 
theme at ECR 2020.

Clinical DRLs
Diagnostic reference levels (DRLs) are an 
important tool for optimisation. EuroSafe 
Imaging is promoting the concept of DRLs 
based on clinical indications, instead of ana-
tomical locations, and is therefore leading 
the EUCLID project (European Study on Clin-
ical Diagnostic Reference Levels for X-Ray 
Medical Imaging). For this purpose, the con-
cept was presented at different meetings and 
conferences in 2019. The EUCLID project will 
be completed in spring 2020. EuroSafe Imag-
ing is also advocating for a clinical DRLs pro-
ject dedicated to paediatric patients through 
its working group on paediatric imaging. 
Refer to the article on European Commis-
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sion-funded tender projects (page 33) and 
the EuroSafe Imaging website (www.eurosa-
feimaging.org/euclid) for more information 
about the EUCLID project.

EuroSafe Imaging Stars network
The EuroSafe Imaging Stars initiative was 
launched in 2016, creating a voluntary net-
work of imaging departments committed 
to best practice in radiation protection. In 
2017, the concept was revised to enhance 
the self-assessment process and to better 
reflect clinical practice as well as taking legal 
requirements into account. The Stars initia-
tive continues to be widely promoted and as 
of December 2019, the Stars network has 128 
members from 22 countries, composed of 110 
five-star facilities, 16 with four stars, and two 
sites have been awarded three stars.

Collaboration, communication and outreach
EuroSafe Imaging continued its worldwide 
tour in 2019 and has now been represented 
at over 130 meetings and conferences since 
its foundation. In 2019, EuroSafe Imaging 
was represented at major conferences such 
as; the 5th African Society of Radiology meet-
ing, the Total Radiology Conference at Arab 
Health, the 12th Annual Scientific Meeting of 
the Radiological Society of Saudi Arabia, the 
5th International Symposium on the System 
of Radiological Protection, the European 
Radiation Protection Week as well as a num-
ber of other national and regional confer-
ences within and outside of Europe.

Within the framework of EuroSafe Imag-
ing, the ESR also continued its longstand-
ing collaboration with HERCA (Heads of 
the European Radiation Protection Com-
petent Authorities). The ESR contributed to 
an awareness campaign entitled ‘Getting 
the right image for my patient’ which was 
launched by HERCA on the International Day 
of Radiology (IDoR) 2019, with the aim of 
raising awareness of the appropriate use of 
medical radiological examinations by helping 
referrers to select the appropriate imaging 
procedure and avoid unjustified examina-
tions. Radiation protection experts of the ESR 
were involved in the preparation of a toolkit 
for referring physicians that was published in 
five different languages.

EuroSafe Imaging is also proud to be a role 
model for some other safe imaging cam-
paigns worldwide. These campaigns are coor-
dinated by the International Society of Radi-
ology Quality & Safety Alliance (ISRQSA), 
which is co-chaired by Prof. Guy Frija, chair of 
EuroSafe Imaging, and Prof. Donald P. Frush, 
chair of Image Gently. Efforts to initiate ‘safe’ 
campaigns in China and Australia/New Zea-
land are also ongoing.

EuroSafe Imaging featured prominently at 
ECR 2019, as the campaign celebrated its 
fifth anniversary. Seven scientific sessions 
were held as part of the EuroSafe Imaging 
campaign, as well as eight dedicated Coffee 
& Talk sessions. In addition, the electronic 
poster exhibition saw a record number of 121 
submissions (a 36% increase from 2018). ECR 
2019, once again, featured a EuroSafe Imag-
ing Lounge, providing a dedicated meeting 
and networking place for anyone interested 
in learning about radiation protection and 
EuroSafe Imaging’s activities.

EuroSafe Imaging has also recently 
launched Twitter and Facebook accounts 
(@ESREuroSafe), with the aim of promoting 
events and resources, as well as increasing 
engagement with the campaign.

Education
The Ask EuroSafe Imaging working group, 
established in 2015, aims to improve infor-
mation for professionals and patients by 
producing concise open-access educational 
material, called Tips & Tricks, for the areas of 
CT, interventional radiology and paediatric 
imaging. Each of these subgroups consist of 
a radiologist, a medical physicist and a radi-
ographer. In 2019, a total of three Tips & Tricks 
editions focusing on CT, four editions dedi-
cated to interventional radiology, and three 
editions on paediatric imaging topics were 
published. Moreover, two editions on topics 
related to ‘what patients should know’ were 
prepared for patients, one on CT and one on 
paediatric imaging, with input from the ESR 
Patient Advisory Group. To date, 53 Tips & 
Tricks have been published, all of which are 
available on the EuroSafe Imaging website. 
Tips & Tricks are also available as CME-ac-
credited courses on the ESR’s e-learning plat-
form Education on Demand.

http://www.eurosafeimaging.org/euclid
http://www.eurosafeimaging.org/euclid
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ESR iGUIDE

Clinical Decision Support – ESR iGuide
ESR iGuide is a clinical decision support 
(CDS) system, utilising imaging referral 
guidelines developed by the ESR, based on 
the American College of Radiology Appro-
priateness Criteria (ACR AC). The ESR advo-
cates the use of CDS integrated into existing 
imaging referral workflows to support health-
care providers with evidence-based guidance 
in utilising medical imaging more appropri-
ately, to the benefit of patients.

Based on a 2014 agreement between ACR 
and ESR to cooperate on referral guidelines 
for CDS, the ESR created an expert group to 
review the ACR AC and ACR Select content to 
create guidelines for ESR iGuide. This group 
became a permanent ESR Working Group on 
Imaging Referral Guidelines (IRG WG) at ECR 
2016, and in summer 2018 was transformed 
into the ESR Referral Guidelines Subcommit-
tee (RGSC) to reflect the permanent impor-
tance of the work on referral guidelines as 
part of the ESR’s mission.

Throughout 2019, the RGSC has worked on 
a review and adaptation of the ACR Select 
content version 15, released in February 2019. 

This represents a significant structural over-
haul compared to the previous content ver-
sion, enhancing the functionality available 
for integrated clinical decision support.

While the ESR has had responsibility for main-
taining the European content version, since 
September 2018 the ESR iGuide software 
has also been distributed by the ESR under a 
restructured licensing arrangement with the 
National Decision Support Company (NDSC). 
The ESR’s Quality and Safety in Imaging 
GmbH (QSI) assumed all responsibilities to 
license ESR iGuide, taking over the tasks pre-
viously performed by NDSC Europe GmbH, 
which was dissolved after Change Health-
care acquired NDSC LLC in the United States 
in early 2018. NDSC and the ESR agreed that 
the best way to ensure successful ESR iGuide 
adoption in Europe would be to assign all 
the required rights to the ESR. The cooper-
ation on referral guidelines and appropriate 
use criteria between the ESR and ACR is not 
affected by this change.

Led by the QSI, a number of ESR iGuide imple-
mentations were launched in 2019, including 
in Andorra, Belgium, Germany, and Spain, as 

well as the United Arab Emirates and Saudi 
Arabia. More implementations are scheduled 
to start in 2020 including in Croatia, Ger-
many, Israel, Sweden and Switzerland.

Research
In line with action 9 of the EuroSafe Imaging 
Call for Action 2018, focusing on fostering 
research in radiation protection, the Euro-
pean Alliance for Medical Radiation Protec-
tion Research (EURAMED) was founded by 
the ESR, the European Association of Nuclear 
Medicine (EANM), the European Federation of 
Organisations for Medical Physics (EFOMP), 
the European Federation of Radiographer 
Societies (EFRS), and the European Society 
for Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO) as 
a non-profit society registered in Austria in 
October 2017. EURAMED’s goal is to improve 
medical care and to solve radiation protec-
tion issues through comprehensive research 
efforts.

In 2019, EURAMED focused on enlarging its 
membership and orchestrating the devel-
opment and submission of a Horizon 2020 
project proposal aiming to develop a strate-
gic research agenda and related roadmap 
for medical radiation protection following 
an integrated approach with the European 
research programmes for health and digiti-
sation. EURAMED contributed to the scien-
tific programme of the European Radiation 
Protection Week 2019 held in Stockholm, 
Sweden.

MEDIRAD is the flagship medical radiation 
protection research project under the Eur-
atom funding scheme of Horizon 2020. It 
aims to enhance the scientific bases and 
clinical practice of radiation protection in 
the medical field. The project progressed 
well during 2019 with evaluating the health 
effects of low-dose ionising radiation expo-
sure from diagnostic and therapeutic imag-
ing and from off-target effects in radio-
therapy. The ESR, supported by EuroSafe 
Imaging, is represented in the MEDIRAD 
Stakeholder Board, which has an advisory 
role and acts as multiplier, in particular for 
dissemination activities of the science-based 
policy recommendations that will constitute 
a key project deliverable.
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ACR
American College of Radiology
May 15, 2013
Renewed: May 17, 2015; March 4, 2017; March 1, 2019 

ACR
Asociación Colombiana de Radiología 
(Colombian Association of Radiology)
March 9, 2013
Renewed: March 6, 2015; March 4, 2017; March 2, 2019

AOSR
Asian Oceanian Society of Radiology
October 20, 2012
Renewed: October 20, 2014; March 3, 2016; March 3, 2018

BBMRI-ERIC
Biobanking and Biomolecular Resources Research 
Infrastructures – European Research Infrastructure 
Consortium
November 11, 2015
Renewed: December 19, 2018

CAR
Canadian Association of Radiologists
April 25, 2014
Renewed: March 3, 2016; March 4, 2018

CBR 
Colégio Brasileiro de Radiologia e Diagnóstico  
por Imagem
(Brazilian College of Radiology)
August 9, 2018

CIR
Colegio Interamericano de Radiología
(Interamerican College of Radiology)
March 6, 2015
Renewed: March 4, 2016; March 3, 2018

CSR
Chinese Society of Radiology
April 22, 2014
Renewed: March 3, 2018

EFLM
European Federation of Clinical Chemistry and 
Laboratory Medicine
June 25, 2019

EFOMP
European Federation of Organisations  
in Medical Physics
November 19, 2015
Renewed: March 1, 2018

EFRS
European Federation of Radiographer Societies
June 24, 2013
Renewed: June 18, 2015; November 17, 2016;  
November 21, 2019

EFSUMB
European Federation of Societies for  
Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology
March 26, 2015
Renewed: March 3, 2017; February 28, 2019

EORTC
European Organisation for Research and  
Treatment of Cancer
September 5, 2014
Renewed: July 31, 2017

ERS
European Respiratory Society
December 10, 2013
Renewed: January 29, 2016; March 28, 2018

ANNUAL REPORT 2019EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

MEMORANDA  
OF UNDERSTANDING 
SIGNED BY THE ESR

ESRNM
Egyptian Society of Radiology and  
Nuclear Medicine
March 3, 2018

ESTRO
European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology
December 9, 2013
Renewed: July 24, 2015; October 3, 2017;  
February 26, 2018

FMRI
Federación Mexicana de Radiología e Imagen
(Mexican Federation of Radiology and Imaging)
February 19, 2016
Renewed: March 3, 2018

IRIA
Indian Radiological and Imaging Association
April 30, 2014
Renewed: March 4, 2016; March 1, 2018

ISRRT
International Society of Radiographers and  
Radiological Technologists
September 4, 2019

JRS
Japan Radiological Society
June 23, 2014
Renewed: September 9, 2016; November 15, 2018

KSR
Korean Society of Radiology
October 20, 2012
Renewed: March 5, 2015; March 4, 2017; March 2, 2019

RANZCR
Royal Australian and New Zealand College  
of Radiologists
March 5, 2015
Renewed: March 2, 2018

RCRT
Royal College of Radiologists of Thailand
RST
Radiology Society of Thailand
March 1, 2018

RSE
Radiology Society of the Emirates
January 31, 2017
Renewed: February 16, 2019

RSNA
Radiological Society of North America
September 6, 2013
Renewed: August 17, 2015; September 25, 2017;  
September 6, 2019

RSSA
Radiological Society of Saudi Arabia
September 20, 2018

SDR
Sociedad Dominicana de Radiología
(Dominican Society of Radiology)
November 28, 2018

SMRI
Sociedad Mexicana de Radiología e Imagen
(Mexican Society of Radiology and Imaging)
March 3, 2016
Renewed: April 25, 2018

SOCPR
Sociedad Peruana de Radiología
(Peruvian Society of Radiology)
March 3, 2019

SPR
Sociedade Paulista de Radiologia  
e Diagnóstico por Imagem
(Radiological and Diagnostic Imaging Society  
of Sao Paulo)
November 29, 2016
Renewed: March 2, 2019
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THE ESR-PAG IS COMPOSED OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:

(March 2019–2020)

Chairperson
Nicola Bedlington, European Patients’ Forum (EPF)

Vice-Chairperson
Nikoleta Traykova, Chairperson of the ESR Communication and External Affairs Committee

Representatives of pan-European patient organisations
Birgit Bauer, non-affiliated patient advocate 
Judy Birch, Pelvic Pain Support Network (PPSN) 
Erik Briers, Europa Uomo (European Prostate Cancer Coalition) 
Cheryl Cruwys, Breast Density Matters UK 
Caroline Justich, non-affiliated patient advocate 
Nancy Van Hoylandt, European Federation of Neurological Associations (EFNA)

ESR 2nd Vice-President
Regina Beets-Tan

ESR Quality, Safety and Standards Committee Chairperson
Adrian P. Brady

ESR National Societies Committee Chairperson
Andrea Rockall

ESR Subspecialties and Allied Sciences Committee Chairperson
Alexandre Krainik

European Federation of Radiographer Societies (EFRS)
Vasilis Syrgiamiotis

THE ESR PATIENT ADVISORY  
GROUP (ESR-PAG)

The ESR Patient Advisory Group (ESR-PAG) 
was established in 2013 to bring together 
patients, the public, and imaging profession-
als in order to collectively address and lever-
age developments in the field of radiology. 
The ESR-PAG advocates for a patient-cen-
tred approach within the activities of the ESR, 
with the aim of benefitting patients across 
Europe. The ESR is the first medical specialty 
to successfully launch a professional-patient 
body that gathers patient representatives 
from various disease-specific fields.

The ESR-PAG has six core aims:
 • to improve communication with patients;
 • to raise awareness of medical imaging 
among patients;

 • to improve patients’ knowledge of imaging 
procedures;

 • to liaise with patient groups on policy 
issues of common interest;

 • to involve patient representatives in stra-
tegic decisions regarding medical imaging; 
and,

 • to ensure a patient-centred, human appro-
ach is embedded in the work of the ESR.

In 2019, the ESR-PAG built on its enhanced 
membership and a new vision to play a more 
prominent role in shaping ESR activities and 
advocating for patient-centredness in radiol-
ogy. Since its establishment in 2013, the ESR-
PAG has been actively involved in the Euro-
pean Congress of Radiology (ECR), and ECR 
2019 was no exception. The ESR-PAG hosted 
a very well-attended session on ‘Communi-
cating the role of the radiologist – best prac-
tices to manage patient expectations’. This 
session tackled the existential question of 
the way the radiologists’ role could be made 
understandable for patients, in the interest 
of enhancing communication between the 

medical professional and patients. An experi-
enced panel of radiologists and patient advo-
cates, with track records in communication, 
highlighted the need to implement a mutually 
beneficial dialogue between patients and pro-
fessionals to better address existing concerns. 
Building on the session’s fruitful debate, the 
ESR-PAG will continue to look into innovative 
tools to optimise communication with health-
care professionals inside and outside the radi-
ology department.

The ESR-PAG adopted a new strategy in 
2019 entitled ‘ESR-PAG: a Strategy for 2019 
and Beyond’ to enhance its membership and 
maximise outputs for a diversified portfolio of 
activities in order to firmly put the patient at 
the centre of medical imaging. As a result, the 
group was delighted to welcome new mem-
bers, whose contributions have enhanced 
the group’s potential to collaborate with the 
radiology profession across a variety of dis-
ease areas. The ESR-PAG’s growing role within 
the ESR is nicely illustrated by its increased 
involvement as an observer in ESR committees, 
notably for the Quality, Safety and Standards 
Committee and the eHealth and Informatics 
Subcommittee, to rightly embed the patient 
perspective in forthcoming ESR initiatives. In 
this regard, the ESR-PAG continued to actively 
provide input to the EuroSafe Imaging publica-
tions What patients should know and EuroSafe 
Imaging Tips & Tricks in a move to strengthen 
patient safety in medical imaging.

In its ongoing efforts to increase engagement 
with the medical profession, the ESR-PAG 
recently developed a social media campaign 
to raise awareness of patient concerns and to 
establish direct contact with the medical pro-
fession and other patient organisations. Blog-
posts are regularly published to present the 

ESR-PAG to the radiology community and to 
give a real voice to patients in the debate on 
how to put personalised and patient-centred 
healthcare in place. Furthermore, by develop-
ing a system of patient summaries and sys-
tematically reviewing ESR publications, the 
ESR-PAG accomplished a long-term objective 
of making scientific publications understanda-
ble and accessible for patients with the aim of 
reinforcing the link between medical imaging 
and the patient community.

Throughout 2019, ESR-PAG representatives 
participated in various conferences and ESR 
meetings, the ESR Annual Leadership Meeting 
among others, to reiterate the importance of 
an interactive relationship and patient empow-
erment within medical imaging. Considering its 
new strategy and broadened scope, the ESR-
PAG is committed to playing an instrumental 
role in ESR activities to embed the patient per-
spective in medical imaging across Europe. In 
this regard, the ESR-PAG offered its expertise 
and input to EuroSafe Imaging as well as to 
other activities pursued by the ESR to guar-
antee a strong patient voice in these projects. 
Together with the expertise and resources of 
the ESR, the ESR-PAG will continue to give a 
unique voice to patients and put the patient at 
the heart of medical imaging, to the benefit of 
quality of care and patient outcomes.

2020 is also the year to say goodbye to Nicola 
Bedlington as chair of the ESR-PAG and show 
our gratitude for her commitment and inspira-
tion to make patient engagement centrepiece 
of medical imaging. We are thrilled to welcome 
Birgit Bauer, an experienced patient advocate 
and social media expert, as new chair; her 
ambitions to further enhance the relation-
ship between radiologists and patients will be 
highly appreciated.
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The ESR journals continued to grow, achiev-
ing record numbers in all journals’ submission 
and download figures, resulting in a total of 
4,009 submissions handled by the Editors 
and reviewers, and 1,797,465 article accesses 
across all three publications.

European Radiology
European Radiology received a total of 
3,653 submissions (+10% up from 2018) and 
was able to maintain a good Impact Factor 
(3.962), and although the decline below 4 is 
unfortunate, it remains the number one Euro-
pean journal for general radiology with nearly 
1,000,000 accesses. Thanks to the hard work 
of the Editors and reviewers, the time from 
submission to first decision was kept at a very 
attractive 33.1 days on average (compared 
to 32.4 days in the previous year), which was 
well received by the authors and is also a 
great service to the radiological community. 
Lastly, 2019 also saw the establishment of the 
European Radiology Review Fellowships (a 
total of ten fellows were selected to take part) 
and the successful continuation of the Albert 
L. Baert Editorial Fellowship.

Insights into Imaging
Insights into Imaging further expanded its 
profile and attracted many new submis-
sions (a total of 255, which translates into a 
52% increase compared to 2018). The num-
ber of accesses also increased substantially 
(+64% from 2018), showing that the journal’s 
updated scope of critical-educational articles 
attracts many new readers.

European Radiology Experimental
The youngest member of the ESR journal 
family, European Radiology Experimental, 
passed the important submission mark of 
100 by one submission (a total of 101, 31% 
more than the previous year) and reached 
nearly 83,000 accesses. Furthermore, three 
thematic series (on myocardial tissue char-
acterisation, 7 Tesla MR, and musculoskeletal 
interventions) were initiated to be published 
in 2020.

EPOS™
The EPOS™ database (Electronic Presenta-
tion Online System) was expanded by nearly 
3,800 scientific and educational posters 
from ECR 2019. Both the number of sub-
mitted poster abstracts and the number of 
uploaded posters for ECR 2019 broke pre-
vious ECR records. The adjunct 165 Voice 
of EPOS poster sessions held at the annual 
congress once more attracted many attend-
ees and received positive feedback from the 
authors; they are now an indispensable part 
of the ECR programme.

Over 5.5 million users visited the EPOS web-
site in 2019, which marks yet another all-
time high.
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EUROPEAN RADIOLOGY

Founded in 1991
Editor-in-Chief: Yves Menu, Paris/France

Editorial board members:  178
Active reviewers:  2,657
Submissions:  3,653
Accepted papers:  624
Impact Factor 2018:  3.962
Full text accesses:  944,821

Impact Factor 2018

3.962

Full text accesses

944,821
Year Downloads

2015 475,823

2016 623,946

2017 745,976

2018 799,437 

2019 944,821 

Initial submissions 2019

3,653
Year Submissions

2015 2,385

2016 2,322

2017 2,479

2018 3,324

2019 3,653
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INSIGHTS INTO IMAGING

Founded in 2010
Editor-in-Chief: Luis Martí-Bonmatí, Valencia/Spain
Open access since 2012

Editorial board members:  37
Active reviewers:  209
Submissions:  255
Accepted papers:  105
Full text accesses:  769,704 
 

EUROPEAN RADIOLOGY  
EXPERIMENTAL
Founded in 2016
Editor-in-Chief: Francesco Sardanelli, Milan/Italy
Open access

Editorial board members: 45 
Active reviewers: 99 
Submissions: 101
Accepted papers: 52
Full text accesses: 82,940
 

Submissions 2019

255

Full text accesses 2019

769,704

Submissions 2019

101

Full text accesses 2019

82,940
Year Downloads

2015 192,356

2016 317,849

2017 361,724

2018 470,717

2019 769,704

Year Downloads

2017 10,753

2018 42,391

2019 82,940

Year Submissions

2015 134

2016 124

2017 118

2018 154

2019 255

Year Submissions

2016 2

2017 58

2018 77

2019 101
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EPOSTM

Launched at ECR 2003
Editor-in-Chief: Ioana G. Lupescu, Bucharest/Romania
Poster database of ECR 2003–2019 and other congresses
39,148 posters included

ECR 2019 related figures
Abstracts submitted:  4,704
Active reviewers:  179
Posters uploaded:  3,790
 

Posters uploaded ECR 2019

3,790
ECR 2015 2,894

ECR 2016 2,761

ECR 2017 3,474

ECR 2018 3,265

ECR 2019 3,790

Abstracts submitted ECR 2019

4,704

Visits

5,606,222

ECR 2015 2,814

ECR 2016 2,982

ECR 2017 3,793

ECR 2018 3,759

ECR 2019 4,704

2015 1,699,359

2016 2,531,908

2017 2,956,663

2018 3,666,892

2019 5,606,222 
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THE VOICE OF EPOS

Launched at ECR 2016
Oral poster presentations
Sessions organised by topic or language 
Broadcast online via ECR Live
Recordings available via ECR Online

ECR 2019 related figures 
Sessions: 165
Presentations: 1,141
Attendance at sessions: 5,103
 

Sessions

ECR 2016 35

ECR 2017 87

ECR 2018 107

ECR 2019 165

Presentations

ECR 2016 319

ECR 2017 637

ECR 2018 720

ECR 2019 1,141

Onsite Audience

ECR 2016 1,368

ECR 2017 2,801

ECR 2018 3,431

ECR 2019 5,103
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Imaging Biobanks
The ESR is collaborating with the Biobank-
ing and Biomolecular Resources Research 
Infrastructures – European Research Infra-
structure Consortium (BBMRI-ERIC) with the 
goal of supporting the integration of imag-
ing data with biobank databases to create a 
European biobank for medical imaging.

Over the course of 2019, the ESR experts of 
the MIABIS (Minimum Information About 
BIobank data Sharing)-DICOM (Digital 
Imaging and Communications in Medicine) 
Working Group, established in 2016 and sup-
ported by the European Institute for Biomed-
ical Imaging Research (EIBIR), started work 
on a catalogue to describe image collection 
for use in AI/machine learning research. The 
technical aspects of the catalogue are cur-
rently being finalised.

ESR-ERS Working Group (Lung Cancer 
Screening)
The ESR and European Respiratory Society 
(ERS) have been working on a joint statement 
on lung cancer screening (LCS) programmes 
in Europe. The statement, which will be simul-
taneously published in European Radiology 
and the European Respiratory Journal in 
early 2020, is the product of almost two years 
of work by the ESR-ERS Working Group. 
The group includes a range of pulmonolo-
gists, radiologists, thoracic oncologists and 
patients from across Europe, and is chaired 
by Prof. Hans-Ulrich Kauczor, Head of the 
Department of Diagnostic and Interventional 
Radiology at the University Hospital Heidel-
berg, Germany. The paper will provide a tech-
nical update to the ESR-ERS white paper on 
lung cancer screening, published in 2015. It 
focuses on new findings and current discus-
sions surrounding screening programmes, 
representing a narrative, non-systematic 
review of the evidence from LCS trials and 
providing a description of the current prac-
tice of LCS, as well as aspects that have not 
received adequate attention until now. Both 
the ESR and ERS anticipate that the paper 
will stimulate further discussion and action 
on the implementation of lung cancer screen-
ing programmes in European countries.

ESR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

ESR RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Research is a key pillar of the ESR’s activities: 
medical imaging technology is advancing 
rapidly, and the ESR aims to survey up-to-
date information about the needs of the 
radiological research community in order to 
develop recommendations that will enhance 
radiologists’ involvement in emerging fields 
in research and innovation. In 2019, the ESR 
Board of Directors approved three new initi-
atives with this goal in mind.

The key initiative emerging from the Research 
Committee meeting at ECR 2019 was the ESR 
Research Seed Grant initiative. The purpose 
of this programme is to stimulate and pro-
vide funding for innovative projects and pilot 
studies that will subsequently lead to larger 
studies and further funding applications. The 
funding priorities 2020 are for research in 
artificial intelligence and cardiac imaging. Up 
to ten seed grants ranging between €4,000 
and €8,000 in funding will be awarded in the 
first quarter of 2020. The winning proposals 
will be announced at ECR 2020.

Based on the results of the 2018 survey into 
clinical trials and data sharing, the Research 
Committee Board opened dialogue in 2019 
on the subject of how to establish a Euro-
pean initiative to facilitate data sharing for 
clinical trials in imaging. They continue to 
work with the European Institute for Biomed-
ical Imaging Research (EIBIR) towards the 
achievement of this goal.

Finally, the Research Committee Board has 
begun the process of working with subspe-
cialty society representatives within the 
Research Committee with the aim of develop-
ing methodological guidelines for research. 
This project shall be discussed further at ECR 
2020.

Further activities related to the ESR’s 
Research Committee are given below.

European Imaging Biomarkers Alliance 
(EIBALL) Subcommittee
In 2019, the European Imaging Biomarkers 
Alliance (EIBALL) Subcommittee has contin-
ued working towards fulfilment of its mission 
statement: ‘To facilitate imaging biomarker 
development, standardisation and promote 
their use in clinical trials and in clinical prac-
tice by collaboration with specialist societies, 
international standards agencies and trials 
organisations to develop a network of excel-
lence’.

The EIBALL Subcommittee’s two-year 
roadmap, adopted in May 2018 and com-
prised of three pillars (establishing a func-
tional biomarker profile that is current and 
relevant; enabling clinical use of biomarkers 
by setting standards for data acquisition and 
image processing; and education on appro-
priate use of functional imaging biomarkers 
and their interpretation) has continued to 
guide the subcommittee’s work.

The development and launch of an online 
inventory of imaging biomarkers that  
can be accessed by imagers and used to 
inform them about the biomarkers availa-
ble, their effectiveness, their appropriateness 
for particular trials, and how to use them,  
was a key achievement of 2019. Defining 
exactly how and why imaging biomarkers are 
useful is seen as the key to convincing funders 
of clinical trials to collaborate more with radi-
ologists.

With this in mind, the EIBALL Subcommittee 
published the first of two planned papers 
based on each of the first two pillars of 
roadmap: one on imaging biomarkers as a 
decision support tool, published in August 
2019; and one on the validation of imaging 
biomarkers, which was submitted for publi-
cation in Insights into Imaging in December 
2019. Furthermore, in relation to the third 
pillar of the roadmap, an educational work-
shop, held in conjunction with the European 
School of Radiology, took place in November 
2019 in Vienna, Austria.

In 2019, EIBALL has continued to collaborate 
with various other organisations, particularly 
the Quantitative Imaging Biomarkers Alli-
ance (QIBA), with closer links planned for the 
coming year.

http://erj.ersjournals.com/content/early/2015/04/29/09031936.00033015
http://erj.ersjournals.com/content/early/2015/04/29/09031936.00033015
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00330-019-06105-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00330-019-06105-y
https://www.myesr.org/research/biomarkers-inventory
https://www.myesr.org/research/biomarkers-inventory
https://insightsimaging.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13244-019-0764-0
https://insightsimaging.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13244-019-0764-0


60 61ANNUAL REPORT 2019 EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

CHAPTER 5
ESR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

CHAPTER 5
ESR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

ANNUAL REPORT 2019EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY



62 63ANNUAL REPORT 2019 EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

CHAPTER 5
ESR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

CHAPTER 5
ESR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

ANNUAL REPORT 2019EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

EUROPEAN INSTITUTE FOR BIOMEDICAL 
IMAGING RESEARCH (EIBIR)

The European Institute for Biomedical Imag-
ing Research (EIBIR) is a non-profit organi-
sation established on the initiative of the 
European Society of Radiology in 2006. EIBIR 
coordinates and supports research, develop-
ment, and dissemination activities in the field 
of biomedical imaging, with the ultimate 
goal of improving the diagnosis, treatment 
and prevention of disease. It actively sup-
ports research networking, and collaborative 
European research projects while continually 
playing a key role in spreading good practice 
and promoting common initiatives in the field 
of biomedical imaging research.

One of EIBIR’s main services is supporting 
research proposal writing for major Euro-
pean research funding programmes, such 
as the European Commission’s Horizon 2020 
programme. EIBIR provides its network mem-
bers with the services they need to make their 
project idea a reality.

Running collaborative research projects
Currently, EIBIR is involved in six Horizon 
2020 projects.

EIBIR is the project coordinator of the MEDI-
RAD project, which is investigating implica-
tions of low dose radiation exposure, and 
the HYPMED project, which is developing a 
hybrid PET/MRI insert for breast cancer.

EIBIR is also a project management and 
dissemination partner in four other Horizon 
2020 projects: LUCA, which is developing 
a multimodal imaging device for thyroid 
nodules by combining laser and ultrasound 
methodologies; CoSTREAM, investigating the 
link between stroke and Alzheimer’s; SOLUS, 
which is developing a multi-modal optical 
and ultrasound diagnostic system for breast 
cancer; and AlternativesToGd, which is devel-
oping a novel MR contrast agent without the 
use of gadolinium.

EIBIR served in the same capacity for the GLINT 
project which focused on the development 
of novel imaging technologies for neoplastic 
tumours and concluded at the end of 2019.

Additionally, EIBIR supports two investiga-
tor-initiated, industry-sponsored clinical  
studies:

 • The MIPA study, led by the University of 
Milan and funded by Bayer, is investigating 
the effectiveness of pre-operative breast 
MRI for patients with breast cancer and 
recently completed patient enrolment.

 • The SPECIFIC study is investigating myo-
cardial perfusion imaging using perfusion 
CT and is funded by Siemens and Bayer, 
with Erasmus Medical Center and Univer-
sity Hospital Tübingen serving as the sci-
entific leads.

The EIBIR team in Vienna collaborates with 
a large number of project partners from all 
over the world, who rely on EIBIR’s exper-
tise and professional project management 
experience. Proposal preparation services 
are provided free of charge to all active 
EIBIR network members. These services give 
EIBIR’s network members a distinct advan-
tage in the highly competitive Horizon 2020 
funding programme. For more details, please 
visit the EIBIR website at www.eibir.org. 
For further information, please contact EIBIR 
at office@eibir.org.

ESR Research Seed Grants
The ESR, in cooperation with EIBIR, launched 
the ESR Research Seed Grants 2020 in 
November 2019.

The purpose of this programme is to stim-
ulate and provide funding for innovative  
projects and pilot studies that will subse-
quently lead to larger studies and further 
funding applications. The funding priorities 
in 2020 are for research in artificial intelli-
gence and cardiac imaging. Up to ten seed 
grants ranging between €4,000 and €8,000 
in funding, will be awarded in the first quar-
ter of 2020.

Strategic Research Agenda  
for Biomedical Imaging
EIBIR follows a clear vision for biomedi-
cal imaging research and for the purposes 
of shaping future programmes, published 
EIBIR’s first-ever Strategic Research Agenda 
(SRA) for Biomedical Imaging.

The agenda identifies current challenges and 
needs in healthcare and illustrates how bio-
medical imaging and derived data can help 
to address these challenges. This includes:

 • Meeting the healthcare demands of 
Europe’s population

 • Developing new disease-specific, targeted 
and image-guided therapies

 • Contributing to a healthy start
 • Providing assessment of lifestyle and envi-
ronmental impact factors on health

 • Making Europe the world leader in machine 
learning and Artificial Intelligence

In particular, the agenda addresses the 
current paradigm shift in medicine, which 
has moved from reactive to proactive 
approaches, by providing predictive, preven-
tive, and personalised solutions for individual 
patients. It highlights the growing impact of 
personalised medicine on patients and its 
ability to address challenges of ineffective 
treatment and rising costs.

The SRA also focusses on the growing impor-
tance of big data, artificial intelligence, and 
innovative imaging technologies, emphasising 
the role of biomedical imaging as a forerunner 
in the digital transformation of healthcare and 
as a leading discipline in the adoption of new 
innovative solutions like deep learning.

The SRA is aimed at informing policymakers 
and funding authorities about key areas of 
research in biomedical imaging while also 
highlighting hot topics to consider in future 
funding programmes. It was developed by the 
EIBIR Office and Scientific Advisory Board, 
in collaboration with its eleven shareholder 
organisations, which represent scientific soci-
eties related to biomedical imaging.

EIBIR activities in data collection and 
imaging biobanks
EIBIR’s Electronic Data Capture Platform 
allows members to collect a wide range of 
research data for their studies in an easy-
to-use system. The platform has been used 
successfully by the EUCLID project, an ESR-
led European Commission Tender project on 
clinical diagnostic reference levels for x-ray 
medical imaging, and a large multicentre 
study on a machine learning CT-derived FFR 
(fractional flow reserve-computed tomogra-
phy) application under the lead of Erasmus 
Medical Center.

Furthermore, and starting from an ESR/
BBMRI-ERIC (Biobanking  and  Biomolecular 
Resources Research Infrastructure – Euro-
pean  Research Infrastructure Consortium) 
collaboration, EIBIR now provides the opera-
tional support for activities regarding the fed-
eration of imaging biobanks to demonstrate 
the added value of such collections, especially 
for applications using artificial intelligence.

EIBIR Joint Initiatives
EIBIR currently supports six joint initiatives, 
which represent interdisciplinary groups 
working towards a common bioimaging-fo-
cused research goal:

 • Artificial Intelligence
 • Preclinical Imaging
 • European Imaging Biomarkers Alliance 
(EIBALL)

 • European Alliance for Medical Radiation 
Protection Research (EURAMED)

 • European Network for the Assessment of 
Imaging in Medicine (EuroAIM)

 • Paediatric Radiology

Specific activities within the joint initiatives 
include initiating and coordinating collabo-
rative research efforts and projects, organ-
ising workshops and symposia, training and 
educating young scientists through exchange 
programmes and summer schools, and the 
sharing of state-of-the-art equipment.

EIBIR Shareholders
Currently EIBIR’s shareholders are:

 • European Society of Radiology (ESR)
 • Cardiovascular and Interventional Radio-
logical Society of Europe (CIRSE)

 • European Coordination Committee of the 
Radiological, Electromedical and Health-
care IT Industry (COCIR)

 • European Association of Nuclear Medicine 
(EANM)

 • European Federation of Organisations for 
Medical Physics (EFOMP)

 • European Federation of Radiographer 
Societies (EFRS)

 • European Organisation for Research and 
Treatment of Cancer (EORTC)

 • European Society for Magnetic Resonance 
in Medicine and Biology (ESMRMB)

 • European Society of Paediatric Radiology 
(ESPR)

 • European SocieTy for Radiotherapy and 
Oncology (ESTRO)

 • European Society of Medical Imaging Infor-
matics (EuSoMII)

All shareholders are represented at the Gen-
eral Meeting, where major strategic decisions 
are taken. Each shareholder organisation 
may also nominate a representative to sit 
on EIBIR’s Scientific Advisory Board, which 
advises the EIBIR team in all scientific mat-
ters and plays a key role in the implementa-
tion of EU-funded projects.

EIBIR network members and dedicated 
services
EIBIR relies on a large number of actively 
contributing network members. More than 
70 leading European research institutions 
represent a variety of different imaging fields 
and more than 20 countries within Europe. 
Organisations with an interest in biomedical 
imaging are invited to become a part of the 
EIBIR network.

http://www.medirad-project.eu
http://www.medirad-project.eu
http://hypmed.eu/
http://www.luca-project.eu/
http://www.costream.eu/
http://www.solus-project.eu/
http://www.alternativestogd.eu/
http://www.glint-project.eu/
http://www.eibir.org
mailto:office@eibir.org
https://insightsimaging.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13244-019-0684-z
https://insightsimaging.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13244-019-0684-z
http://www.eurosafeimaging.org/euclid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radiography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Healthcare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Healthcare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_technology
https://www.eibir.org/members/network-members-list/
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EUROPEAN SCHOOL  
OF RADIOLOGY (ESOR)

During 2019, ESOR has expanded its range of activities by adding 
new courses and training programmes to its portfolio, to accom-
modate the ever-evolving needs for radiological education.

Two new additions to the calendar were the very successful courses 
in India and the Philippines. The outcome once more emphasises 
the importance of establishing a long-term commitment for educa-
tion in partnership and the value of delivering structured modular 
and mentored opportunities to learn from exchange.

The educational highlight of 2019 was the first-ever held ESR/ESOR 
Premium Event on Artificial Intelligence. With more than 5,800 
registrations from 140 countries for the live streaming and 194 
attendees onsite, this event, called ‘Intelligence. Innovation. Ima-
ging – The perfect vision of AI’, highlighted the increasingly import-
ant role that artificial intelligence (AI) plays for radiologists around 
the world. The event, which took place in Barcelona on April 5–6, 
featured more than 20 lectures and over 28 speakers from a variety 
of professional backgrounds and turned out to be a stunning suc-
cess for the ESR and ESOR.

2019 also marked the completion of thirteen years of ESOR in 
action, years of continuous growth in educational activities, tailo-
red to address the needs of thousands of radiologists. During this 
period ESOR contributed significantly to raising the scientific profile 
of radiological education and promoting the importance of subspe-
cialisation as well as introducing fellowships in radiology in Europe.

SPECIFIC TASKS OF ESOR:

 — To organise teaching courses and workshops as visiting schools 
and seminars

 — To develop fellowship and scholarship programmes
 — To support the eLearning initiatives of ESR by providing content 

from ESOR Courses
 — To support the implementation of the European Training 

Curricula
 — To establish and enlarge the ESOR community and to ensure 

the continuation of furthering education in the future
 — To provide radiological education worldwide following and 

strengthening strategic tasks of the ESR
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ESOR ACTIVITIES IN 2019

COURSE TOPIC VENUE DATE ONSITE  
PARTICIPANTS

ESR/ESOR AI Premium Event
Intelligence. Innovation. Imaging –  
The Perfect Vision of AI 

Barcelona, Spain April 2019 194

GALEN Foundation Course Neuroradiology Lisbon, Portugal May 2019 92

GALEN Advanced Course Women’s Imaging Malmö, Sweden June 2019 33

GALEN Advanced Course Cardio-Thoracic Cross-Sectional Imaging Tübingen, Germany July 2019 24

GALEN Advanced Course Oncologic Imaging from Head to Toe Paris, France September 2019 55

ASKLEPIOS Course Advances in MR Imaging Bucharest, Romania May 2019 73

ASKLEPIOS Course Body Oncologic Imaging St. Petersburg, Russia May 2019 65

ASKLEPIOS Course Mechanical Thrombectomy Lille, France June 2019 35

ASKLEPIOS Course Musculoskeletal Radiology Madrid, Spain September 2019 71

ASKLEPIOS Course Emergency Radiology (Trauma) Warsaw, Poland September 2019 94

ASKLEPIOS Course Most Common GI Disorders Novi Sad, Serbia September 2019 48

ASKLEPIOS Course Cardiac Imaging Graz, Austria October 2019 43

ASKLEPIOS Course Multidisciplinary Approach to Cancer Imaging Amsterdam, the Netherlands November 2019 64

ASKLEPIOS Course Symposium on Imaging Hallmarks of Cancer Lisbon, Portugal November 2019 290

ESOR Course for EDiR Neuroradiology Vienna, Austria November 2019 13

ESOR Course for EDiR Hybrid Imaging Vienna, Austria November 2019 8

ESOR Course for EDiR Musculoskeletal Radiology Vienna, Austria November 2019 18

ESOR Course for EDiR Head and Neck Radiology Vienna, Austria November 2019 14

ESOR Course for EDiR Paediatric Radiology Vienna, Austria November 2019 11

ESOR Course for EDiR Cardiac Imaging Vienna, Austria November 2019 10

ESOR Course for EDiR Chest Imaging Vienna, Austria November 2019 11

ESOR Course for EDiR Breast Imaging Vienna, Austria November 2019 13

ESOR Course for EDiR Abdominal Radiology Vienna, Austria November 2019 14

ESOR/EIBALL Course
Research in diagnostic radiology – how to  
build a perfect study

Vienna, Austria November 2019 7

Visiting Professorship Programme 
Georgia 
within the ESR Support Initiative

Oncologic Imaging of the Abdomen and Pelvis Tbilisi, Georgia May 2019 366

Visiting Professorship Programme 
Bulgaria

Paediatric Radiology Varna, Bulgaria September 2019 59

Visiting Professorship Programme 
Balkan Congress

Breast Imaging Heraklion, Greece October 2019 107

AIMS Mexico
How general radiologists should deal with Paedi-
atric Imaging

Mexico City/León, Mexico April 2019 191

AIMS Korea Present and Future in MSK Radiology Seoul, Korea July 2019 69

ASKLEPIOS International Philippines Head and Neck Radiology Manila, the Philippines July 2019 143

ASKLEPIOS International Thailand Head and Neck Radiology Bangkok, Thailand July 2019 120

ASKLEPIOS International Brazil Neuroradiology Porto Alegre/Rio de Janeiro, Brazil August 2019 143

ASKLEPIOS International China Cardiac Imaging – CT and MR Beijing/Shanghai, China September 2019 151

ASKLEPIOS International India Abdominal Oncologic Imaging Kolkata, India November 2019 120

Visiting Professorship Programme 
Colombia

Oncologic Imaging Cartagena, Colombia August 2019 71

Visiting Professorship Programme 
Argentina

Breast Imaging Mar del Plata, Argentina November 2019 102

Tutorial Astana Tutorial Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan May 2019 15

Tutorial Graz Tutorial Graz, Austria October 2019 11

Total 2,968

LIVE STREAMING

ESR/ESOR AI Premium Event
Intelligence. Innovation. Imaging – The Perfect 
Vision of AI 

Barcelona, Spain April 2019 2.865

ESOR Courses for EDiR Vienna, Austria November 2019 123

TOTAL 2,988

TOTAL ONSITE AND LIVE STREAMING PARTICIPANTS 5,956

TOTAL SCHOLARSHIPS / FELLOWSHIPS 118

 43  Visiting Scholarship Programmes in Europe
 2  Visiting Scholarship Programmes in the USA
 33  Exchange Programmes for Fellowships in Europe with ESGAR, EUSOBI, ESCR, ESHNR,  
  ESHIMT, ESSR, ESNR, ESOI, ESPR, ESTI
 2  Exchange Programmes for Fellowships in the USA
 7  Full One-year Fellowships in Europe
 30  Bracco Fellowships
 1  Nicholas Gourtsoyiannis Teaching Fellowship
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The year 2019 brought back two well-established, dearly missed 
platforms with a new interface and style. In April, the database for 
case reports, Eurorad, was launched after being temporarily closed 
at the end of 2018. In October 2019, the e-learning platform Edu-
cation on Demand was finally back online after several months of 
transition.

EURORAD

By the end of 2019, the new Eurorad website hosted over 210,000 
visitors and received a lot of positive feedback, praised by users 
and authors alike.

The main changes include independent platforms for the submis-
sion and publication of the case reports and the transition towards 
the use of the well-known Editorial Manager system to ensure a 
professional peer-review process. Additionally, a completely new 
database with a fresh and modern design and a brand-new web-
site were introduced.

The submission numbers for the past year are lower than in previ-
ous ones for two reasons: firstly, due to the website transition, the 

submission phase was shorter than the standard 12-month period; 
secondly, the whole submission process was adapted and mod-
ified over the previous 18 months to meet the current standards 
of publication ethics. This made case submissions more time-con-
suming for authors, but the changes were necessary to obtain bet-
ter quality and patient privacy.

The users of the new website now benefit from a strong and effi-
cient search engine, as well as many new features, such as Editors’ 
selection of cases, teaching cases with multiple-choice questions, 
the ability to comment on cases, saving searches, the option to 
follow cases and authors, and the creation of a personal author 
profile.

Facts & Figures

Established in 1999
Editor-in-Chief: Olle Ekberg, Malmö/Sweden
Teaching case platform for radiological case reports
More than 7,500 cases published

Submitted cases:  485
Active reviewers:  126
Users:  215,743

Submissions 2019

485

Users 2019

215,743

Year Submissions

2015 562

2016 703

2017 639

2018 574

2019 485

2015 222,758

2016 201,853

2017 149,553

2018 113,719

2019 215,743



44

Visitors

8,285

1 489

72 73ANNUAL REPORT 2019 EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

CHAPTER 6.1
EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

CHAPTER 6.1
EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

ANNUAL REPORT 2019EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

EDUCATION ON  
DEMAND

The ESR’s e-learning platform, Education on Demand, was success-
fully launched with a completely new software in late October 2019. 
A tremendously improved usability, paired with hand-picked cont-
ents from ESR, ESOR and ECR resources are now presented in two 
options. The first one is a free-of-charge branch that allows users 
to test their knowledge, quickly and easily and without any login 
required. Those who want to dig deeper and earn CME credits can 
subscribe to the accredited Premium branch containing more than 
320 courses. The Premium branch allows personalisation in the form 

of the selection of courses, tracking individual learning progress, 
downloading of CME certificates, and earning badges for a variety 
of activities. Both branches offer a comprehensive menu and course 
catalogue.

By the end of 2019, over 8,000 users had visited Education on 
Demand, and the subscribers of Education on Demand Premium had 
earned 417 CME certificates, as the whole platform had been accre-
dited as an e-learning provider by the UEMS.

Facts & Figures

Re-launched in October 2019
Subcommittee Chair: Sue Barter, Cambridge/UK
eLearning platform
320+ modules available

Subcommittee members: 56
Visitors: 8,285

Education on Demand Premium: 

Learners 356
Course assignments 3,119
CME certificates issued 417
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EUROPEAN BOARD  
OF RADIOLOGY (EBR)

European Diploma  
in Radiology (EDiR)

The European Diploma in Radiology (EDiR) is 
organised by the European Board of Radio-
logy (EBR). The EDiR is an additional qua-
lification of excellence that serves as a sys-
tem of standardisation and accreditation of 
radiologists across European borders. It pro-
vides an international benchmark for general 
radiology and is officially and fully endorsed 
by the European Union of Medical Specialists 
(UEMS) and the ESR.

Its target audience are certified radiologists 
or radiology residents in the last year of their 
national radiology training programmes at 
the time of the examination. The application 
for the EDiR examination can be carried out 
individually or as a group through hospital 
heads of department or the corresponding 
national society.

As the EDiR is a benchmark of European trai-
ning standards, the EBR is devoting more of 
its efforts towards designing the following 
educational resources to prepare candidates 
for the examination:

 • EDiR – The Essential Guide (published in 
September 2019 by Springer) was compiled 
by members of the EDiR Committees and 
coordinated by EDiR’s Scientific Director, 
Professor Laura Oleaga. It is an all-in-one 
resource that contains everything candi-
dates need to know in order to successfully 
pass the EDiR examination.

EDiR – The Essential Guide is available for 
purchase at: https://www.springer.com/
gp/book/9783030200657

 • The EDiR Mobile App was launched in 
October 2018 and now has over 2,500 
users. The app contains many valuable 
resources to prepare candidates for the 
EDiR examination, including access to 
self-assessment tests, the EBR Blog, 
and structured reports to help candi-
dates prepare for the CORE section. 

The EDiR Mobile App is available for down-
load at:
Play Store: https://play.google.com/store/
apps/details?id=org.myebr.edir
iTunes: https://itunes.apple.com/es/app/
edir-app/id1438222294?ls=1&mt=8

 

 • The EBR Blog presents study cases that 
cover a range of different topics such as 
chest and neuroradiology. The blog also 
features entries from the popular Professor 
Cáceres and his muppet Dr. Pepe – along 
with contests, webinars and the latest 
radiology news to help readers be at the 
top of their game.

Access the EBR Blog at:
https://blog.myEBR.org/

In 2019, a total of 801 people applied for the EDiR examination. Candidates came from 43 different 
countries, with 68% of the total coming from within Europe.

 
January 16 – Cairo

58 candidates

ECR 2019
February 26 – Vienna

276 candidates

June 14 – Istanbul

76 candidates

October 25 – Paris

47 candidates

September 16 – Vienna

15 candidates

November 17 – New Delhi

50 candidates

July 2 – Barcelona

106 candidates

November 8 – Moscow

8 candidates

October 24 – Vienna

23 candidates

March 31 – New Delhi

50 candidates

September 16 – Örebro

20 candidates

November 16 – New Delhi

50 candidates

October 25 – Vienna

22 candidates

EDiR examinations in 2019 (places sold)

Total

801
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The Accreditation  
Council in Imaging  
(ACI)

In January 2016, the Accreditation Council in 
Imaging (ACI) was officially launched. It was 
established under the umbrella of the Euro-
pean Board of Radiology (EBR) to cooperate 
and collaborate with the accreditation council 
of the European Union of Medical Specialists 
(UEMS), the European Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education (EACCME®), 
and its Radiology Section in delivering and 
harmonising Continuing Medical Education 
(CME) accreditation in imaging.

The ACI aims to provide, together with the 
UEMS/EACCME®, the highest level of CME 
accreditation available today. Its purpose is 
to make managing CME quick and easy for 
all applicants and guarantee the quality of 
accredited events and materials. CME is con-
sidered a cornerstone of quality assurance in 
medical care, and homogenised recognition is 
a necessary step towards European harmoni-
sation of educational standards in radiology.

The ACI is also highly active in facilitating and 
improving processes related to CME accred-
itation in imaging. To this end, the results of 
the ACI surveys conducted yearly are used to 
analyse the needs of the radiology commu-
nity towards new forms of CME and support 
advocacy for more practicable accreditation 
procedures.

The ACI committees are composed of active 
radiologists who are members of the EBR and 
the UEMS Radiology Section, and they com-
bine a vast amount of expertise in the imag-
ing field.

The ACI Leadership consists of three 
members:

Miloš Lučić 
(ACI Scientific Director)

Paolo Ricci 
(ACI Reviewing Committee Chair and  
President of the UEMS Radiology Section)

Christian Loewe  
(ACI Policy Committee Chair)

Since the ACI’s launch in January 2016, 
more than 550 imaging events have been 
accredited, among which the first three large 
e-learning platforms (consisting of more than 
100 e-modules each) were granted with CME 
credits.

The European Training  
Assessment Programme  
(ETAP 2.0)

The European Training Assessment Pro-
gramme (ETAP) was established in 2001 as a 
joint initiative of the former European Associ-
ation of Radiology (EAR) and the European 
Union of Medical Specialists (UEMS) Section 
of Radiology. Right from the beginning, the 
in-person assessment sessions had been 
positive experiences for both hosts and insti-
tutions, but new times call for new solutions. 
Thus, the ETAP 2.0 moved from an external 
assessment audit to a virtual self-assess-
ment audit.

In March 2017, the ESR, the UEMS Section of 
Radiology and the EBR agreed on its new 
concept and shift to the EBR. The ETAP Work-
ing Group (composed equally by EBR/ESR 
and UEMS members) has been working since 
then on the adaptation and development of 
the ETAP 2.0 programme and the necessary 
documents.

The ETAP 2.0 aims to:

 • Improve and harmonise the standards of 
radiology training in Europe and beyond 
based on the ESR European Training  
Curriculum for Radiology (ETC)

 • Provide institutions that offer postgrad-
uate radiology education with objective 
assessment of their training programmes 
by nominated external assessors (ETAP 2.0 
Scientific Committee members)

 • Develop assessment systems and guide-
lines for use by postgraduate education 
authorities at a national level

 • Be recognised as an excellence certificate 
and added value by the different radiologi-
cal training institutions

INSTITUTION DATE OF CERTIFICATION

University Hospital Basel July 17, 2018

King’s College Hospital February 4, 2019

Hospital Clínic Barcelona February 21, 2019

Hospital Universitari Parc Taulí Sabadell June 3, 2019

Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education 
and Research (deemed to be University) November 30, 2019

The following centres have undergone their respective ETAP 2.0 assessments and  
received their corresponding ETAP 2.0 excellence certificates:

http://www.myesr.org/cms/website.php?id=/en/education_training/european_training_curriculum_for_radiology.htm
http://www.myesr.org/cms/website.php?id=/en/education_training/european_training_curriculum_for_radiology.htm
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INTERNATIONAL DAY  
OF RADIOLOGY (IDOR)

The International Day of Radiology (IDoR) 
was celebrated for the eighth time on 
November 8, this year focusing on sports 
imaging, and was joined by supporters all 
around the world.

More than 170 radiology-related profes-
sional societies from around the world par-
ticipated in the IDoR 2019, holding a range 
of different events to celebrate, such as pub-
lic lectures, department open days, sympo-
sia, national media appearances, and press 
events.

The new IDOR book ‘Imaging of MOTION & 
PERFORMANCE. Stress & Strain’, created 
in cooperation with the European Society 
of Musculoskeletal Radiology (ESSR), was 
published in October on the IDoR website as 
downloadable pdf. Print copies were given 
to the editors and authors of the book, and 
the members of the ESR Executive Coun-
cil. Further, the ESR handed the books over 
as presents to all ESR institutional mem-
ber societies’ presidents at the ESR Annual 
Leadership Meeting in Genoa, which took 
place one week after the IDoR.

Under the editorial leadership of ESSR Presi-
dent, Dr. Alberto Vieira from CUF Porto Hos-
pital and Porto University Medical School, 
Dr. Luca Maria Sconfienza from University 
of Milano School of Medicine and Dr. Franz 

Kainberger from the University of Vienna, 57 
authors from Europe and the United States 
contributed to the book. Further chapters 
were provided by representatives of the 
European Federation of Radiographer Soci-
eties (EFRS) and the International Society of 
Radiographers and Radiological Technolo-
gists (ISRRT).

Also, the ESR launched a brand-new Sports 
Imaging microsite which uses examples 
of top global athletes to show the gen-
eral public how radiology is used in the  
diagnosis and management of sports  
injuries. The website, which can be found  
at sports.internationaldayofradiology.com, 
takes a look at a wide variety of typical 
sports injuries, ranging from twisted ankles to 
brain trauma, with reference to the real-life 
experience of 28 athletes from a selection of 
the world’s most popular sports.

In addition, 40 interviews with sports imag-
ing experts from 37 different countries, con-
ducted by the ESR, were published on the 
IDoR webpage.

On social media, the International Day 
of Radiology saw tremendous feedback 
throughout various platforms. The IDoR 
Facebook page, which shared a variety of 
events, fan posts and general IDoR informa-
tion, attracted 37,601 likes on IDoR related 

posts (a new record) and gained over 2,000 
new fans with a peak during the days before 
the actual event.

On Twitter, which has traditionally seen the 
biggest buzz for IDoR related social media 
activities, 8,630 tweets including the hashtag 
#IDOR2019 were tweeted, generating a user 
feed reach of 18.9 million.

The ESR celebrated IDoR 2019 with the 
unveiling of ‘Cranium florens’, an art instal-
lation to raise awareness of the significance 
of radiology and its role in modern medicine 
and healthcare, particularly for the benefit of 
patients. ‘Cranium florens’, created by Pablo 
Spitzer, designer and custom artist, and com-
missioned by the ESR, was installed next to 
the European House of Radiology, the ESR 
headquarters at Am Gestade in Vienna.

Also, the ESR showed a poster exhibition 
on the square next to the European House 
of Radiology, providing information on the 
ESR, IDoR and the discipline of radiology, 
explaining the modalities and highlighting 
some sports injuries with illustrations and 
clinical imaging, using famous athletes as 
examples.

IDoR 2020 will be celebrated on November 8, 
2020, and will feature interventional radiol-
ogy as its main topic.

http://sports.internationaldayofradiology.com
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109 Countries

Algeria, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 

Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, 

Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 

Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 

Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, 

Guyana, Honduras, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, India, 

Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, 

Kazakhstan, Kenya, Korea, Kosovo, Kuwait, Latvia, Lebanon, 

Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, 

Mauritius, Mexico, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Panama, 

Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Saudi 

Arabia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, South Korea, 

Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, 

Tanzania, Thailand, Trinidad, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, 

United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of 

America, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Vietnam, Yemen.

Participating societies

177

IDOR Twitter reach

18.91 million

Facebook likes

37,601

Unique visitors to the IDoR website

29,821 
(Sept 1–Nov 30)

IDOR-related tweets

8,630

Downloads of the IDoR 2019 book

3,757 
(Oct 24–Nov 30)
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UPDATE OF THE IDOR WEBSITE 
www.internationaldayofradiology.com

http://www.internationaldayofradiology.com
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NEW BOOK 
Imaging of MOTION & PERFORMANCE Stress & Strain
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SPECIAL MINI-WEBSITE ON SPORTS IMAGING / ONLINE PATIENT INFO RESOURCE 
sports.internationaldayofradiology.com

More pictures can be found at www.internationaldayofradiology.com/idor-2019

SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVITIES: SHOW US YOUR SPORTY SIDE 

http://sports.internationaldayofradiology.com
http://www.internationaldayofradiology.com/idor-2019


92 93ANNUAL REPORT 2019 EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

CHAPTER 7
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF RADIOLOGY (IDOR)

CHAPTER 7
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF RADIOLOGY (IDOR)

ANNUAL REPORT 2019EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

POSTER EXHIBITION 
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CELEBRATING WORLDWIDE

Canberra, Australia

Saida, Lebanon

Male, Maldives

Port Vila, Vanuatu
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Kuwait City, Kuwait

Plovdiv, Bulgaria

Baku, Azerbaijan

Vienna, Austria

Cairo, Egypt

More pictures can be found at www.internationaldayofradiology.com/idor-2019

Graz, Austria

Kerala, India

Guadalajara, Mexico

Bharatpur, Nepal

Paramaribo, Suriname

http://www.internationaldayofradiology.com/idor-2019


Chapter 8 

ESR Connect



ANNUAL REPORT 201998 99ANNUAL REPORT 2019EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY

CHAPTER 8
ESR CONNECT

CHAPTER 8
ESR CONNECT

ESR CONNECT

connect.myESR.org is the newest unified 
video platform from the European Society of 
Radiology, providing educational and enter-
taining videos in the field of medical imaging. 
ESR Connect offers exclusive live streaming 
events, an extended and constantly growing 
on-demand library and premium topic pack-
ages from the European Congress of Radiol-
ogy (ECR) and the European School of Radi-
ology (ESOR). The ESR community can now 
choose their favourite content and watch it 
wherever, whenever they want.

The platform consists of three channels:

The Live Channel offers live  
broadcast events, such as:

 • ESR Connect Weekly
 • ECR Online
 • Educational courses (ESOR)
 • Other ESR webinars

The On-Demand Channel hosts 
recorded lectures from various events 
(e.g. ECR Online, ESR Connect Weekly) 
and offers them in packages.

Currently available:
 • 30 topic-based packages  
(ECR 2018, ECR 2019, ESOR)

 • ESR Connect Weekly Season 1 ‘The 
Cube Expanded – Interventional 
Radiology’

 • CHILI 2018 + CHILI 2019, the ESHIMT’s 
webinars on hybrid imaging

The People Channel (previously intro-
duced at ECR 2019 as ‘Be a star at 
ECR’) presents entertaining videos 
which include interviews, highlights, 
makings of and backstage reports 
from various ESR activities. This chan-
nel is available for free and without 
login.

ESR Connect 2019 figures

ESR CONNECT Weekly
This brand-new live webinar format presents 
the fascinating world of medical imaging in 
all its facets in an interactive, entertaining 
and innovative way. Divided into seasons of 
six episodes, ESR Connect Weekly features 
experts demonstrating practical cases on 
hot topics in radiology, such as interven-
tional procedures and AI. The audience is 
closely tied in via various interactive feed-
back channels.

The first season, ‘The Cube Expanded – 
Interventional Radiology’, was broadcast in 
autumn 2019 and attracted 541 live viewers 
from 71 countries and counted 2,923 views. 
The six episodes that made up season 1 were 
hosted by Maximilian de Bucourt from the 
Charité, Berlin, and Christian Loewe from the 
Medical University Vienna.

Season 2, ‘AI – use cases: reasons to do AI 
with friends’, was produced in autumn/win-
ter 2019 at the new ESR Connect Film Studio 
in Vienna and will be broadcast in 2020.

more than

3,300 registered users

more than

45,000 website visits

more than

23,000 users
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Facebook

Page Likes Change  
 in 2019

myESR  167,889  up 9%

European School of  
Radiology (ESOR)  5,183 up 11%

International Day  
of Radiology 21,609 up 10%

ESR Journals 16,097  new

European Diploma in  
Radiology (EDiR)*  8,750 up 33%

*page now managed by the European  

Board of Radiology office in Barcelona

Twitter

@myESR  13,205 followers up 20%

@ECRguide 242 followers up 8%

@ESR_Journals 508 followers up 287%

 

Instagram

@myESR 4,335 followers up 63%

LinkedIn

@myESR 11,241 followers up 84%

YouTube

myESR 1,990 subscribers up 18%

ESR SOCIAL MEDIA
The growth in the number of social media followers has been 
strong throughout 2019. The fastest growing social media net-
work this year has been LinkedIn, where the number of followers 
has nearly doubled in the space of approximately six months. A 
strategic decision has also been taken to merge the Facebook 
pages of Insights into Imaging, European Radiology and Euro-

pean Radiology Experimental into one Facebook page named 
ESR Journals. This change has also been reflected on Twitter 
where @ESR_SciPub (which represented the three journals under 
one account) has been renamed to @ESR_Journals. Twitter and  
Instagram overall have also demonstrated solid growth, as illus-
trated with the figures below.
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FOREIGN CONGRESSES (ESR & ECR PROMOTION)

Name of congress Country

African Society of Radiology Egypt

72nd Annual Meeting of the Indian Radiological & 
Imaging Association (IRIA)

India

6th Journées Francophones de Scanner France

Ukrainian Congress of Radiology Ukraine

RT Austria Austria

Annual Meeting of the Canadian Association of Radiology Canada

49th Sao Paulo Radiological Meeting (JPR 2019) Brazil

Georgian Association of Radiology Congress Georgia

Radiologendagen The Netherlands

41st Slovak Radiological Congress Slovakia

63rd Nordic Congress of Radiology & 24th Nordic Congress of Radiography Denmark

Congress of the Polish Medical Radiological Society Poland

Swiss Congress of Radiology (SCR 2019) Switzerland

Armenian Congress of Radiology Armenia

Annual Meeting of the American Society of Radiological Technologists (ASRT) United States

Columbian Congress of Radiology Columbia

75th Korean Congress of Radiology Korea

Bayerisch-Österreichischer Joint Radiology Congress Germany

Irish Faculty of Radiologists’ Annual Scientific Meeting Ireland

18th Congress of the Bulgarian Radiology Association Bulgaria

Romanian Society of Radiology and Medical Imaging Annual Meeting (SRIM 2019) Romania

48th Brazilian Congress of Radiology and Diagnostic Imaging (CBR19) Brazil

Italian Radiographers Congress Italy

Journées Francophones de Radiologie (JFR 2019) France

Annual Radiology Meeting in United Arab Emirates (ARM 2019) United Arab Emirates

17th Balkan Congress of Radiology Greece

Belurusian Congress of Radiology Belarus

Israel Radiological Association Annual Meeting (ISRA 2019) Israel

Norwegian Radiological Association Autumn Meeting Norway

Annual Scientific Meeting of the Radiology Society of Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabia

Annual Meeting of the Egyptian Society of Radiology and Nuclear Medicine Egypt

Serbian Congress of Radiology Serbia

Turkish Congress of Radiology Turkey

National Congress of Russian Society of Radiology Russia

Chinese Congress of Radiology China
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ESR NEWSLETTERS

ESR News
ESR@Work
Education Science Research
Rising Stars Newsletter
ESOR Mailings

ECR 2019 PROMOTION 

Get Ready
Thank You 
ECR Online
ECR 2019 App
ECR City
Women in Focus

ECR 2020 PROMOTION

Abstract Submission
Registration
Invest in the Youth
Radiographers – Abstract Submission
Radiographers – Registration special fee
ESR meets Canada

ESR meets Croatia
ESR meets Israel
ESR meets Slovakia
ESR meets Slovenia
Abstract Submission reminder in 20 languages
EPOS
ECR 2020 Preliminary Programme

ADDITIONAL PROMOTIONS 

EuroSafe Imaging

European Board of Radiology (EBR)

European Diploma in Radiology (EDiR) 

European Training Assessment Programme 2.0 (ETAP 2.0) 

European School of Radiology (ESOR)

International Day of Radiology (IDoR)

ESR Connect
ESR Connect Weekly
ESR Connect ESOR for EDiR

European Radiology

European Radiology Experimental

Insights into Imaging

Eurorad

Education on Demand
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The ESR was represented in Oman, during the 2nd Royal Hospital 
Conference in Muscat in April, by the Chairman of the ESR Board of 
Directors Prof. Lorenzo E. Derchi. Pictured on the left is Prof. Saquar Altai, 
Secretary of the Oman Radiology Society (ORMIS).

In May, ESR President Prof. Boris Brkljačić attended the Jornada Paulista 
de Radiologia congress in Sao Paulo, where he also gave a lecture.

The Chairman of the ESR Board of Directors, Prof. Lorenzo E.  
Derchi, along with Prof. Regina Beets-Tan, 2nd Vice-President 
of the ESR, attended ESTRO 38 in April in Milan. Pictured on 
the right is ESTRO President-Elect, Prof. Ben Slotman.

Date of congress NAME OF CONGRESS CITY / COUNTRY ESR REPRESENTATION HONOURS

January 16–19 5th Conference of the African Society  
of Radiology (ASR)

Cairo, Egypt L.E. Derchi, B. Brkljačić, 
P.M. Parizel, G. Frija

January 17–20 72nd Annual Conference of the Indian 
Radiological & Imaging Association (IRIA)

Chandigarh, India O. Clément

January 26–27 6ème Journées Francophones  
de Scanner

Montpellier, France 

March 4–6 IAEA Technical Meeting on Cumulative 
Radiation Exposure of Patients from 
Recurrent Radiological Imaging 
Procedures

Vienna, Austria G. Frija

March 15–17 13th Croatian – Hungarian – Slovenian – 
Slovak Radiological Symposium

Modra-Piesok, Slovakia B. Brkljačić

March 27–29 7th National Congress of the Association of 
Radiologists of Ukraine (ARU)

Kiev, Ukraine L.E. Derchi

March 29–30 rtaustria – Annual Congress of the 
Austrian Association of Radiologic 
Technologists

Graz, Austria

April 3 Round table on the application of the 
principle of justification in medical 
diagnostic imaging in RF

Moscow, Russia G. Frija

April 4–7 SBI/ACR Breast Imaging Symposium Hollywood, Florida, USA

April 5–7 17ème Congrès Maghrébin de Radiologie & 
19èmes Journées Franco-Tunisiennes de 
Radiologie

Tunis, Tunisia G. Frija

April 11–14 78th Annual Meeting of the Japan 
Radiological Society (JRS)

Yokohama, Japan M. Fuchsjäger

April 11–14 Canadian Association of Radiologists 
Annual Scientific Meeting (CAR 2019)

Montreal, Canada B. Brkljačić

April 12 General Assembly of the European 
Coordination Committee of the 
Radiological, Electromedical and 
Healthcare IT Industry (COCIR)

Brussels, Belgium G. Frija

April 12–13 1st RANZCR Emergency Radiology Group 
and Oman Radiology and Molecular 
Imaging Society Joint Scientific Meeting

Muscat, Oman L.E. Derchi 

April 13 Regional Conference Trani, Italy L. Bonomo

April 26–30 Annual Congress of the European SocieTy 
for Radiotherapy & Oncology (ESTRO 38)

Milan, Italy L.E. Derchi, R. Beets-Tan, 
S. Kharuzhyk

May 2–5 49th Sao Paulo Radiology Meeting 
(JPR 2019)

Sao Paulo, Brazil B. Brkljačić, L. Donoso

May 3–4 Annual Congress of the Georgian 
Association of Radiology (GAR)

Tbilisi, Georgia L.E. Derchi, A. Brady

May 11 19th National Congress of the 
Italian Association of Interventional 
Radiographers (AITRI 2019)

Milan, Italy

May 11–16 27th ISMRM Annual Meeting & Exhibition Montreal, Canada
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May 16–17 Radiology Days of the Radiological 
Society of the Netherlands 
(Radiologendagen 2019)

Hilversum, the Netherlands

May 16–18 41st Congress of the Slovak Association of 
Radiology

Bardejov, Slovakia B. Brkljačić

May 18–19 Data Science and Right to Science – 
Dubrovnik International Bioethics & 
Science School (DIBBS)

Dubrovnik, Croatia B. Brkljačić

May 22–24 63rd Nordic Congress of Radiology & 24th 
Nordic Congress of Radiography

Copenhagen, Denmark

May 30–June 1 31st Congress of the European Federation 
of Societies for Ultrasound in Medicine and 
Biology (EFSUMB) – Euroson 2019

Granada, Spain B. Brkljačić

June 6–8 42nd Congress of Polish Medical Society 
of Radiology (PLTR 2019)

Gdansk, Poland B. Brkljačić

June 13–15 Swiss Congress of Radiology (SCR 2019) St. Gallen, Switzerland

June 15 Armenian Congress of Radiology Yerevan, Armenia L.E. Derchi 

June 18 International Symposium on Standards, 
Applications and Quality Assurance in 
Medical Radiation Dosimetry (IDOS 2019)

Vienna, Austria G. Frija

June 20–22 Annual Meeting of the American 
Society of Radiological Technologists 
(ASRT 2019)

Orlando, Florida, USA

June 20–22 IV Curso de Actualidades CIR 2019 Cancun, Mexico

June 20–22 17th International Congress of 
Diagnostic Imaging

Córdoba, Argentina

June 21–23 14th National Congress of the AETR 
(Asociación Española de Técnicos en 
Radiología, Radioterapia y Medicina 
Nuclear)

Oviedo, Spain L. Oleaga 

June 27–29 8th Eurasian Radiological Forum 
(EARF 2019)

Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan G. Frija

July 4–6 European School for Medical Physics 
Experts (ESMPE 2019)

Prague, Czech Republic W. Jaschke

July 4–7 Summer School Brașov Brașov, Romania G. Frija

July 24–28 Congress of the Chinese Society of 
Magnetic Resonance in Medicine 
(CSMRM 2019)

Shanghai, China B. Hamm 

July 31–August 2 Annual Scientific Conference of the 
Association of Radiologists in Nigeria 
(ARIN 2019)

Kano, Nigeria Recorded lecture 
provided by L.E. Derchi

August 7–10 Colombian Congress of Radiology 
(CCR 2019)

Cartagena, Colombia B. Brkljačić, B. Hamm

August 22–24 Argentinian Congress of Diagnostic 
Imaging (CADI 2019)

Buenos Aires, Argentina

EuroSafe Imaging Steering Committee Chair Prof. Guy Frija 
represented the ESR and its EuroSafe Imaging campaign at 
the 8th Eurasian Radiological Forum in Nursultan, Kazakhstan, 
in June. Pictured on the left is the President of the Kazakhstan 
Radiological Society Prof. Raushan Rakhimzhanova.

The ESR visited Varna in September for the Congress of the 
Bulgarian Association of Radiology to spread the word about the 
society and its activities.
Pictured from left to right: Dr. Chavdar Buchvarov, Congress 
President; Prof. Milan Totev, BAR President; Prof. Nikoleta 
Traykova, ESR Executive Council; Prof. Michael Fuchsjäger, ESR 1st 
Vice-President

Prof. Regina Beets-Tan, 2nd Vice-President of the ESR, attended 
the 75th Korean Congress of Radiology in September, where she 
spread the word about the ESR and its activities. Pictured on  
the right is EIBIR Scientific Director and former ESR President,  
Prof. Gabriel P. Krestin.
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August 29–
September 1

Feres Secaf Course of the 
Radiological and Diagnostic Imaging 
Society Sao Paulo

Sao Paulo, Brazil

September 5–7 Chilean Congress of Radiology Santiago de Chile, Chile

September 7–11 Annual Congress of the Cardiovascular 
and Interventional Radiological Society 
of Europe (CIRSE 2019)

Barcelona, Spain B. Brkljačić

September 12–14 European Cancer Summit (ECCO 2019) Brussels, Belgium R. Beets-Tan 

September 18–21 75th Korean Congress of Radiology 
(KCR 2019)

Seoul, Korea R. Beets-Tan 

September 18–21 2nd Baltic Conference of Pediatric 
Radiology and Radiation Protection

Tartu, Estonia B. Brkljačić; EuroSafe:  
G. Frija, C. Granata 

September 25–27 Irish Faculty of Radiologists’ 
Annual Scientific Meeting 2019

Dublin, Ireland B. Brkljačić Honorary 
Membership for  
B. Brkljačić

September 26–29 18th Congress of the Bulgarian Association 
of Radiology (BAR 2019)

Varna, Bulgaria M. Fuchsjäger

September 28 UEMS, Section of Radiology Meeting Rome, Italy L.E. Derchi

October 3–5 National Congress of the Romanian 
Society of Radiology and Medical Imaging 
(SRIM 2019)

Sovata, Romania L.E. Derchi

October 3–5 European Society of Breast Imaging 
Annual Scientific Meeting (EUSOBI 2019)

Budapest, Hungary B. Brkljačić,  
M. Fuchsjäger 

October 8–11 Europe Biobank Week 2019 Lübeck, Germany S. Klein 

October 10–12 48th Brazilian Congress of Radiology 
(CBR 19) – Best of ECR

Fortaleza, Brazil L.E. Derchi, B. Brkljačić, 
B. Hamm, R. Beets-Tan, 
A. Rockall, M.P. Revel,  
W. Niessen, C. Martinoli, 
S. Vinniecombe,  
U. Aydingoz

October 11–13 1° Congresso nazionale della Federazione 
Nazionale Ordini TSRMPSTRP* 
(FNOTSRMPSTRP 2019)

Rimini, Italy

October 11–14 Journées Francophones de Radiologie Paris, France 

October 15–17 Annual Radiology Meeting in UAE 
(ARM 2019)

Dubai, UAE C. Catalano

October 17–19 17th Balkan Congress of Radiology 
(BCR 2019)

Heraklion, Greece D. Akata, N. Traykova

October 17–18 2nd Congress of the Belarusian Society 
of Radiologists

Minsk, Belarus

October 17–18 13th National Congress of the 
Uruguayan Society of Radiology and 
Imaging (SRIU 2019)

Montevideo, Uruguay Luca M. Sconfienza

* Federazione nazionale degli ordini dei tecnici sanitari di radiologia medica e delle professioni sanitarie tecniche, 
della riabilitazione e della prevenzione

ESR President Prof. Boris Brkljačić received Honorary 
Membership of the Irish Faculty of Radiologists, Royal College 
of Surgeons in Ireland, during an awards ceremony in Dublin in 
September.

1st Vice President of the ESR, Prof. Michael Fuchsjäger received 
Honorary Membership of the Israel Radiological Association 
during their Annual Meeting (ISRA 2019) in October in Eilat. The 
picture above depicts Prof. Fuchsjäger (left) with the President 
of the Israel Radiological Association, Prof. Jacob Sosna.

While at the RANZCR Annual Meeting in Auckland in October, 
ESR President Prof. Boris Brkljačić had the chance to meet the 
presidents of other major radiological societies.
Pictured from left to right: ARRS President, Dr. Ruth Carlos; ACR 
President, Dr. Debra L. Monticciolo; ESR President, Prof. Boris 
Brkljačić; RSNA President, Dr. Valerie P. Jackson

As part of the new ‘Best of ECR’ initiative, a group of premium 
ECR speakers visited the 48th Brazilian Congress of Radiology in 
Fortaleza in October to present top-quality scientific content of 
the latest ECR.
From left to right: Prof. Carlo Martinoli, ESR 2nd Vice-President 
Prof. Regina Beets-Tan, Prof. Wiro Niessen, Prof. Marie-Pierre 
Revel, ESR President Prof. Boris Brkljačić, Chairman of the ESR 
Board of Directors Prof. Lorenzo E. Derchi, Prof. Üstün Aydingöz
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October 17–20 Annual Scientific Meeting of the Royal 
Australian and New Zealand College of 
Radiologists (RANZCR 2019)

Auckland, New Zealand B. Brkljačić

October 23–25 Israel Radiological Association Annual 
Meeting (ISRA 2019)

Eilat, Israel M. Fuchsjäger Honorary 
Membership for  
M. Fuchsjäger

October 23–25 Meeting of the Norwegian Society of 
Radiology (Radiologisk Høstmøte 2019)

Oslo, Norway

October 25–28 12th Annual Scientific Meeting of the 
Radiological Society of Saudi Arabia 
(RSSA 2019)

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia B. Brkljačić, G. Frija

October 30–October 31 Annual meeting of the Egyptian Society 
of Radiology and Nuclear Medicine 
(ESRNM 2019)

Port Said, Egypt L.E. Derchi, G. Frija

October 31– 
November 2

Serbian Congress of Radiology Zlatibor, Serbia

November 5–10 40th Turkish Congress of Radiology 
(TURKRAD 2019)

Antalya, Turkey L.E. Derchi Honorary 
Membership for  
L.E. Derchi

November 6–8 National Congress of the Russian 
Society of Radiology 2019

Moscow, Russia B. Brkljačić Honorary 
Membership for  
B. Brkljačić

November 7–9 Viennese Radiological Symposium Vienna, Austria B. Brkljačić ÖRG Honorary 
Membership for  
B. Brkljačić

November 13–17 Chinese Congress of Radiology 
(CCR 2019)

Beijing, China B. Brkljačić, B. Hamm,  
C. Catalano

November 6 Multi-Stakeholder event at the 
European Parliament: ESR, European 
Respiratory Society (ERS) and Lung 
Cancer Europe (LuCE) 

Brussels, Belgium R. Beets-Tan, M.P. Revel

November 14 European Coordination Committee of 
the Radiological, Electromedical and 
Healthcare IT Industry (COCIR) 60th 
anniversary celebration

Brussels, Belgium L.E. Derchi, G. Frija

December 1–6 105th Scientific Assembly and Annual 
Meeting of the Radiological Society of 
North America (RSNA 2019)

Chicago, Illinois, USA L.E. Derchi, B. Brkljačić, 
R. Beets-Tan, B. Hamm, 
A. Rockall, C. Catalano, 
V. Vilgrain

Honorary 
Membership for  
B. Hamm

December 5 General Assembly of ECCO Brussels, Belgium L.E. Derchi

December 10 GE Healthcare Meeting on ‘Digital 
transformation of healthcare in Europe: 
unlocking the potential of digital solutions 
for patients, healthcare providers and 
health systems’

Brussels, Belgium B. Brkljačić

While attending the Annual Scientific Meeting of the Radiological 
Society of Saudi Arabia in Jeddah in October, ESR President Prof. 
Boris Brkljačić received a silver plate in appreciation of the ESR. 
The plate was handed to him by Dr. Mahmoud Shaheen Al-Ahwal, 
Dean of the Medical Faculty, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah; 
on the left is the current President of the RSSA, Dr. Lamia 
Jamjoom.

ESR President Prof. Boris Brkljačić received Honorary 
Membership of the Austrian Roentgen Society in Vienna in 
November. He is pictured here with ÖRG President Prof. Klaus 
Hausegger (left) and President-elect Prof. Rosemarie Forstner 
(right).

Past president of the ESR, Prof. Bernd Hamm, pictured on the left, received 
Honorary Membership of the RSNA during an awards ceremony in Chicago, in 
November. He was joined by Prof. Fiona Gilbert (centre) and Prof. Tarek El-Diasty 
(right). 

ESR Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
Prof. Lorenzo E. Derchi received Honorary 
Membership of the Turkish Society of Radiology 
(TURKRAD) in Antalya in November. Pictured on 
the left is the ESR Finance and Internal Affairs 
Committee Chairperson, Prof. Deniz Akata.

During the Chinese Congress of Radiology in November in Beijing, 
Prof. Maximilian Reiser, past Editor-in-Chief of European Radiology and a former 
ESR President, received Honorary Membership of the CSR.
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ESR Executive Council
March 2019 – March 2020

1 2 / 7 3 / 8 4 5

6 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17

ESR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1. CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS (BOD) Lorenzo E. Derchi, Genoa/IT

2. PRESIDENT Boris Brkljačić, Zagreb/HR

3. 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT Michael Fuchsjäger, Graz/AT

4. 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT Regina Beets-Tan, Amsterdam/NL

5. PAST-PRESIDENT Bernd Hamm, Berlin/DE

CHAIRPERSONS OF STATUTORY COMMITTEES
6. Communication and External Affairs Committee Nikoleta Traykova, Plovdiv/BG

7. ECR 2020 Programme Planning Committee Boris Brkljačić, Zagreb/HR

8. ECR 2021 Programme Planning Committee Michael Fuchsjäger, Graz/AT

9. Education Committee Carlo Catalano, Rome/IT

10. Finance and Internal Affairs Committee Deniz Akata, Ankara/TR

11. National Societies Committee Andrea Rockall, London/UK

12. Publications Committee Marion Smits, Rotterdam/NL

13. Quality, Safety and Standards Committee Adrian P. Brady, Cork/IE

14. Research Committee Marc Dewey, Berlin/DE

15. Subspecialties and Allied Sciences Committee Alexandre Krainik, Grenoble/FR

16. ESOR Scientific/Educational Director Valérie Vilgrain, Clichy/FR

17. Executive Director Peter Baierl, Vienna/AT
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22 23

27

28 29 30

EUROPEAN INSTITUTE FOR BIOMEDICAL IMAGING RESEARCH (EIBIR)
22. ESR Representative and Chair of EIBIR General Meeting Boris Brkljačić, Zagreb/HR

23. EIBIR Scientific Director Gabriel P. Krestin, Rotterdam/NL

ESR PUBLICATIONS
24. Editor-in-Chief of European Radiology Yves Menu, Paris/FR

25. Editor-in-Chief of Insights into Imaging Luis Martí-Bonmatí, Valencia/ES

26. Editor-in-Chief of European Radiology Experimental Francesco Sardanelli, Milan/IT 

27. Editor-in-Chief of EPOS Ioana G. Lupescu, Bucharest/RO

28. Editor-in-Chief of EURORAD Olle Ekberg, Malmö/SE

29. Editor-in-Chief of ESR News Panos Prassopoulos, Thessaloniki/GR

30. Editor-in-Chief of ESR@Work Andrea Rockall, London/UK

18 19 20 21

EUROPEAN BOARD OF RADIOLOGY (EBR)
18. Chairman of the EBR Shareholders’ Board Lorenzo E. Derchi, Genoa/IT 

19. EDiR (European Diploma in Radiology) Scientific Director Laura Oleaga, Barcelona/ES

20. ACI (Accreditation Council in Imaging) Scientific Director Miloš A. Lučić, Sremska Kamenica/RS

21. ETAP (European Training Assessment Programme) Scientific Director Dragos Negru, Iasi/RO

24 25 26
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31

36

41

32

37

42

33

38

34

39 40

WORKING GROUPS (CHAIRS)
43. Patient Advisory Group Nicola Bedlington, Vienna/AT

44. Patient Advisory Group Vice-Chair Nikoleta Traykova, Plovdiv/BG

SUBCOMMITTEES (CHAIRS)
31. Audit and Standards David Howlett, Eastbourne/UK

32. eHealth and Informatics Elmar Kotter, Freiburg/DE

33. eLearning Sue Barter, Cambridge/UK

34. European Imaging Biomarkers Alliance Nandita deSouza, Surrey/UK

35. Professional Issues and Economics in Radiology Peter Mildenberger, Mainz/DE

36. Radiation Protection Franz Kainberger, Wien/AT

37. EuroSafe Imaging Steering Committee Guy Frija, Paris/FR

38. Radiology Trainees Forum Maja Marolt-Mušič, Ljubljana/SI

39. Referral Guidelines Myriam Hunink, Rotterdam/NL

40. Ultrasound Dirk Clevert, München/DE

41. Undergraduate Education Vicky Goh, London/UK

42. Value-Based Radiology Michael Fuchsjäger, Graz/AT

43 44

35
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ESR Member Societies (114)

POLAND Polish Medical Society of Radiology
PORTUGAL Portuguese Society of Radiology and Nuclear Medicine 
ROMANIA Romanian Society of Radiology and Medical Imaging
RUSSIA Russian Society of Radiology
SERBIA Radiological Society of Serbia
SLOVAKIA Slovak Association of Radiology
SLOVENIA Slovenian Association of Radiology
SPAIN Spanish Society of Medical Radiology
SWEDEN Swedish Society of Radiology
SWITZERLAND Swiss Society of Radiology
TURKEY Turkish Society of Radiology
UKRAINE Association of Radiologists of the Ukraine
UNITED KINGDOM The Royal College of Radiologists
UZBEKISTAN Uzbekistan Radiology Society

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBER SOCIETIES (63)
EUROPEAN NATIONAL SOCIETIES (48)

ALBANIA Albanian Association of Radiology
ARMENIA Armenian Association of Radiologists
AUSTRIA Austrian Roentgen Society
BELARUS Belarusian Society of Radiologists
BELGIUM Belgian Society of Radiology
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA Association of Radiology of Bosnia & Herzegovina
BULGARIA Bulgarian Association of Radiology
CROATIA Croatian Society of Radiology
CYPRUS Cyprus Radiological Society
CZECH REPUBLIC Czech Radiological Society
DENMARK Danish Society of Radiology
ESTONIA Estonian Society of Radiology
FINLAND Radiological Society of Finland
FRANCE French Society of Radiology
GEORGIA Georgian Association of Radiologists
GERMANY German Radiological Society
GREECE Hellenic Radiological Society
HUNGARY Hungarian Society of Radiologists
ICELAND Radiological Society of Iceland
IRELAND Faculty of Radiologists, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
ISRAEL Israel Radiological Association
ITALY Italian Society of Radiology
KAZAKHSTAN Radiological Society of Kazakhstan
KOSOVO Radiologists Association of Kosovo
KYRGYZSTAN Kyrgyzstan Radiological Society
LATVIA Latvian Association of Radiologists
LITHUANIA Lithuanian Radiologists’ Association
LUXEMBOURG Luxembourg Society of Radiology
MALTA Maltese Association of Radiologists and Nuclear Medicine Physicians
MOLDOVA Moldavian Society of Radiology and Medical Imaging 
MONTENEGRO Radiological Association of Montenegro
NETHERLANDS, THE Radiological Society of the Netherlands
NORTH MACEDONIA Macedonian Society of Radiology
NORWAY Norwegian Society of Radiology

EUROPEAN SUBSPECIALTY AND ALLIED SCIENCES SOCIETIES (15)
CIRSE Cardiovascular and Interventional Radiological Society of Europe 

ESCR European Society of Cardiovascular Radiology

ESER European Society of Emergency Radiology 

ESGAR European Society of Gastrointestinal and Abdominal Radiology 

ESHIMT European Society for Hybrid, Molecular and Translational Imaging 

ESHNR European Society of Head and Neck Radiology 

ESMRMB European Society for Magnetic Resonance in Medicine and Biology 

ESNR European Society of Neuroradiology 

ESOI European Society of Oncologic Imaging 

ESPR European Society of Paediatric Radiology 

ESSR European Society of Musculoskeletal Radiology 

ESTI European Society of Thoracic Imaging 

ESUR European Society of Urogenital Radiology 

EUSOBI European Society of Breast Imaging 

EUSOMII European Society of Medical Imaging Informatics 
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ASSOCIATE INSTITUTIONAL MEMBER SOCIETIES (51)
ALGERIA Algerian Society of Radiology and Medical Imaging
ARGENTINA Argentinean Society of Radiology
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists
BOLIVIA Bolivian Society of Radiology
BRAZIL Brazilian College of Radiology
CHILE Chilean Society of Radiology
CHINA Chinese Society of Radiology
COLOMBIA Colombian Association of Radiology
COSTA RICA Costa Rican Association of Radiology
CUBA Cuban Society of Imaging
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC Dominican Society of Radiology 
EGYPT Egyptian Society of Radiology and Nuclear Medicine 
EL SALVADOR Salvadoran Association of Radiology, Ultrasonography and Diagnostic Imaging
GHANA Ghana Association of Radiologists
GUATEMALA Guatemalan Civil Association of Diagnostic Imaging and Radiotherapy
HONDURAS Honduran Association of Radiology and Imaging
HONG KONG Hong Kong College of Radiologists
INDIA Indian Radiological & Imaging Association
IRAN Iranian Society of Radiology
IRAQ Iraqi Association of Radiologists
IVORY COAST Ivorian Society of Medical Imaging
JAPAN Japan Radiological Society
KOREA Korean Society of Radiology
KUWAIT Kuwait Radiological Society
LEBANON Lebanese Society of Radiology
MALAYSIA Malaysian College of Radiology
MAURITANIA Mauritanian Society of Radiology and Medical Imaging
MEXICO Mexican Federation of Radiology and Imaging
MONGOLIA Mongolian Radiological Society
MOROCCO Moroccan Society of Radiology
NICARAGUA Nicaraguan Association of Radiology and Imaging
NIGERIA Association of Radiologists in Nigeria
OMAN Oman Radiology and Molecular Imaging Society 
PAKISTAN Radiological Society of Pakistan
PANAMA Panamanian Society of Radiology and Imaging
PARAGUAY Paraguayan Society of Radiology 

PERU Peruvian Society of Radiology
PHILIPPINES Philippine College of Radiology
SAUDI ARABIA Radiological Society of Saudi Arabia
SINGAPORE Singapore Radiological Society
SOUTH AFRICA Radiological Society of South Africa
SRI LANKA Sri Lanka College of Radiologists
TANZANIA Tanzanian Association of Radiologists
THAILAND The Royal College of Radiologists of Thailand
TUNISIA Tunisian Society of Radiology
UGANDA Association of Radiologists of Uganda
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES Radiology Society of the Emirates
URUGUAY Uruguayan Society of Radiology and Imaging
VENEZUELA Venezuelan Society of Radiology and Diagnostic Imaging
VIETNAM Vietnamese Society of Radiology and Nuclear Medicine
YEMEN Yemen Society of Radiology
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THE ESR WELCOMES  
ITS SUPPORTING MEMBERS
The ESR would like to express its gratitude to all supporting membership 
companies. As the ESR puts a special focus on innovation and keeping  
up to date with recent developments in the field, close cooperation with 
the industry leaders is indispensable. The active involvement of the  
companies contributes significantly to the success of the society and its 
congress, as well as supporting the cause of radiology in Europe.

PLATINUM

Agfa Healthcare Bayer Healthcare Bracco Canon Medical Carestream Health Esaote

Fujifilm GE Healthcare Guerbet Hitachi Medical Systems Hologic Mindray

Philips Samsung Siemens Healthineers

SILVER

Edan Instruments Infinitt Healthcare Rayence Shimadzu Varex Imaging Vieworks

Thank you for your involvement!
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